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A Brief and Faithful Relation f 


5 the exceeding Mercy of GOD in 
7 CHRIST, to His poor Servant 
bs JOHN BUNYAN. 


> Wheorein is particularly ſhewed, The Manner Wſ 
7 of his Converfion, his Sight and Trouble 
N for Sin, his dreadful Temptations; Alſo, 
# how he deſpaired of GOD's Mercy, and 
how the LORD at length throughCHRIST, } 
did deliver him frem all the Guilt and Ler- 
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rour that lay upon him. | 
All which was written by his own Hand, and 
7 now publiſhed for the Support of the weak 
© and tempted People of GOD. 


A " 
PREFACE, 
4 O R, | 
A Bricf Account of the publiſhing 
, of this Work: 


_ Written by the Author thereof, and dedicated to theſe 
; whom GOD hath counted bim worthy te beget to 
Faith, by hi: Miniſtry in the Word, 


( "being Grace be with you, Amen. 1 
being taken from you in Preſence,” 4 
and ſo tied up, that I cannot perform 

that Duty that from GOD doth ly 
upon me, to you-ward, for your further edi- 

+ fying and building up in Faith and Holineſs, | 

Cc. Yer, that you may ſce my Soul hath a 

/ fatherly care and deſite atter your ſpirituz? & 

| everlaſting We fare; Inow oncewpain, as ffom 

_—; the top of Steir and Hermon, fo from the Ly- 

j ens Dent, and from the Mountains of the Leopards, | 

f 

x 


(ng 4.8 ) do look yer afteriall, greatly long 
ing to ſce your fafe arrival into the deſiied 4] 
Haven. ; 
I thank GOD upon every Remembrance of 

You, and tejoy ce even while I flick between 
t'e Teeth of the Lyons in the Wilderneſs, at 

the Grace,and Mercy and Knowledge of Chriſt 

our Saviour, which GOD hath beſtowed upon | 
YoU, with abundance of Faith and Love. Your | 
Hungerings and Thirſtings alſo after further] 
Acquaintance with the Father in his Son's 
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De PREFACE. 
your tenderneſs of Heart, your trembling at 
Sin, pour ſober and holy Deportment alſo, 
be fore bath GOD and Men, is great Re freſh- 
ment to me: Fr jou are my glory, and jiy, 1 7, J. 
2. 20. 

I have ſent you here encloſed « drep of 
that Ileney that I have taken out of the Car- 
eaſe of a Lyon, Jug. 14.5. 6, 7, 8: | have ca- 
ten thereof my ſelf alſo, and am much refreſh- 
ed thereby. ( Temptations when we. meet 


them at firſt. are as the Lyen that roared u · 


pon Sawpfn: But if we overcome them, the 


kext time we fee them, we faall find a neſt of 


> Honey within them.) The Philiſtines undes- 


* - "4%, I 


fland me not: Ir is ſomething a Relation of 
the Work of GOD upen my own Soul, even 


from the very fic, till now: Wherein you 


may perceive my caftings down. and rifings 


Up: For he wourdeth, and his hands mske 
whole, It is written in the Scriptures, I/a. 38. 
19 - The Father ts the Children ſhail make known the 


Truth of GOD. Yea, it was for this Reaſon Tlay 
ſo long at Sinai, Lev. 4. 10, 11. to ſee the fire 


ters in the Wilderneſs; ie humble c bee, and to prove 


ans the cleud, and the darkneſs, That I might 
fear the LORD all the day: of my Life won Earth, 
; and tell of his wondrous Works te my Children, Pl. 


78 3. 4 


1 ; 
Meſes (Numb. 33. 1, 2) writ of the Journey - 


ings of the Children of Ia from Egypt do the. 


Land of Caxaan, and cummanded alſo, that 


they did remember their fourty years travel 
zin the Wilderneſs, Thou ſhals remember all the 


way which the LORD thy GOD lid thee theſe fourty 


thee 


lth... 


. | | 
thee, and to bnow what was in thine Heart, whe- 
ther thou wouldsft keep his Commanaments or ns, 
Deut. 8 2, 3- Wherefore this I have endea«- 


3 voured to do; and not only fo, but to pub- 
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liſh it alſo; that, if GOD will, others may be 
put in remembrance of what he bath done for 
their Souls, by reading his Work upon me. 


It is profitable for Chriſtians to be often cal- 


ling to mind the very beginnings of Grace 
with their Souls. 
ſerved to the LORD, for tring ng them out from the 
Land of Egypt. This is thut Night of the LORD 


to be obſer ved of all the Children of Iſrael in their © 


Generations, Ex d 12.42 My GOD, ſaith David, 


Pal, 42 6. My Soul is caft down within me; but 


1 will remember Thee from th? Land of Jordan, and 


of the Hermonices from the Hill Mizar, Hie re- 


membred alſo the Lyon and the Bear, when 


he went to fight with the Gyant of Gath, * 


Sam. 17. 36 37. 


It was Paul's accuſtomed manner, 4, 22, 
and that when tried for his Life, Ad, 24. e= * 
ven to open before his Judges the, manner. of © 
his Converſion: He wou'd think of that day 
and that hour, in which he firſt did meet with 


Grace: For he found it ſupported him. When 


GOD bad brought the Children of reel throw © 
the Red · ſes, far into the Wilderneſs; yet they 


mult turn quite about thithet᷑ again, to remem- 


ber the drowning of their enemies there, Nam. 


14. 25. for tho they ſang his Praiſe before, 

yet they ſoon forgat his Works, 2/al. 106. 11, 

82. 7. | y 
In this Diſcourſe of 1 you may ſee much; 


- 7 L 


PREFACE. xt 


It i: a Night to be much b. 
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a, The PREFACE, | 

euch, I ſay, of the Grace of GOD towards 
me: | thank GOD I can count it mueh; for 
it was above my fins and Satan's temptations 
too. I can remember my fears, and doubts, 


and ſad moneths, with comfort; they are as | 


the head of Geliah in my hand: There was 
nothing to David like Gol:ah's Sword, even that 
Sword, that ſhould have been ſheathed in his 
” Bowels; for the very fight and remembrance. 
of that, did preach forth GOD's deliverance 
ro him, O the remembrance of my great flas, 
of my great temptations, and of my great 
Fears of perifhing for ever ! They bring freſh 
into my mind, the remembrance of my great 
help, my great ſuppert from Heaven, and the 
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great Grace that GOD extended to ſuch a 2 


wretch as I. 

My dear Children, eall to mind the former 
: &ays, and years of ancient times; remember 
” alſo your ſongs in the night, and commune 
with your own heart, P[al. 73. 5.6,7,8, 9, 

10, It, 12. Yea, look diligently, and leave 
no corner therein unſearched; for that is trea- 

ſure hid, even the treaſure of your firſt and ſe- 


* cond experience of the Grace of GOD toward 
Fou. Remember, I ſay, the Woid that firſt” 


laid hold upon you: Remember your terrours 

of Conſcience ind fear of Death ind Hell: 

Remember alſo your Tears and Prayers to 

GOD; Yea, how you fighed under every 

' hedge of Mercy. Have you never a Hill Mu 

to remember? Have you forgot the Cloſs, the 
Milk. houſe, the Stable, the Barn, and the like, 
| where G0 did vifit your Soul? ä 


„ ee 
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| te PREFAEE, 

alſo the Word, the Word, I fay, upon which 
the LORD hath cauſed you te hepe : If you 
have finned againſt Light, if you are tempted 
to Blaſpheme, if you are down in deſpair, if 
you think GOD fights againſt you ; Or, if 
Heaven is bid from your eyes, remember 1t 
was thus with your Father, but ext of them: al 
the LORD delivered me. 

I could have enlarged much in this my Diſ- 
eourſe of my Temptation and Troubles for 
Sin, as alſo of the merciful kindneſs and wor- 
king of GOD with my Soul: I could alfo 
have ſtept into a Stile much higher than this 
in which I have here diſcourſed, and could 
have adorned all things more than here I have 
' ſeemed to do; but Idare not: GOD did not 
play in convincing of me: The Devil did noe: 
* play in tempting of me; Neither did I ple 
when I ſunk as into a bottomleſs Pit, when 
” 8he pang of Nell caught beld wpen me : Where» 
forte I may not play in my relating of them, 
hut be plain and ſimple, and lay down the 
thing as it, was: He that liketh it, let him 
receive it; And he that does not, let him pco» 
© duce a better. Farewel, * 


„ My dear Children, 

x Ihe Milk and NMeney is beyeud this Wilderneſs + 
S041. COD be werciful to you, and grant you by . 
39 wt /urbful 16 go in v0 poſſeſs the Lond, 


Jehn Bunyan, 
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& A Bri-f Relation &f the exceeding Mevey of GOD * 
ix CURIST, to his prey Servant john Bunyan. 
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1 this my Relation of the merciful working 
of God upon my Soul, it will not be a 
miſs, if, in the firſt place, I do in a few 
'ords give you a hint of my Pedegree, and 
manner ef bringing up; that thereby the 
oodneſs and bounty ef God towards me, may 


e the more advanced and magnified before 
he Sons of Men. x 
2. For my Deſcent then, it was, as is well 
nown by many, of a low and ineonſiderable 
zeneration; my Father's Houſe being of that 
ank that is meaneſt, and moſt deſpiſed of 
all the Families in the Land. Wherefore I. 
have not here, as others, to boaſt of Noble 
3B tood,or of a high-born-ſtate,according to the 
 Eficſh: Though all things conſidered, I magni- 
fy the Heavenly Mzj:\ity, for that by this 
dcr be brought me into this World, to par- 
take of the Grace and Life that is in Chriſt by 
the Goſpel]. b 
3. But yet notwithſtanding the mernneſs 
\ 3nd invonſiderableneſs of my Parents, it plea- 


ſed 
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'2 Grace Abounding 

ſed God to put into their Heart, to put me 
to School, to learn both to Read and Write; 
the which I alſo attained, accoding to the rate 
of other poor Mens children, though to my 
ſhame, I confeſs, I did ſoon loſe that little 1 
learn'd; even almoſt utterly, and that leng 
before the Lord did work his gracious work 
of Converſion upon my Soul. 

4. As for my ewn natural life, for the time 
thatT was without God in the World, it was, 
ind-ed, According to the cou of thi; Werld, and 
the [| pirit that now Worketh in the children of diſose. 
dience, Ep5. 2 2, 3, It was my delight to be 
taken Captive by the devil at his will, 2 Tim.2, 
26 being filled with all unrightcouſneſs ; the 
which did alſo ſo ſtrongly work, and pur forth | 
it ſelf, both in my heart and life, and that 
from a child, tha: | had but few «©qua!s, (e- 
ſp:cially conſidering my years, which were 
tender, being few) b rh for curſing: (wearing, 
Iyiog, and blaſpheming the holy Name of 
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5. Yez, ſo ſ-tr]-d and rooted was I 1n theſe 
things, that they became as a ſecond Noture 
to me; the which, as I alſo have with ſober- 
neſs conſidered ſince; did ſooff:nd the Lord, 

| that even in my Child-hood he did ſcar and 

| affright me with fearful dreams, and did ters 
= rifie me with dreadful viſions. For often, after 
I had ſpeni this and the other day 1: fin, I 
have in m bed been greatly affl fed, while a» 
fleep, with the apprehenſions of devils and 
wicked ſpirits, who ſtill, as I then thought, la- 
boured to draw me aw _— them ; of which 
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te the Chief of Sinnore, 2 
ne I could never be rid: Alſo I uſe at theſe years -— 
e; © to be greatly afflifted and troubled wich the 
ate thoughts of the fearful roymenrs of hell- fire; 
ny & til! fearing that it would be my lot to be. 
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found at laſt amongft thoſe devils and hellifh 
| flends, who are there bound down with th 
chains and bonds of eternal darkneſs. -* > | 
6 Theſe things, I ſay, when I was but a child, 
me about nine or ten years old, did fo diſtreſs my 
vas, Soul. that when in the midſt of my many ſports 
and Rand childiſh vanities, amidſt my vain compa- 
be. Inions, I was often much caſt down and afflic- 
) be ted in my mind therewith; yet could I not 
n. 2. let go my fins : Yea, I was ſo overcome with 
the deſpair of Life, and Heaven, that then I ſhould - 
orth often wiſh either that there had been no hell, 
that Yor that I had been a devil; ſuppoſing they 
| (ce. ere only tormentors ; that if it muſt needs 
vere be, that I indeed went thither, 1 might be ra- 
ing. ther a rormentor, than be tormented my ſelf. 
le of 7. A while after, theſe terrible dreams did 
leave me, which alſo I ſoon forgor; for my 
theſe MP)*aſures did quickly eur off the remembrance {| 
\ture ef them, as if they bad never been: Wheree | 
ober- Wore, with more greedineſs, according to the \ 
Lord, ſtrength of Nature, I did ſtill let looſe the 
c and Areins to my Juſt, and delighted in all tranſs 
d ter- greſſion againſt the Liw of God: So that uns |} 
after til ! came to the ſtate of Marriage, I was the 
fin, INrery Ring-leader of all the Youth that kept 
vile a» Ine Company, in all manner of vice and un- 
Is and #4 1. pay IR | 
ht, J-. 8 Lea, fuck prevalency had the luſts and 
w hick | ifuits of the fleſh, in this por Soul of mine, 
could that, 
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4 Grace Aeuudli ug 
that, had not .« Miraele of precious Grace 
prevented, I had not only periſhed by the 
ſtroke of eternal Juftice, but alſo l»id my fe 
open, even to the ſtroke of thoſe Laws, which 
bring ſome to difgrace and open fhame, bed 
. Fore the face of the World. 2 
9. In theſe days the thoughts of Religion 
were very grievous to me; I could neither 
endute it my ſelf, nor that any other ſhould & 
So that when I have ſeen ſome read in theſe 
Books that cencerned Chriſtian Piercy, it 
would be as it werea priſon to me, Then I ſail; 
unte God, Depart from me, fir I diſire wat the Dio. 
lodge of thy Ways, Job 22. 14, 1. 1 was now 
void ef all good Conſideration; Heaven and 
hell were both out of ſight and mind; and a 
for Saving and damning, they were leaſt in my 
thoughts. O Lord, thou knoweftl, my life and with 
Way: were net hid from thee. | 3 
10. But this I well remember, That thoug 
I could my ſelf fin with the greateſt delight 
and eaſe, & alſo taken pleaſure in the vileneſf 
of my Companions ; yet even then, if I hay 
at any time ſeen wicked things by thoſe why 
profeſſed gaodneſs, ic would make my ſpit 
tremble. As once above all the reſt, when} 
was in my height of vanity, yet hearing on 
to (ſwear, that was reckoned for a Religiou 
Man, it had ſo great a ftroke upon my fpiii 
that it made my heart ake. CL 
11. Bur God did not utterly leave me, b 
followed me flill, not now with convictien 
but judgments, yet ſuch as were mixt wil 
Merey. For ence I fell into 2 l 
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to the Chief of Sinners. RA, 
Sea, and hardly eſcaped drowning: Anetkher 
time I fell out of a Boat into Bedford River, 
but Mercy yet preſerved me alive: B. ſides, 
E another time, being in the field, wich one of 
my Companions, x chanced that an Adder 
piſfed over the high way, ſo I having a ſtick 
in my hand, ſtruck her over the back, and 
= having ſtounded her I forced open her mou bt 
with my ſtick, and plucked her ſting oute 
2 with my fingers; by which E hid not God 
„been merciful to me, I might by my depar- 
* tures have brought my ſelf to mine end. 
This alſo 1 have-taken notice of wick thankſ- 
giving: When I was a Soldier, I with others 
were drawn out to go to ſuch a place to be- 
& ſiege ir, but when I was juſt ready to go, ons 
of the company deſired tv go tn my room, 
to which, when I had conſented, he t.ok my 
place, and coming to the ſiege, as he ſtood 
Sentinel, he was ſhot into the head with a 

Musket bullet and died. | 
| Here, as I ſaid, were Judgments and Mer. 
cy, but neither of them did awaken my Soul 
to Righteouſn - ſi, wherefore I finned lil, aud. 
grew more and more rebellious againſt God, 
and careleſs of mine own Salvation. 

12. Preſently after this, I changed my 
condition into a Married State; and my Mer. 
Cy was to light upon a Wife whoſe Father 
was counted godly: This Woman and I, tho 
we came together as pont as poor might be, 
(nat having ſo much houſhald ſtuff as a difh 
or ſpoon betwixt us both) yet this ſhe hed for 
her part, The plain Mans Pa;4-wiy te Heaven, and 
* 6.9 + 4.4, . B | Tyr 
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The Practice of Piety, which her Father had le 


His Neighbours ; what a flrict and holy LI 


holy Temple, to do his work therein. 


6 Grace bounding to 


Her, when he died. In theſe two Books, 
ſhould ſometimes read with her, wherein 
alſo found ſome things that were ſomewh 
pleaſing ro me: (bur all this while I me 
with no conviction.) She alſo wonld be of 
ten telling of me what a godly man her FA 
ther was, and how he would reprove an 
corre vice, both in his Houſe and menge 


| 


he lived in his day, both in word «nd deed, 

13. Wherefore theſe Books, with this R 
lation, tho' they did not reach my heart t 
awaken it about my ſad and finful ſtate, ye 
they did beget within me ſome deſites ro Re t 
ligion : ſo that, beczuſe I knew no better, fel 
in very eagerly with che Religion of chi 
Times, to wit, to go to Church twice a day; 
and that too with the foremoſt, and ther 
ſhould very devoutly both ſay and fing uf 


» 


others did ; yer retaining my wicked life 4 
but withall, I wasſo over-run with the ſpiri 
of Superſtition, that IT adored, and that wit! 
great Devotion, even all things (both thi 
high place, Prieſt, Clerk, Veſtments, Service 
and what elſe) belonging to the Church 
eounting all things holy that were rhereit A 
gontained ; and eſpecially the Prieſt & Clerk 
moſt happy, and without doubt greatly bleſ 
Ted, becauſe they were the Servants, as I theilif 
thought, of God: and were principal in thi 
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time upon my ſpirir, that had 1 _—— 1 3 
| Prießß 


14. This conceit grew ſo ſtrong in lieetl 


to the Chief of Sinxers. 7 


ad le | 

zoks, Prieſt ( tho' never ſo ſordid and debauched 
rein his life) I -uld find my ſpirit fall under 
ewhiſhim, reverence him, and knit unto him, yes, 


thought for the love I did bear unto them, 
ſuppoſing they were the Minifters of Ged ) 
could have lain down at theirfe-t, and have 


me 
be of 


er Fi 


e an een trampled upon by them; their Name, 
nengi heir Garb, and Work, did ſo intoxicate and 
y LifSewitch me. 

deed. 15. After I had been thus for ſome conſi- 


erable time, another thought came in my 


ind, and that was, whether we were of the 


art te 


e, ye Wrzcl:ies or no ? for finding in the Scriptures, 
o Re Wat they. were once the peculiar people of 
„Ifel Pod, I thought, if I were once of this Race, my 
f th. Poul muſt needs be happy. Now again 1 
a day Wound within me a great longing to be reſol- 
ther ed about this Queſtion, but could not tell 


ow I ſhould + at laſt, I asked my Father of 
t, who told me, Ns, we were not: wherefore 
hen I fellin my ſpirit, as to the hopes of 
hat, and ſo remained. 

16, By all this while, I was not ſenſible of 
rvice he danger and evil of fin, I was kept from 
arch Fonſidering that fin would damn me, what 
herein Religion ſoever I followed, unleſs I was found 
Cleiin Chriſt: nay, I never thought of him, nor 
ble whether there was one or no, Thus man, while 
Ithei lind, doth wander, but wearieth himſelf with va. 
in ch: for he knoweth wt the way to the City of 

ed, Eccleſ. 10. 15, 
litt 17. Bot one day ( amongſt all the Sermons 
ecn eur Parſon made) bis Subjed was to treat of 
prief the Sabbath-day, -_ of the evil of brezking 
T 2 | 


that, 
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Grate Vounding 


chat, either with labour, fports, or others 
wiſe : (now Iss, notwithſtand ing my Reli- 
gion, one that took much delight in all manner 
of vice, and efpecially that was the day that I 


did folace my felf therewith.) Wherefore 10 


ſel! in my conſcience under his Sermon, 
Shinking and believing that he made that Ser. 


mon on purpoſe ro ſhew me my evil doing; 


and at that time I felt what guilt was, though WW 
never before, that Ican remember; but then 5 
Ivas for the preſent greatly loaden thete- 


with, a»d fo went home when the Sermon 


was ended, with a great burden on my 4 


*  Ipirte, 


18. This for that inſtant did benum the 


finews of my beſt delights, and did imbitter 4 
my former pleaſures to me; but behold, it 
Jaſted not; for before I had welldined, the * 


trouble b*gan to go off my mind, and my 


heart returned to its old courſe : but Oh! WK 


how glad was I that this trouble was gone 


Jfrom me, and that the fre was put out, that 
I wi; ht fin again without controul ! Where- 
Fre when Thad ſatisfied nature withimyFood, 8 
1 ſhook the Sermon out of my Mind, and to 
my old cuſtom of Sports and Gaming, I te- 


turned with great delight. 


19, Tut the ſame day 2s I was in the midſt 
of a Game at Cat, and having ſirnck it one 
blow from the Hole; juſt as I was about to 


ſtrike it the ſecond time, a Voice did ſudden- 
ly dart from Heaven into my ſoul, which ſaid, 
Nile thou leave thy fins, and go to heaven? or have 


hy. ns and go te he“? At this I was put to an 


ex * 
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to the Chief of Sinnes. 9 


li- exceeding maze ; wherefore leaving my Car 
ner upon the Ground, I looked up to Heaven, and 


was as if I had with the eyes of my under- 
ſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking down 
upon me, as being very hotly diſpleaſed with 
me, and as if he did ſeverely threaten me with 


pg; ſome grievous puniſhment, for theſe; and 
oh other my ungodly Practices. 3 
ien 20. Lhad no ſoonegconceived in my mind. 


: ut ſuddenly this Concluſion was faſtned on 
on my ſpirit, (for the former hint did ſer my ſins 


"gain before my face.) That 1 had been 4 gear 
uud grievous ſinner, and that it was mow too late 
er we to lo1k after Heaven, for Chriſt would noc 
ter ſugive me, ner pardon my tranſgreſſions, Then | 
| it fell to muſing upon this alſoz and while 1 
the was thinking on it, and fearing left it ſnould 
4 de ſo, I felt my heart ſink in deſpair, conclu- 
ding it was too late; and therefore I reſolved 
in my mind, I would go on in ſfin;for,thoughe 
hat I. if the caſe be thus, my ſtate is ſurely mi- 
ſerable; miſerable, if 1 leave my fins ; and 
but miſerable, if I follow them. I can but 
be damned; and if it muſt be ſo, I had as © 


to 
re. good be damned for many fins, as be damned 
for few. : 
idft . 21. Thus 1ſteod in the midft of my Play, 


one before all that then were preſent ; but yet 
t to told them nothing: but, I ſay, I having made 
den- this concluſion, 1 returned deſperately to my 
aid, Sport again; and 7 well remember, that pre- 
have ſently this kind of Deſpair did ſo'poſleſs my 
o an | Soul, that T was perſwaded I could never at- | 
ex · ¶ tain to other comfort than what 1ſhould get 
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1 Grace Abounding 
i ſin; for Heaven wis gone already, ſo that 
on that 1 muſt not thiak: wher fore 1 found 
within me a great deſire to take my fill of Sin, 
ftill ſtudying what Sin was yet to be commit- 
ted, that I might taſte the ſweerne(s of it; 
and I made as much haſte as Icould to fill my © 
belly with its delicats, leſt I ſhould die be- 
fore 1 had-my defire ; for that 7 fes red greats 
ly. Ia theſe things, I proteſt before God, 1 
not, neither do, I feign this form of Speech: 
rheſe were really, ſtrongly, and with all my 
heart, my deſires; the good Lord, whoſe Mercy 
1s un: archable, forgive we my Trauſgreſſions. We 
22. (And 1 am very confident that: this 
temptation of the Devil, is more uſusl amongſt 
poor creatures than many are aware of, even 
to over-run the ſpirits with a ſcuiffy and ſea* 
red frame of heart, and b:numing of conſcie 8 
ence : which frame, he ſtilly and fl %% ſup- 
plieth with ſuch deſpair, that though not 
much guilt attendeth the Soul, yet they con- 
tinually have a ſecret concluſion within them, 
that there is no hopes for them; for they haus 
Je ved fh, Jer. 2. 25. and 18, 12.) 1 
23. Now therefore I went on in fin with 
great greedineſs of mind, ſtill grudging that 
could not be ſo ſatisficd with it as F would :% 
this did continue with me abour a Month or if 
more. Bur one day as 1 was ſtanding at 2% 
Nighbouts Shop- window, and there curſing 
2n4 ſwcaring, and playing the Mad-man after} 
my wontzd manner, there fart within the Wo— 
man of the Hoaſe,and beard me, who though 
the was a very leoſe gnd.ungod'y wrach, yet 
Wo: Pre 
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to the Chief of Siunty.. "PP 
proteſted that I ſwore and curſed at that moſt 
fearful rate, that ſhe was made to tremble to 
hear me : And told me further, That I was the 
ungodlieſt Fellow for ſwearing, that ever fb: heard 


N i all ber life: and that I by thus deing, was able 1 
® ſpoil all the Youth in the whole Town, if they ca 


> but in my Company. 


24. At this teproof I was filenced, and put 


to ſecret ſhame ; and that too, as I thought, be- 


thatit was a great wonder to my ſelf to ob 
BY ſerve it; ard whereas before Iknew nor how 


fore the God of Heaven: Wherefore while 1 
= food there, and harging down my head, I 


wiſhed with all my heart that I might be a 


little Child again, that my Father might learn 


me to ſpeak without this wicked way of Swea- 
ring : for thought 1, I zm ſo accuſtomed te 
it, that it is but in vain for me re thirk of a 
Reformation, for I thought it could never be 

25. Bur how it came to paſs I know not, I did 
from this time forward ſo leave my ee 


to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oath before, and anos 


ther behind, to make my words have author 


ri y now I could ſpeak better, and with mere 
pleaſantneſs than eve: I could before : all this 
while I knew not Jeſus Chriſt, neither did 1 
leave my Sports and Play. | | | 
26. But quickly-after this, I Fell in eompa- 

ny with one poor man that made pre feſſion of 
Religion, who. as J then thought, did tak 
pleaſantly of the Scrip ures, and of the mat. 
ters of Rel gion: where fore falling into ſome 
love and king to what he ſaid; Ib teok me 
to my Bible, and began to take great pleaſure 
„ 10; 

7 | 


of . 


} 1 criptures of that nature, I could not away 
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CC Grate Abunding | 
in reading, but eſpecially with the Hiſtorical 
art thereof: for as for Paul's Epiftles, and 


with them, being as yet but ignorant either 
of the corruptions of my nature, or the want 
and worth of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave me. | 

27. Wherefore I fell to ſome cutward Re. 
formation, both in my words and life, and 
did ſet the Commandments before me for my 
way to Heaven; which Commandments 1, 
alſe did ſtrive to keep; and as 2 thought did 
keep them pretty well ſometimes, and then : 


a 23 
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29. Now you muft know, that before th 
I had taken much delight in ringing, but my 
Conſcience beginning to be tender, 1 thought 
that ſuch a practice was but vain, and there- 
fore forced my ſelf to leave it; yet my mind 
hankered, wherefors 7 ſhould go to the Steeple- 
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to the Chief of Sinner: 
houſe and look on : Bur 1 thoug 
become Religion neither, yet I forced my ſelf 
and would lock on fill; but quickly after, 

1 begin to think, how if one of the Bells ſhould 
fall, then I chobſe to ſtand under a main Beam 
(Wt ht lay over-thwart the Steeple from ſide to 
Wide, thinking there 1 might fand ſure : 
tben / ſhould think again, | 
with a wing. it might firft hit the wall, nd, 
unding upon me, might ki me for 
eam: This made me ſtand in the 
and now thought 1, Tam ſafe. 
then fall, I cen. 


_ 
ht this did nor 


ſhould the Be 


then re 
all this 
tee ple-daor, | 
*Rernovgh, for if a Bell ſhould 
lip out behind theſe thick walls, and ſo. be 
preſerved notwithſtanding : So after this, 1 
would yet go to ſee them ring, but would 
not go no further than the Steeple-door, but 
then it came into my head, how if the Steeple 
it ſelf ſhould fall, and this theught (ir may 
fill for cught 1know) would, when 1 Reod. 
and looked on,continually fo ſhake my mind, 
that I durſt not ſtand at the Steeple · door an 
longer, but vas forced to fly for fear it ſhould” 
fall upon mine head. | & 
Another thing was my dancing, I was a full 
3 year before I could quite leave it: But all this 
while, when I thought I kept this or that 
= Commandment, or did by word or deed any 
© thing that T thought were g od, I had grear 
peace in my Conſcience, and ſhruld rhibk 
with my ſelf, God cannot chuſe | ur be nw 
pleaſed with me; Yea, to rel»re it in my cn 
way. I thought no man in Erglavdcould plesſe 
God better than l. 


* 


But 
H fall. 


14 Grace Alounding | 
But. poor wretch as I was, I was all this 
while Ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt, and going a- 
bout to eſtabliſh mine own righteouſneſs, had 
periſhed therein, had not God in mercy 
ſhewed me more of my ſtate by nature. 
209. But upon a day, he good providence 
of God did caſt me to Bedford, ro work on my 
cal'ing; and in one of the ſtreets of that 


Town, Icame where there were three or four 
poor women firing at a doo in the Sun, talkj- 


ing about the things of God; and being now 


willing to hear them diſcourſe, I drew near 1 


to hear What they ſaid, for I was now 2 brisk 
Talker alſo my ſelf in the Matters of Religi- 
on: But I may ſay, I heard; but I under esd not, 

for they were far above out of my reach, their 
talk was about 3 new Birth, the work of God 
on their hearts. alſo how they were convin- 
|: ced of their miſerable eſtate by nature: They 
!* taſked how God had, viſited their Souls with his 


luove in the Lord Jeſus, and with what words 
and promiſes they had been refreſhed, comſor- 


ted, and ſupported againſt the temprati- 
ons of the devil: Moreover, they reaſoned of 
the ſuggeſtions and temprarions of Satan in 


'*| particular, and cold to each other, by which 
they had been sfflited, and how they were 
born up under his aſſaults : They alſo diſcour- 
1} ſed of their own wretchednefs of heart, of their 


unbelief, and did contemn, ſlight, and abhor 


their own Righteouſneſs, as filthy and inſuf- 


4 ficient to do them any gord. 

30. And me thought they ſpake 35s if Joy 
did make them ſpezk: They ſpake with wm 
1 | Ples-⸗ 
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to the Chief of Sinners, 15 
pleaſantneſs of Seripture · language, and with 
ſuch appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, that 
they were to me as if they had found à new 
World, as if they were People that delt alone, 
and wers nor to be reckoned amongſt theer neighbours, 
| Numb. 23. 9. wy = 

31. At this 1 felt my own heart began to 
W ſhake, and miftruſt my condition to be naught: 


= For I aw that in all my thoughts about Re- 


ver enter into my mind, neither knew I the 


ligion and Salvation, the New Birth did ne- 


com ſort of the Word and Promife, nor the 


deceitfulneſs and treachery of my own wick- 


ed heart. As for ſecret thoughts, I teok no 


notice of them, neither did Iunderſtand what 
F Latans temptations were, nor how they were 
to be withſtood aud reſiſted, &c. 

; 32. Thus cherefore when I bad heard and 
conſidered what they ſaid, Ileft them and went 
Z about my Employment gain: But their tal 
and diſcourſe went with me, alſo my heart | 
would tarry with them, for | was greatly ,af- | 
feed with their words both becauſe by them] 
was convinced then Iwanted the true Tokens 
of a truly godly Min; and alſo, becauſe by | 


them I was convinc- d of the happy and blei- 


ſed Condition of him that was ſuch an one. 
33 Therefore I ſhould often mike it my 
buſineſs to be going again and again into the 
company of theſe poor people, for I could not 
ſtay away, and the more I wentamongſt them, | 
the more I did queſtion my condition ; andas | 
Iſtin do remember, pretently I found two 


things within me, at which I did ſometimes ll 


marvel 8 


| marvel, (eſpecially conſidering what a bling 


fall under the conviction of what by Scripture 


profits, not perſwaſtons, nor threats, could 1 
2s difficult for me to have taken my mind from 
- ſince to get it again from Earih to Heaven. 


2 Young man in our Town, to whom my 


off, and forſook his company; but abgyt 
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7 Þ Grace Hbounding 
1gnc rant, ſordid, and ungodly wretch but juſt 
before I was) the one was a very great ſoftne(; 
and tenderneſs of heart, which cauſed me to 


1 
J 


they aſſerted and the other was, a great bend: 

ing in my mind to a continual meditating 
on them, and on all other good things which 
at any time I heard or read of. ; } 


4 
* 


2 


34. By th:ſc chings, my mind was now {0 
turned, that it lay like a Horſe-leach at the 
Vein, ſtili crying our, Give, give, Prov. 30 


| 
0 
| 
| 
| 


15 Tea, it was fo fixed on Eternity, and on 


things about the Kingdom of Heaven, (that i 
ſo far as I knew, though as yer, God knows! 
kacw but little) that neither pleaſures, nor 


1 
C 
? 


loote it, or make it let go its hold; and, tho 


I may ſpcak it with ſhame, yet it is in very 


deed a certain truth, it would then have bee 


Heaven to Eaith, as I have found it often 
35 One thing | may not. omit, there wal 


heart before was kait more than to any other, 
but he being a moit wicked crearure for curly 
ing, and ſwearing, and whooring, I ſhook. him 


quarter of a year after J had left him, I me 
him in a certain Lane, and asked him how 4 
did, he after his old ſwearing and mad way 
anſwered, he was well. Bur, Hary, ſaid | 
Why do yu ſwear and curſe thu: * 38 5 wil 
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to the Chief of Sinners. FE Se, 17 
become of you if you die in this condition ? 
He anſwered me in a great chaſe, har wu 


the devil do for company if it wire net for ſuch as 


blind] 
ut juſt 
ofrneſ(; 


me 0887 am. | ; | 
ipturel® 26. About this time, I met with ſome 
dend Rauer, Books that were put forth by ſome of 


tating Jour Country-Mca, which Books were allo 
Which bighly in eſteem by ſeveral old Profeſſors: 
some of theſe 1 read, but was not able te 
ow ſEmike a Judgment about them: Wherefore, 
at theſ as I read in them, and thought upon them, 
v. 30% (feeling my ſelf unable to judge) I ſhould 
nd oof betake my ſelfto hearty prayer in this manner; 
that i O Lord, I am a fool, and not able to know 
,ows I the Truth from errour ; Lord leave me not 
„F noi“ co my ewn blindaeſs, either to. approve of, 
could or condemn this Doctrine; if it be of God, 
, tho let me not deſpiſe it; if it be of the evil, 
| Very let me not embrace it. Lord, Liyy Souf 
been in this matter, only at thy foot, let me not 
| from be deceived, I hunibly beſcech thee. I had 
often one religious intimate Companion all this 
en. while, and that was the poor man that I ſpoke 
e vun of before, but abou this time be alſo turned 
mem a_moſt devi ih Rauter, and gave himſelf up 
other, to all manner of filthigeſs, eſpecially unclean» 
curl neſs; be would Ich deny that there wis & 
K. bia GOD, Angel or Spirit, and would laugh at 
ut all cxhortations to tobriety : When I labour 
Imeſß ed to rebyke his wickedocts, he would laugh 
ow. 1 the more, and pretend that he had gore through 
WAY all Ne could never light upon the * 
aid |, right ting; he told me al(s, that in a lics 
t WY tis time 1ſhould fee all Profeſſors tura th the 
cem -C 7 - 
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ways ef the Rantent: Wherefore,abominating 


of the Bible, either by Reading or Meditation, 


28 Grace Abomding 


«hoſe curſed principles, 7 left his company 
forthwith, and became to him as great a ſtran- 
ger as 1 had been before a familiar. Neither 
was this man only a temptation to me; but my 

Calling lying in the Country, I happened ta 
light into ſeveral peoples company, wha 
though tric in Religion formerly, yet were 


1 
* 
+ 
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alſo ſwept away by theſe Ranters, Theſe would Fi 


alſo talk with me of their ways, and condemn 


me as legal & dark, pretending that they only 4 


Had attained to perfection, that could do what 
they would & not ſin. Otheſe temptationswere 
ſuitable to my fleſh, I being but a young man, 
and my nature in its prime, but God who had þ 
as I hope deſigned me for better things, kept 
me in thefear of his Name, & did not ſuffer me 
to accept of ſuch curſed principles. And 
bleſſed be God who put it in my heart to crx 
to him to be kept and diredted, ſtill diſtruſt- 
ing mine own wiſdom, for 7 have ſince ſeen 
even the effect of thatPrayer in his preſerving F 
me, not only from Ranting Errors, but fxpm * 
Thoſe alſo that bave ſprung up ſince. The 
Bible was precious to me in thoſs days. F 
37. Andnow, me thought, 1 began took 
into the Bible with new eyes, and read as | 
never did before; and eſpecially the Epiſtles 
of the Apoſtle St. Paul were ſweet and pleas; 
fant to me; and indeed, I was then never out 
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Nil) erying out to God, that 1 might know 
the Truth and way to Heaven and Glory. 
29, And a3 1 wont on and read, I Hahted f 
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5 te the Chief of Siu ners. 19 
on that Pafſage, To one is given by the Spirit, tba 
= Word of Wiſdom 3 to another, the Word of Knowledge 
by the ſame Spirit, aud to another, Faith, &c. .. 
= Cor. 12. And though, as 1 have ſince ſcen, 
that by this Scripture the Holy Ghoſt intends, 
in ſpecial, things extraordinary, yet on me 
it then did faſten with conviction, that I did 
= want things ordinary, even that underſtand- 
ing and wiſdom that other Chriſtians had. 
On this word 7 muſed, and could not tell 
what to do, eſpecially this word [ Faith] put 
me to it, for J could not help it, but ſome- 
times muſt queſtion whether ! had any Faith 
or no, but 7 was loth to conclude I had no 
3 Faith : For, if I do ſo, thought 7, then I ſhalt 4 
3F count my ſelf a very Caſt-away indeed. *© 
3 39 No, ſaid 1 with my ſelf, though Izm 
convinced that I am an ignorant ſor, and that 
X 1 want thoſe bleſſed Gifts of Knowledge and 
2 Underſtanding that other good People have, 
yet at a venture 1 will conclude, IZM not al- 
together faithleſs, though 1 know not what 
Faith is. For it was ſhewed me, and that too 
(as Ihave ſince ſeen) by ſatan, that thoſe who 
conclude themſelves in a faithleſs ſtate, have 
neither reſt nor quiet in their Souls; and I was 
loth to fall quite into deſpair. . 

40 Wherefore, by this Suggeſtion, I Was 
for 4 while made afraid to 725 my want of 
Faitk; but God would not ſuffer me thus to 
undo and deſtroy my Soul, but did contiually 
againſt this my blind and ſad concluſion, ere 
ate ftill within me ſuch ſuppoſitions, inſomueh 
that 1 could not reft content, until 1 did now 

C2 1 come 
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_ Erace Mounding * 
come to ſome certain knowledge whether 173 
. Had Faith or no; this always running in my 
Mind ; B»t hew :{ you want Faith indeed? But hes 
lan you tell zou have Firth? And beſides, ſaw if 
Jor certain if I had it not, 1 was ſure to periſh 
for ever. 1 9 
41. So that thouꝑb I endeayonred at the fir MF 
to Jock over the buſineſs of Faith, yet in a 3 
lietle time, I better conſidering the matter, 
; was willing to put my ſelf upon the tryal, 
- whether I h:d Faith or no, But alas, poor 
wretch! fo ignorant and brutiſh was I, that I 8 
kuen tc this day no more how to do it, than 
I know how to begin and accompliſh that rate 
and curicus piece of Art, which Inever yet 
wor confdered, | 
42. Wherefore, while I was thus conſider. 
zng, and being put to my plunge #bour it, 
(for you muſt know that as yet 7 hed in this 
matter bioken my mind to do man, only did 
&z2x znd conſider) the tempter came in wih 
this deluſion, ther there was no way for me 
to know J had Faith, but by trying to work 
ſome Miracle, urging thoſe Scriptures that 
' ſe;m to look that wzy, for the inforcing and 
| - . ſtrengthening his temptation. Nay, one day 
#; as] wes betwixt Elfte and*Bedford, the temp 
tation was hot upon me to try-if 7 had Faith 
buy doing ſome Miracle; which Miracle 28 
cat time was this, J muſt ſay to the Puddles 
chat were in the Hoiſe-pads, Be dry; and to 
tbe dry pleces, Be you the Puddlis; and truely 
one time 1 was going to fxy fo indeed, but 
iaſtas I was about to ſpeak, this thought came | 
| 55 | * * "REQ; 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 1 
into my mind, But go under vonder hedge, n 
pray firft, that Grd would male you able: But 
when | had concluded to pray, this came hot 
upon me, That if 1 prayed, and came again 
and tried to doit, and yet did nothing not- 


b 8 withſtanding, then be ſure I had no Faith, bue 


woas a Caſt-away, and loſt: Nay, thought I; 


4” 
do. 
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iki be ſo, 1 will never try yet, but will tay a 
lictle longer. 


43 So 1 continued at a great Iofs, for I 


thought if they only had Faith which could 
do ſuch wonderful things, then 1 concluded, 
that for the preſent 1 neither had it, nor yet 
for time to come were ever like to have it. 


Thus 7 was toſſed betwixt the devil and my 


2 own ignorance, and ſo perplexed, eſpecially 


at ſome times, that 1 could not tell what to 


44. About this time, the Nate and happineſs 


3 of theſe poor people at Bedford, was thus in a 
kind of a Viſion preſented to me: 1 ſaw as if 


they were ſet on the Sunny ſide of ſome high 


Mountain, there refreſhing themſelves with 
= the pleaſant Beams of the Sun, while I wag 
Z ſhivering and ſhrinking in the cold, afflicted 


with froſt, ſnow, and dark clouds: Me thought 


7 alſo berwixt me and them 1 ſaw a wall that 


did compaſs about this Mountain; new; 

through this wall, my Soul did greatly deſire 

to paſs, concluding, that if I could, I would 

go even into the very midſt of them, and there 

— comfort my ſelf with the heat of their 
un 


45. Abont this Wall thought mv Cre 


n FT YT A : y 
r N 


hs 


* 


' _ 
U 
. 
198 
1 *. 
1 
# — 


2 
. f © 
af * 
*Y 
- 
. 
* 
4 


22 Grace Abtunding 

Kb again and gain, ſtill praying as I went, to 
fee it I could find ſome way cr peſſage by 
which I might enter therein, bur none 
could I find for ſome time: At the laſt I faw, | 
us it were, a narrow pap, like a lictle door. 


way in the wall, thorow which Iattempted 


to paſs: Now. the pifſage being very ſtrait, 
end narrow, I made mavy effets ro get in, 
bur all in vein, even until T'was wel nigh 


quite beat out by ſtriving to get in: At la, MW 
with great ſinving. me thought Tat i: (t*di4 


get in my head, and afrer that, by a ſideling ” 
Ariving, my ſhoulders, and my- whole body: 


Then was I <x:eeding glad, and went and ſax 


down in the midfi' of them, and fo was com- 
Sorted with*the lißpht and heat of their Sun. | 
46 Now; this Mountain and Wall, &. 


iz chus made out tome: The Miunrain £ 


fignificd, the Church of the Living God: The | 


Sun that ſhone thereon, the comfortable $hin- | 


ing of his merciſul Face on them thar were 


therein: The Wall T thought was the Word, 
that did make ſeparation between the Chriſti. 3 


ans ard the World ; And, the Gap which was 


in this Wall, F'rhought was Jefus Cheiſt, who 
is the way to God the Father, en 14. 6. 


Matr. 7. 14 But for as'much as the Paſſage |} 


was wondertul narrow, even ſo narrow, that 


+ FT £oul f not but wirk great difficulty emer in 


thereat; it fhewed me, That none could enter 
into Life, bur thoſe that were in down: gight 


"earneſt ; and unbeſs alfo they left this wicked 


e 


15 y 
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world bebind them; for here was only room 
far Body and Soul, but no: for Bed and Soul, 
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to the Chief of Sinner. 21 
47. This reſemblance bode upon my Spi- 
rit many days, a!l which time I ſaw my ſelf 
in a forlorn and ſad condition, but yet was 
provoked to a vehemenr hunger, ard deſire 
to beone oſthat number that didſit in theSuns 
ſhine: now alſo 1 ſhould pray where ever [ 


| was, Whether ,ar home or abroad, in houſe or 
field, ard ſhould alſo often with Iifring up of 
ZZ heart, ſing thar of the fifty firſt Plalm,G Lord, 
I c:nſider my «if eſr ; for as yet Tknew not where 
= I was. | 


48. Neither us yet could J attsin to any 5 
comfortable perſwaſion that I had Faith in 


OCbrin ; but jagead of bavirg ſotis faction, 


here T began to find my Soul to be aſſeulted 


wich freſh, doubts about my future happineſs, 


eſyecially * wh ſuch as theſe, ether I was 
r He; but hw if the Day ef Grace ſbould now' by 
paſt and gene? * . chaſe 
49 By theſs twe Temptations I 'was very 
much effficted and difquiered ; ſometimes by 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. 
And firſt! te ſpeak of hit abbut my queſtion» 
ing my election; I found at this time, that 
though I wasin a flame to find the way ro 
Heaven and Glory, and though nothing could 
beat me off from this, yet this queſtion did ſo 
cfend and diſcourage me, that I was eſpeci- 
ally ar ſome times, as if the very ſtfengtk of 
my body alſo had bien takin away by the 
force and powerthereof. This Scripture alfo 
did ſeem to me to trample upon all my de- 
lirts, I 1: neither in him that willtth, ner in him 
na 


and labour until my heart did break, no good 


+) 


24 . Gram Abounding ö 
that ruuneth, but in God that fheweth mreey 
Rom. 9 | "i 

5o, With this Scripture I could not tell 
what to do, for I evidently ſaw, vnleſs that 
the great God of his infinite Grace and Boun. 
ty, had voluntarly choſen me to be a Veſſel off 


Mercy, though I ſhould deſire, and long 


= ww „„ ww 


could come of it. Therefore this would ftil 
ſtick with me, How can you tell you are e 
lected? And what if you ſhould not, how 
| $1.0 Lord, thought I, what if 7 ſhould not 
indeed? it may be you are not, ſaid the Temp. 
ter: it may be ſo indeed, thought J. Why 73 
then ſaid Satan, you had as good leave off, 
and ſtrive no further; for if indeed you ſnould 
not be elected and choſen of God, there is no 
talk of your being ſaved : For it is neither in 
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him that wille h, wor in him that runueth, but in 
God that ſheweth mercy. * | 
52, By theſe things I was driven to my 
wits end, ner knowing what to ſay, or how 
to anſwer theſe temptations, ( indeed I little ZE 
thought that Sarzn had thus aſſaulted me, but 
. that rather it was my Own prudence thus to 4 
ſtart the queſtion ) for that the ele& only at- 
tained eternal life, that I without ſcrupſe did 
heartily cloſe withall : but that my ſelf was 
one of them, there lay the queſtion, ; 
53. Thus therefore for ſeveral days I was | 
greatly aſſaulred and perplexed, and was of- 
ten, when I have been walking, ready to ſink 
where I went, with faintneſb in my min ; 
| g ak 


= 


* 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 25 
but one day, after I had been ſo many weeks 
WT oppreſſed and caſt down therewith, as I was 
now quite giving vp. the Ghoſt-of ll my 


Wreey 


fo hopes of ever attaining Life, that ſentence fel 
Boun with weight upon my Spirit, Leok at the Genes 
ſſel of if 3 rations of ole, ee, did ever any truſt in Cod, C-were 
long,“ tenf unded? r 

good 54. Ata hick I was greatly lightned, and 


encouraged in my Soul, for thus at that ver 

re e. inſtant it was expounded to me: Begin at the 

how BR #-7inning of Geneſis, and read te the and of the . 
Revelation, ard Teeif jou can find that there wat 


* - BA 
+ a 


I not % that ever, trifled in the Lard, and was confound- 
emp. S0 ecming home, I preſently went to my 
Why & Bible to ſee if 1 could find that ſaying, not 
off, doubting but to find it preſently, for it was 


ould Wo freſh, and with ſuch ſtrength and comfort 
s no on my Spirit, that I was as if it. talked with 
me. ' "i 
win 1s Well, Ilooked, but I found it not, on- 
I ir abode upon me; then Idid ask firſt this 
good mam and then another if they knew 
here it was ; but they. knew no ſuch pflsce: 
l at this Iwondered that ſuch a ſentence thou 


bue ſo fuddenly and with ſuch comfort. and 
's to frenerh ſeize and abide upen my heart, and 
at. Vet that none could find it. (for I doubted 


did not hut it was in hols Seripture. ) ; oh 
| 56. Thus I.continurd above à yeer, and 


as oy could not find the place, but ar la} caſting 
DES mine «ye into the See ypb Books I found it 
of. in Zcclefsaflrews, Feclef, 2.10. This at the firſt 


did fomewhat daunt me. bu! becauſe by this 
time I had got more experience of the love 
218 ' . and 
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26 Grace Abounding 


ber that one day as 1 was walking into thi 


and kindnefs of Gad, it troubled me the leſs: 
efpecially when 7confidered, that though i 
it was not in thoſe texts that we call Holy and 
Canonical, yet for as much as this ſentenee 
was the fum and ſubſtance of many of th 
Promiſes, it was my duty to take the comfon 
of it, and Ibleſs God for that word, for ii 
was of God to me: that word doth ſtill a 
times ſhine before my face, "I 

57. After this, tbat other doubt did come, 
with ſtrength upon me, But how if the day iff 
Grace ſhould be paſt and gene? how if you have 
overſtood the time of Mercy? Now Iremem' 


Country, I was much in the thoughts of this 
but Lew if the day of Grace be paſt ? And 
to ?ggravate my trouble, the Tempter pre- 
ſented to my Mind thoſe good People off 
Bedford, and ſuggeſted thus unto me, tha 
theſe being converted already, they were all 
that God would ſave in thoſe parts, and thai 
I came too late, for theſe had got the Bl: Ning 
before IT came. : 3 

58. Now wes IJ in great diſtreſs, thinking 
in very deed that this might be well ſo: 
Wherefore I went vp and down bemoaning 
my ſad condition, counting my ſelf far worſe 
than a thouſard fools, for ſtanding off thu 
Jong, and ſpending ſo many years in ſin as I 
have done: flill crying out ! Oh that I had 
turned ſooner ! Oh that 7 had turned 
ſeven years ago: It made me alſo an 
gry with my ſelf, to think that 1 ſhould have 
no more wit but to trifle away my time till 
my Soul and Heaven were loſt, >, BA 


to the Chief of Sinners, 27 
59. But when 1 had been long vexed with 
this fear, and was ſearce able to take one ſtep 
gh it more, juſt about the ſame place where I re- 
y aniMfeived my other encouragement, theſe words 
tenc: broke in upon my mind, Compel them to come 
f the», [hat my Houſe may be filled, and yet there it 
mforWh om, Luke 14. 22, 23. Theſe words, hut 
for i eſpecially them, And yer there 151 room, were 
ill 1 weet words to me; for truly I thought that 
y them I ſaw that there was place enough in 
come ieaven for me; and moreover, that when 
day ihe Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe words, He then 
haveſdid chink of me, and that He knowing the 
mem time would come that I ſhould be afflicted 
o the with fear, that there was no place left for me 
f this in his Boſom, did before ſpeak this word, and 


| leſs: 


And leave it upon Record, that I might find hel 
r pre'Wrhereby againſt this vile temptation, this I 
le os then verily believed. 
, that 60. In the light and encouragement of this 
ere al word, Iwent a pretty while, and the comfort 
d th ws the more, when I thought that the Lord 
1; ſſinghJeſus ſhould think on me fo long ago, and 
that he ſhould ſpeak them words on purpoſe 
inkingſ for my ſake, for I did then think verily that 
I ſo:Whe did on purpoſe ſpeak them to encourage 
daning me withall. | 
worſe But I was net without my temptations to 
ff thu go back again ; temptations, I ſay, both from 
n as Satan, mine own heart, and carnal acquaine 
11 tance ; but I thank God, theſe were out- 
curne 


weighed by that ſound ſenſe of Death, and of 
the Day of Judgment which abode, as it were 


Sentinually in my view. Ifſkould often alſo - 
— 4 


fo an- 
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me till 


. But 


» 
"a r 
WY: a 


FRY a a4 


. % r 
= 7 MAT, 


EEG ale, is ps To 


- 
— 


4 
15 
15 
3 
70 
19; 
1 
1 
| 4 
f 
: 

0 
Fl 
4 
ro, þ 
. 
£ 


. 
* 


————— 


| or if we did Pare the Hof like the Swine; 5 


— — — — — = — 


28 Grace Abound ing 4 
think on Nebucbaanengar, of whom it is aig 
He had given him all the Kirg aims of the Earth, 
Dan. 5. 18, 19. Yet thought I, if this greu 
Man had all his Portion in this World, om 
Hour in Hell Fire would make him forget all, 
Which conſideration was a great help to me. 

81. I was alſo made about this time to ſel 
fomething concerning the Beaſts that Moſu 
counted clea & unclean. I thought:thoſe Beal; 
were types of men; the clean, types of them 
that were the People of God; bur the unclean, 
types of ſuch as were the children of the 
wicked one. Now I read, that the clean 
Bes ſts chewed the Cud; that is, thought 1M 
they ſhew us we muſt feed upon the word off 
God: they alſo parted the Hoof, I thought 
that ſignified, we muſt part, if we weuld be 
ſaved, with the ways of ungodly Men: And 
alſo, in further reading abvur them, f found, 
that though we did ches the Cad as the 
Hare; yet if we walk-d wich c!aws like a Dog 


yet if we did not chew the Cud as the Sheep, 
we were {1111 for all that but unclean: for 18 
thought the Hate to be àa type of thoſs thut 
tak of the Word, yet walk in the ways offi 
Sin, and the Swine like him that partcth with! 
his outward Pollutions, bur ftil! wanteth the 
Word of Fai h, without which there could 
be no way of Salvation, let a Man be never fo 
devour, Deut. 14. ay 5 
62. After th's, I faund by reading of the 
Word, that thoſe that matt be glorified with 
Chriſt ia another World, Muſt be raed by 2 
1 i 760 


; ts the Chief of Shnnevy. 2 
Pere, Called to the partaking of a ſhare in his 


Tok Word and Righteouſncfs, and te the Com- 
great : forts and ficſt Fruits of his Spirit, and fo a 


om peculiar Intereſt in all thoſe heavenly things, 

4 „ which do indeed forefit the Soul for that 

"me Reſt and Houſe of Glory which is in Heaven 

to fe above. . 

2 63. Here againT was at a very grem ſtand, 

Beal not knowing what to de, fearing I was not 
= called; for, thought I, if I be not called, 


_ what then can do me goed ? None but thoſe 
F che who are eff: Qually called, inherit the King. 
aht 1 words that ſpake of a Chriffien: Calling! ag 
ord of When the Lord ſaid to one, Hades we, and ro 


another, Come after me: And oh, thought 1, 


ought 

de that he would ſay to me too! How gladly 
And would I run after him. 

ound, 64. I cannot now expreſs with what long · 


ings and breathings in my Soul, I ccyed to 


the n 
"M0 Chriſt to call me. Thus I continued for a 


a Dog 
ovine time all on a flame to be converted co Jeſu 
See p | Chriſt, and did alſo ſee at that day at gr 
for ia a Converted State, that I could not be 
e chu! contented without a ſhare therein, Gald? 
iys off could it have been gotten for geld, whit 
with could I have given for it! Had I had but a 
th rhef whole World, it had all gone ten thouſand 
could times over for this, that my Soul might have 
Mee been in a gonverted ſtate. 


65. How lovely now was every ons in 
of the Wine eyes, that I thought te be converted 
2 with Men and Women ?Fhey ſhone, they walked 
by bin like a People that cartied the broad Seal of 

here — Heaven 


30 | Grace Ahawnding 
Heaven about them. Ok! I ſaw the lot wa; i 
fallen to them in pleaſant places, and they il 
had a goodly Heritage, P/sl. 16. Bur tha if 
which made me fick, was that of Chriſt, in 
Mark, He went wp inte 4 mountain, and called u 
him whom he would, aul they came unto him 
Mark 3. 13. | 8 

66. This Scripture made me faint. and 
fear, yet it kindled fire in my ſoul, That 
which made, me fear was this, leſt Chriſt 
ſhould have no liking to me, for he called 


whom ke world ; But oh the glory that 1 al 
I vn that condition, did ſtill ſo engage my 
F Heart, that I could ſeldom read of any that 
4 15 Chriſt did call, but I preſently wiſhed 
4 1 would I had been in their Cloaths, would I 
4 Nj 4 Had been born Porter, would I had been born 
= Jobn, or would I had been by, and had heard 
== kim when he called them, how would | 


uve cryed, O Lord, cad me alſo! but Oh, I 


15 feared he would not call me. : 
BE 67. And truty the Lord let me go thu 
Ki 6 many Months together, and ſhewed me no- 


"4 thing, either that I was already, or ſhould be 
Called hereafter, But at laſt, after much 
time ſpent, and many groans to God, that 1 3 
might be made partaker of the holy and he- 
venly calling, that werd came in upon me, 
I Wit cleanſe their Blood that I have not cleanſed, 
ſor the Lord dweleth in Sion, Joel 3. 21. Theſeſ 
words I thought were ſent to encourage mel 
to wait ſtill upon God, and ſignißed unto 
me that if I were not alteady, yet time might 
come I might be in truth converted unto 
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to the Chief of Sinners, | 37 
6. About this time I began to break my 
mind to thoſe poor people in Bedford, and 
to tell them my condition; which when 
they had heard, they told Mr. Gifford of me, 


W who himſelf alſo took occaſion to talk with 
me, and was willing to be perſwaded of 
me, thoogh I think but fre m little grounds: 


but he invited me to his bouſe, where I 


0 $ſ:0u!d hear him confer with others about 


the dealings of God with their Seul ;from all 


W which I till received more conviction, and 
from that tims began to ſee ſomething of the 
= vanity and inward wretchedneſs of my wic- 


W ked heart, for 3s yet I knew no great mat- 
* Ee — 
ter therein, but now it began to be diſcove- 


1 rea unto me, and alſo to work at that rate 


as it never did before. Now'I evident] 
found, that uſts and corruptions put fort 


| themſelves within me, in wicked theughts 


and deſites, which 1did not regard before : 
My defires alſo for heaven and life began to 
fiir: F found alſo, that whereas before my 
you! was full of longings after God, now it 
began to Kinker after every fooliſh vanity; 
yea my heart would not be moved to mind 
that that was good, it began to be careleſs 
both of my ſovland heaven; it would new 


ry duty,znd was asaclog on the leg of a Bird 
to binder me from flying. 


69. Nay, thought l, now I' grow worſe 


and worſe, now am I farther from Copyer- 


fion then ever'] was before; wherefbre I be- 


gen to fink greotly in my Soul, and began 
D 2 i to- 


continually hing back bath to, and in eve= 
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d well in the Land. 5 


32 Grace Homding | 
to entertain ſuch, difconragernent in my 
heart, 28 laid me 23 low ns hell; if now 1 
ſhould bave burned at a flake, I could no: 
believe that Chriſt had love fer me: Alas, 
I could neither hear kim, nor ſee him, nor 
fee] him, nor favour any of his things: 1 


1 . 


was driven as with a Tempeſt, my heart 


would be unclean, the Cargaxite; would 

70. Scmetimes I would tell my condition 
te the people of Ged ; which when they 
heard they would pity me, and would tel 
me of the promiſes, but they had as goed have 
told me, that I muſt reach the Sun with my 
Anger, as have bidden me teceire or rely $ 
upon the Pre miſe, and as ſcon 1 ſhould have 
acne it, 21 my ſenſe and feeling was againſt 
me; and I ſaw I hd a heart that would fin, 
and Jay under a Law that weuld condemn. i 

72. Iheſe things have often made me 
thirk of the Child which the Father brought 
to Chriſt, w ho while he was yet 4 coming to him, 
was threwn down by the Devil, and alſo ſe ria 
and tern by him, that be lay and walowed foarning, i 


k - M k 28. | : 
F 


72. Further, in theſe a 
my heart to ſhut it felf up 2gainſt the Lord, 
and againft his holy Word ; I have found 
my unbelicf to ſet as it were the ſhoulder to 
the docr to keep him out, and that too, e- 
ven then when] have with many a bitter ſigh 
cried, Good Lord breakit open: Lr breaf 
theſe gates of bh aſs, and cut the bars iren aſul. 
der, PL 107,16, Vet that word 2 
| ad * 
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to the chf of Sinueti. 31 
ometime create in my heart a peaceable 


my | 


w 1 5 pauſe, I girded Thee, though thos koft not knowl 


vet We, Iſaizh 45: 5: | 
Alas, 73. But all this while, as to the aQ of ſin- 
nor ning: I never was more tender then now, 
I durft not take z pin, or ſtick, though bur ſo 
neirt pig as a ſtraw, for my Conſcience now was 
ould More, and would ſmart at every touch: I 
could not now tell how to ſpeak my words 
itlon for fear I kould miſ-place them: O how 
they Wiingerly did T then go, inall I did or faid: 
tell found my f(elf.as on a miry Bog, that fkook, 
have if Idid but ſtir, and was as there left, both of 
XZ God, and Chr, and the Spirit, and all good 
things 
= 74. But I obſerve, though I was ſuch a 
S creat ſinner before Converſion. Vet God 


» <4 


my ignorance upon me, only he ſhewed me 
1 was loſt if I had not Chriſt, beeauſe I had 


righteouſneſs to preſent me without fault 
before Gow, and that this righteouſneſs was 
Jeſus Chriſt. 3 

75. But my original and inward pollution, 


on; that Tſaw at a dreadful rate always put- 


ider to ting furth it ſelf within me, that I had the 


too, e. 


4 bread 


on. «ſun-W Gods eyes too, ſin und cortup ion, I ſaid 


would Would 2s naturally bubble out of my heart, 
ſome D 3; | 


- 


W never much charged the guilt of the fins of 
been afinner. I ſaw that I wanted a perfect 
no where to be found but in the perſon of 
that, that it was my plague and my sffliQi» ' 


guilt of to amazement; by reaſon of that, - | 
ter ſighſt was more loathſome in mine own eyes 
than was a Toad, and I thought Iwas ſo in 
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34 Grace unt | 
25 water would bubble out of a fountain. 15 
thought now that every one had 2 bettet 
heart than I had; I could have changed heut, 
with any body, I thought, nope but the 
Devil himſelf could equalize for n £ 
wickedneſs and pollution of Mio. I fell 
therefore at the ſight of mine _ Ain 5 
deeply into deſpair, for, I: concluded tha 
this condition that 1 was in, could not ande 
with a fate of Grace, fare thought 7, I an 
forſaken of God, ſure lam given up to thi I 
Devil, and toc a reprobate Mind, and thus I 
continued a long while, even for ſome yea: 
together. Fo 
76. While I was thus :fMiQed with chi 
fears of my own damnation, there were two 
things would make.me wonder; the was 
when I: ſaw old people hunting After the 
things of this life, as if they tkould live here 
always; the other was, when I found Prof 
feffors much diſtreſſed and caſt down when 
they met with outward loſſes, as of Husbandi 
Wife, Child, Cc. Lord, thought I, what a diff 
is here about ſuch little things as theſe f 
what ſecking after carnal things by ſome 
and what gricf in athers:for the loſs of them 
if they ſo much labour after, and ſpend (ol 1 
many tears for the things of this preſent life 3 
how am I co be bemoaned, pitied and prayfi ; 
ed for | my Soubis dying, my Soul is damn 
ing. Were my Soul but ina good conditionf 
ond were I but ſure of it, ah! how rich 
mould I «Reem: my ſelf, though bleſt but 


with Biead and Water: I ſhquld count tho 


to the Chief of nN. 35 
in. I but fmall sfflictions, and hound bear them 
bettet 25 little burdens. A wounded Spirit who can 
| heut bear? | 
57. And though I was thus troubled and 


It _ the 
ward toſſed, sfflicted with the fight and ſenſe and 
I fell terror of my own wickedneſs, yet I was a- 
lenofs, I fraid to let this ſenſe and fight go quite off 
d tha my mind: Fer I found, that unleſs guilt of 
t Mandi conſcience was taken off the right way, that 
I ani is, by the blood of Chriſt, a man grew rather 
to this worſe for the loſs of his trouble of mind, 
thus than better, Wherefore, if my guilt lay hard 
e yea upon me, then I ſhould ery that the blaod 
= of Chrift might take it oft: And if it was go» 
ith the ing of without it, (for the ſenſe of fin would 
re two be ſometimes as if it would die, and go quite 
e was away) then 1 would alſo ſtrive te fetch it 


ter the 
ve here 
d Prof 

when 
1sbandF 


| upon my heart again, by bringing the pu- 
niſhment for ſin in hell firc upon my Spirit, 
and ſhould cry, Lora, let it nit go off my hears 
but the right way, but by the blood of Cbriſt, and 
by the application of thy mwrcy thore him to my 


at a di Sen; For that Scripture lay much upon me, 
theſe i Without ſbedding of blood there 1 n«remiſſun, Heb. 
ſome 9: 22, And that which made me the more 2. 
them fraid of this, was, becauſe I had feen ſome, 


end {0 
nt life; 
d pray 
; dat 


who, tho when they were under wounds of 
Conſcience, would cry and pray, yet, ſeek- 
ing rather preſent eaſe: from their trouble, 
than pardon for their fin, cared not how they 


dition loft their guilt; ſe they got it out ef their 

w rich mind: Now, having got it off: the wrong 

eſt buff way, it was not ſanQrked unto them; bur 

t tho bey grew- harder znd blinder, and more 
bu Wicked 


36 Grace bounding 
wicked after their trouble. This made me We. 
afraid, and made me cry to God the more; Q 
that it might nat be ſo with me | 
78. And now was I forry that God had 
made me a man, for I feared + was a repro. 
bate: I counted man, as unconves ted, the 
moft doleful of all the creatures. Thus be. 
ing afflicted and toſſed about my fad conditꝭ Wi 
on, I counted my ſelf alone, and above the 
moſt of men unbleſt. 1,2 
- 79 Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever 
I ould attain te fo much goodneſs of heart, 
as to thank God that ke had made me a man, 
Man indeed is the moft noble, by creation, | 
_ of all the creatures in the viſible World, but 
by fin he hed made himſelf che moft ignoble. fl 
The beaſts, birds, fiſhes, t. I bleſſed their 
condition, for they had not a ſinful nature, | 
they were not obnexrous to the wrath of God, 
they were not to go te hel! fire after death, 
I:conld therefore have rejoiced, bad my | 
-- condition been as zny Of theirs. - E 
90. In this conditien I went a great while, 
but when comſorting time was come, I heard ane 
one preach a Sermon upon theſe words in the: 
Serg (bang 4. 1.) Brbold then urt fair, my lev i 
brhold thou art fair; but at that time he made 
theſe two words, My Love, his chief and ſub- 
jet Matter; from which, after he had a Lth 
tle opened the Text, he obferved theſe ſevei 
ral Concluſions 1. That the Church, and ſo 


every ſaved Sonl, is Chriſts Leve, when ar. 
Joveleſs: 2; Chrifts Love without s Cauſe W/*? 


2 Chriſty Love, when hated of tbe Worlds. 
* | 4+ Chriſt 


\ \ CE. 
bo Wok bn OD en 


to the Chief of Sinners, 8 > 
 Chrifts Love when under Temptation and 
nder Deſertion. 5. Chriſts Love from firſt 

o laſt. | 
(8 $r. But J got nothing by what he faid at 
»reſent, only when he came to the Appli- 
Cation of the fourth particular, tbis was the 
Word he ſaid, If it be ſo that the ſaved Sul it 
riß, Love, when under Temptation and Deſert i- 
: Then peer tempmd Seoul, when thou art aſſaut- 

ed and affiified with Temptations, and the hiding 
et pf Gods Face, u think on theſe two words, MY 

Kos, Pill. | 
= 82. So as I was going home, theſe words 
ame 2gain inte my thoughts, and I well re- 
Wnember as they camein, Iſaid thus in my 
cart, hat ba I get by thinking on theſe two 
cir trat? This thoug kt had no ſooner paſſed 
re, through my heart, but theſe words began thus 
od eo kindle in my ſpirit, Thou art wy Leve, the 
ert ny Deus, twenty times together; and Rill - 
s they ren thus in my Mind, they waxed 
longer and warmer, and began to make 
ile, me look up; but being as yet between hope 
ardand fear, 7 mill replyed in my heart, But is 
the true? but i it true? At which that ſen» 
ewe tence ſell in vpen me, He wi not that it was 
true Which was dine unte kim of the Angel, Ads 
. 

33. Then I began to give place to the 
eve. Word, which witk power did ever and over 
make this joyful ſpund within my Soul, Theu 
henfſWort m Lowe, thew art my Love, and not hing frat 
uſe. Wc parate thee from wy Love! and with that, Rom. 
lags. 39. came into my Mind, Now was my If 
ii bears ( 


1 1 
- 


| 
| 


——— 


58 Grace ee ah 

besrt filled fall of comfort and hope, andfj 4 
now I could believe thee my fins ſhould bei 
forgiven me, yea I was now ſe taken with] A 
the love and mercy of God, that I remember if Ti 
I could not tell how to contain till J got 7 
home, Itheught Icould have ſpoken cf high 1 
Love and have told of his Mercy. to me, e ven f 


to the very Ctows that ſat upon the pio bY 
Lands before me, bad they been capable to 2 a 
have underſtood me, wherefore I ſaid in e 
Sonl with much -1adneſs, Wel, I would 1 Loft = 
a Pre and Ink hire, I would write this down befor 1. 
1 go any Furt ber, for ſarely 1 wil vet forget ti A 
fonrty years hence; but alas! within leſs thu - 
fourty days 1 began to queſtion al! gin ne 
by times, fell to my old courſes again, which 5 <2 


made mo begin to queſtion all li}. 
$4. Vet ſtill ot times, I was helped to be 

lie ve that it was a true munifeſlaticncf Gen 
unto my Foul, though 7 had Joſt much oi 
the life and ſavour of it. Now about a wet 
or fortnight after this, 1 was wuch follow 
by this Seripture ; Simon, $i mos, bebols, Sata 
bath difred to bave you, Luk. 22.31 and ſom 
times it would ſound ſo loud within me, ye 
and as it were call fo Nrongly aſter me, thal 
ones above all the reſt, I turned my head oi 
ver my ſhoulder, thinking verily that ſol 
Man had behind me called me, bein I I. 
great diftance, me though? he called "19 loudf 
itcameas 1 have thonghwyfince to have ſti 
red me up to Prayer ard to Watehfulneſs, | 
came to acquaint me that a cloud and flort 
was coming down upon me, but 7 w_ 
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tothe Chief of Srumie77: 19 

Nacod it not. Alſo as I remember, that time 
nahes it called to me ſo loud, it -wahihe laft 
de ime that it ſounded in mine Ears, hubme- 
ih hinbs 7 hear ſtill with what a loud waits 
e heſe words, Sizes, Simon ſounded mimy 
"BF 2rs. I thought verily, as J have told you, 
hc lome body had called after me that was 
OR 2'f a Mile behind me; and although that 
as not my Name, yet it made me ſuddenly 
_"Wook behind me, believing that he that called 
MET loud meant me. | 

= 86. But ſo fooliſh wes 7, and ignorant, 

hat 1 knew not the reaſon of this ſound, 
"BY which as I did both ſee and feel ſoon after, 

as ſent from Heaven as an Alarm to awaken 
nc to provide for what was coming] only it 

Er ould make me muſe, and wonder in my 
Mind to think. what fhonld be the reaſon. 
| be hat this Seripture, and that at this rate, ſo 
ah ſten, and ſo loud, ſhould ſtill be ſounding 
b nd ratling in mine Ears. But, as I ſaid be- 
* <"Forc, ! ſoon after perceived the end of God 
2 lherem- | 
%% 87. For about the ſpace of aMonth after, a 
rerygreat Scorm came down upon me, which 
andlcd me twenty times worſe than all 1 
id met with before ; It eame ſcaling upon 
e, now by one piece, then by another; 
Bart, all my comfort was taken from me,then 
WDarkneſs ſcized upon me, after which, whole 
oods of blaſphemies, both againſtGod, Chrift, 
Id the Scriptures, was poured upon my 
dpirit to my great gonfuſton and aftoniſh» 


nent. Theis blaſphomous: thoughts were 
_— _— ——— 


Sod or Chriſt ? And whether the Holy 
Scriptures were not rather a Fable and cus 


*tryes and Kingdoms, ſhould be withouf 
the knowledge of the right Way to Heil 


that we only, who live in a corner of tt 


them; but alas! I quickly felt, when 17 thi 


> CGErnct Abounding 7. 
ſuch 28 ſtirr6dYp Queſtions in me againf} 
the very*Being of God, and of his only be. 
louved bon; as whether there were in truth! 


2 Story, than the holy and pure Word o 
od. ; : | 

88. The Tempter alſo would much afl:y] 
me with this: How can you tell bur chit 
the Tarks had as good Scriptures to provi 
their Mabomet the Saviour, as we have u 
prove our Jeſus is: and could 7 think thif 
"fo many ten thouſands, in ſo many Cound 


© ven, (if there were indeed a Heaven) an{ 


* Earth, ſhould alone be bleſt therewith! 
* Every one doth think his own Religiod 
* righteſt, both Jews, and Mort, and Pagan, 
© and how if all our Faith, and Chrift, a 
* Scriptures, ſhould be but a think ſo too, 

$9. Sometime I have endeavoured to i 
gu againſt theſe Suggeſtions, and to ({ 
ſome of the Sentences ef bleſſed Paul again 


did, ſuch arguings as theſe would return i 
gain upon me; Though we made ſo gre! 

a Matter of Paul, and of his Words, yt 
© how could Itell but that in very deed, by 
* being a ſubtile and cunning Man, "y 
* give himſelf up to deceive with ſtrong Dt 
© luſions, and alfo take the pains and trat 
to undo and deſtroy his Fellows. 
ga; Th 
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to the Chiry of Stuners, - . fp 
92. Theſe Suggeſhons (with many other 
which at this time I my net, nor dare not 
utter, neither by word or Pen) did make 
ſuch a ſeizure upon my Spirit, and did ſs 
over-weigh my heart, both with their name 
ber, continuance, and fiery force, that I felt, 
23 if there were nothing elſe but theſe from 
morning to night within me, and as though 
indeed there could be room for nothing elle; 
And allo c-ncluded, that God had in very 
wrath to my Soul, given me up to them, to 


ty whirl-wind. | 
91. Only by thediftaſte that they gave un- 
to my Spirit, I felt there was ſo nethi g in me 
that refuſed to embrace them: but this conſide- 
ration Ithen only had, when God gave me 
leave to ſwallow my ſpittle, otherwiſe the 
noiſe, and ſtrength, and force of theſe temp- 
tations would drown and overflow, and asie 
were, bury all ſuch thoughts, or the remem- 
brance of any ſuch thing. While I was in 
this temptation, 1 ſhould find often my mind 
ſuldenly put upon it, to curſe and ſwear, 
cr to ſpeak ſome grievous thing of God, er 
Chriſt his Son, and of the Scriptures. 
92 Now I thought, /ur:ly I am poſſeſſed of 
the devil; at other times again I thought I 
{hould be bereft of my wits, for in ſtead of 
lau:ing and magnitying of God the Lord 
with others, if. have but heard him ſpoken 
of, preſently ſome moſt horrible blaſphech- 
ous thought or other, would bolt aut of my 
heart againſt bim. 1 that whether 18 


think | 
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42 race Av0Unang 
think that God was, or agaia did think ther 
were no ſuch thing; no love, nor peage 
ner graciaus diſpoſition could I feel withig 
ade; 

93. Theſe things did flak me into ven 
deep deſpair, for I concluded that ſuch thing 
could not poſſibly be found amongft ther 
that loved God. I often, when theſe temp 
'Eations have been with force upon me, dit 
compare my ſelf in the caſe of ſuch a Chili 
whom ſome Gipfie hath by force took up in 
her arms, and is carrying from Friend and 
=  M@ovntrey; kick ſometimes I did, and ali 
=_ Shrickand cry; but yetI was as bound in th 
2 wings of the temptation,and the wind wou 

marry me away, I thought a!ſo of Saul, ani 
'; Jwf the evil ſpirit that did poſſeſs him, and di 
" greatly fear that my condition was the ſam 
With that of his, 1 Sam. 16. 14. 

94. In theſe days, when IL have heard other 
talk of what was the ſin againſt the Hoh 
Ghoſt, then would the tempter ſo provokf 
me to deſire to that ſin, that I was as if I coullff 
not, muſt not, neither ſhould be quiet unti 

Izhhad committed that; now no fin would ſerv: 

g but that: If it were to be committed by ſpe] 

king of ſuch a word, then I have been as i 

my mouth would have ſpoken that word 

whether I would or no; and in fo ſtrong if 
meaſure was this temptation upon me, thit 
often I have been ready to clap my hand un 
der my chin, to hold my mouth from. opens 
ing and to that end alſo I haye had thoughts 
at other times to leap with my head dern 
WII 
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to the Chief of Sinnees, 
-ard into fome muck-hill-hole or other, ta 
reep my mouth from ſpeening. 1 

95. Now again I beheld ths condition of 
he Dog znd Toad, and counted the eftats 
f every thing that God had made, far better 
han this dreadful ſtate of mine, and ſuch as 
ny Companions was: Yea, gladly would I © i 
eve been in the condition of Dog or Horſe, 
or I knew they had no Soul to perith under == 
he everlaſting weight of hell fire for ſin, as 
nine was like todo: Nay, and though Iſaw | 
his, felt this, and was broken to pieces winx 
t; yet that which added to my ſorrow, was, 
hat 1 could not find, that with all my Soul 
did defire deliverance. That Scripture alſo 
hid teur and rend my Seu] in tàe midſt of 
hee diſttacions, The wicked are like the treub- 
ed ſea which cannot rift, whoſe waters caſt up myre 
a dirt ; There is no peace 1s ihe Wickel, faith my 
0d, IIa. 57. 20, 21. 

95. And now my heart was at times exs 
tee ling bard, if I would have, given a thous 
and peund for es tear | cel not ſhes one, 
0 ror ſoemstimes ſcarce deſire to ſhed offe; 
Hues much dejeꝗged to think that this would: 
e my Lo(! I faw forge could mourn and la- 
Ment their fins, and others again could re- 

and bleſs God for Chriſt, and others a- 
bein Could quietly ta'k of, and with gladneſs 
1 member the word of God, while T only was 
pn taciiorm or tempeſt : This much ſunk me, 
I thought my conditien was alone, I ſhould 
therefore muck bewail my hard hap, but get 
E 1 1 
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Grace Abouna ing 
out cf, or get wid of ckeie things! ceulz 
Not- 
97. While this temptetion laſted, which 
was about a year, I could attend upon none 
of the Ord mances of God, but with ſore and 
great ziHifiion ; yea, t! en was I moſt diff tel. 
fed with klaſphemies: If T hid been heating 
the word, then uncleanneſs, blaſphemies,and 
deſpair, would hold me a copiive there; if 
J had bien rezding, then ſometimes I lad 
fudden thoughts ts queſtion all I reed; ſomes 
eines zgein my mind would be ſo ſtrangey t; 
fnatch'd away, and poſſeſſed with other thingy, 
that I hive neither kaywn, nor regarded, rorff 
teme mbred fo much as the ſentence that butt 
now I ave read. | 
09. In PrzyeraVel have been greatly trowM « 
led at this time: Semerimes Ihave thought , 
"I have felt him behind me pull my cloaths:il ; 
He would be alſo ccntinuaily at me in the x 
time of Prayer, to have Cone, break off, mak: 
taſte, you have przyed enough, and Nay nol | 
Jonge; ſtill drawing my mind awzy, Seme. 
limes alſo he would caſt in fich wickel 
thoeghts as theſe, that I muſt pray to him, 
os for him; I have theugbt ſomerimes of that, 
Fail down, or, If then wilt {6% denn and wi'ſhi 
we, Mattk 4.9. 
99. Alſo u hen becauſe ] have had wan. 
dring thoughts ia the time of this duty, | 
have laboured to compeſe my mind, and f 
it upon God; then with great force hath the 
gempter laboured to diſtract me and confound 
me, and to turn away my naad, by proſe 
TY 
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Ifrrons and heart affecting apprehenſions of 


times put forth it ſelf with unexpreſſible 


ry word, I ſhould cry with pangs after God, 1 


td the Chief of Stunerl. r 
ng to my heart & fancy, the form of a Buſh, F 
Bull, a Beſom, or the like, 28 if I theuld | 


ray to thoſe, to theſe alſo he would at ſome- 
mes (eſpecially) ſo hold my mind, that 3 * 
18 as if 1 could thick on notbing elſe, or i 
ray tonothing elſe but to theſe, or ſuch ax 1 
they. e = 
100, Vet at times 1 ſhould have ſome Wo 


Ged, and the reality of the truth of his Goſ=. WM 
pel: But oh how would my heart at ſuch 


ercanings ! My whole Soul was then in eve- 


that he would be merciful unto me; but 
then I ſhall-be daunted again with ſuch con- 
ceits as theſe, I ſhould think that God did 
mock at theſe my Prayers, ſaying, and that 4 
in the audience of the holy Angels, This 
poor imple wretch doth kanker after me, as 
if I had nothing to do with my Mercy,but ts 
below it on ſuch as he. Alas poor Soul! 
How art thou deceived, it is not for ſuch as 
thee to have favour with the Higheſt. 
191. Then hath the tempter come uppen 
me alſo with ſuch diſcoutagements as theigg 
' You are very hot for mercy, but I wall cool 
you: This frame ſhall not laſt always: Ma- 
* ny have been as hot as vou for a ſpurt, bus 
* I have quenched their Zzel! (and withthis, 
ſuch and ſuch who were fallen off, would 
be ſet before mine eyes) Then I mould ve 
afraid that I ſhould do ſo too: Bur, thought. 
I, Lam glad this comes into my mind; well, 
E. 3 Iwill 
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F will watch and take what heed I can: 
„„ Though vou do. ( ſaid ſatan ) I ihall be 00 
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* Ing ycur heart, if I can do it at laſt; con. 
*tinual rocking willJulla crying Child afleep, 
*1 will ply it cleſs, bu Iwill have my end 
* accompliſh:d : Though you be burning hot 
Fat prefenr, yet if I can pull you from this 
* fite, I hall have you cold before it be long, 
Theſe rhing< brought me into great ſtraights; 
for 2s ] at preſent could not find my ſelf fit 
for preſent death, ſo I thought to live long 
) | would mke me yet more unfit ;, for time 
would make me forget all, and wear even the 
remembrance of the evil of fin, the worth of 
Heaven, and tie need I had of the Blood of 
L Chriſt to waſh me, both out of mind and 
j thought: But I thank Chriſt Jeſus, theſe 
things did not at preſent make me flick my 
crying, but rather did put me more upon it, 

(like her who met with the adulterer, Deut. 22. 
26.) in which davs that was a good word to 
me, after Ihad ſuffered theſ things a while; 
1 am perſwad d that n:iither keighth, nor depth, 
nor aeg h, wor life, & c. ſball [-parate us from the 
laue of Cod which is in Chrift }:jus, Rom, 8. 38. 
And nov. I hoped long life ſhould not d: ſtroy 
me nor m ke me miſs of Heaven. 

- 162, Yet I had ſome ſupports in this temp- 
tation, tho they were then all queſtipned by 
me: That in the third of Jeremiah at the firſt, 

was ſomething to me; and fo was the conſi- 
'$ ; _... deration 


it " hard for you, Iwill cool you inſenſibly, by Wet 
degrees, by little and little; What care G. 
= * (Jaich be) though 1 be (: ven years in chil- Wl ar 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 3 
Igeration of the fiſth verſe of that Chapter, 


an: 

roo that though we have ſpoken and done Evil 4 
„by Writings as we could, yet we ſhould cry unto / 
re Cod, My Father, thou art the Guide of my Youth, 


and ſhould return unto him. 


hil- | 
on- 103. I had alſo once a ſweet glance from 
eep: that in 2 Cor. 5. 12. For he hath made him 10 
end be fn for us, who knew no jm, that we might be 
hot N wide the Righteouſne)s of Godin him I rememe 
this ber that one day, as I was fitting in a neigh» 
ng, MW bours houſe, and there very ſad at the conſi- 
hts; N deration of my many blaſphemies : and as I 
f fie was ſaying in my Mind, What ground have 
ong WM I to think that I, who have been ſo vile and 
ime abominable, ſhould ever inherit eternal life; 
the W that word came ſuddenly upon me, bt ſhal 
1 of we y to rheſe things ? If God be for us, who can 
| of ee againſt us? Rom. 8.37, That alſo was an 
and MW help unto me, Becauſe I live, you ſhall live al, 
eſe MW Jolin 14. 19. But theſe were but hints, 
my touches, and ſhort viſits, though very ſweet 
nit, when preſent, only they laſted not, but like to 
22. Peters ſbeet, of a ſudden were caught up from me 
Ito W to Heaven again, Ads 10. 16. 
tle; 104. But afterwards the Lord did more 
7 fully and gracioufly diſcover himſelf unto 
the 


me, and indeed did quite, not only deliver 
me from the guilt, that by theſe things was 
laid upon my conſcience, but alſo from the 
very filth thereof, for the temptation. was re- 
moved, and I was put into my right Mind 
again, gs other Chriſtians were. 

105. I remember that one day as I was tra- 


veling inte the Cauntrey, and muſing 2 
F 2 


4 48 Gracs Mounding. 
dhe wickedneſs and blaſphemy of my beait, 
ind conſidering of the enmity that was in 
9 me to God, that Scripture came in m 
Mind. He hath made peace by the Blood of bi; 
WY Croſs, Col. 1. 20. by which I was made to fee, 
= — both again, and again that day, that God 
_ and my Sou] were Friends by his Blood; 
Vea. Iſaw that the Juſtice of God, and my 
ſimnful Sou], could imbrace and kiſs each o- 
ther chreugh this Blood: this was a good 
day to me, I hope I ſhall not forget it. 
1 106. At another time, as I was ſet by the 
fre in my houſe, and muſing on my wretck; | 


edneſs, the Lord made that alſe a precious 
' | word unto me, Hr as much then as the Children 
gare pariakert of fleſh and blasd, he alſo himſelf 

' likewiſe t00k part of the ſame, that threugh Death, 

he might deſtroy him that had the power of Death, | 
that is the Devil; and deliver thaſe who through 
the fear of Death were all their Life ſubj dt 1 
Bondage, Heb, 2. 14, 15. I thought that the 
glory of thoſe words was then ſo weighty on 
me, that I was beth once and twice ready to 
ſwoon as I fat, yet not with Grief and Trou- 
ble, but with ſolid Joy. and Peace, ; 
107, At this time alſo 1 ſat under the Mi- 

- miſtry of holy Mr. Gerd, whoſe DoQrine, 
by Gods grace, was much for my ſtability. 
This Man made it much his buſineſs to de- 

liver the people of God from all thoſe falſe 
and unſound reſts that by nature we are 
# - prone to takeſpecial heed, that we took not 
up any truth upon truſt, as from this or that 
er any other Man or Men, but 1 br 
0 tl 


to the Chief of Sinners, 49 
tily to God, that he would convince us of 
the reality thereof, and ſet us down therein 
by kis own Spirit in the holy Werd ; for, 
ſeid he, if you do otherwiſe, when tempta- 
tions c: me, if Nrengly, you not having re- 
ceived them with evidence from Heaven, 
wil: find you want that help and ſtrength 
now to refit as once you thought you bad. 
109, This was ss feaſonable to my Soul? 


| ;5 the former and latter rain in their ſeaſon; 


for I trad found, and that by ſad experience, 
the truth of theſe his words. ( For | had 
felt, 9 Man can ſay, eſpecially when tempted 
of the Devil, that Jeſus Chrift it Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghof, )) Wherefore I found my Soul 
through Grace, very apt to drink in this 
Doctrine, and to incline to pray to God that 
in nothing that pertzined to Gods glory, and 
my own eternal Happineſs, He would ſuffer 
me fo be without the confirmation thereof 
from Heaven; for now I ſaw clearly there 
was an exceeding difference betwixt the No- 
tion of Fl:th and Blood, and the Revelations 
of God in Heaven; alſoa great difference be- 
tween thzt Faith that is fained, and accor- 
ding to Mans wiſdom, and of that which 
comes by a Man being born thereto of God, 
Maith. 16. 15. 1 John 5. 8, | 
109. But oh! now, how was my Soul led 
from Truth to Truth by God ! even from 
the Birth and Cradle of the Son of God. to 
his Aſcenſion ind ſecond coming from He» 
vento judge the Warld. | 
110. Trucly 1 then found upon this ac. 
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count the great God was very good unto 
me, for to my remembrance, there was not 
any thing that then I cried to God to make 
known and reveal unto me, but he was plea- 
ſed te do it for me, I mean not one part of 
the Goſpel of the Lord Jcſus, but I was or. 
derly led into it: Me thought Iſaw with great 
evidence, from the relation of the four E- 
vangeliſts, the wonderful Work of God, in 
giving Jeſus Chiiſt to ſave us, from his con- 
ception & birth, even to his ſecond coming 


to Judgment: Me thought I was as if I had 


ſeen him born, s if I had ſeen him grow up,as 
if I bad ſeen him walk through this Wer'd, 
fromithe Cradle to the Croſs, to which alſo 
when he came ſaw how gently he gave him 
ſelfto be hanged & nailed cn it for myli: s & 
wicked doings; Alſo as Iwas muſing on this 
his Progreſs, that droped on my Spirit, H; 
Was ordained fer the Slaughter, 1 Pet. 1. 12, 20. 
111, When Ihave conſidered alſo the truth 
of his R:ſurrcQion, and have remembred that 
word, teach Me ns: Mary, &c. I have ſeen; as 
If he had leaped ont at the graves mouth, for 
Joy that he was riſen again, and had got the 
conqueſt over our dreadful foes, John 20. 17, 
I have alſo in the ſpirirſeen him a Man on the 
right hand of God the Father for me, and have 


ſeen the manner of his coming from Heaven 


to judge the world with Glory, and have 
been conficmed in theſe things by theſe Scrip- 
tures following, Acts 1. 9, 10. and 7 56. and 
10. 42. Heb. 7. 24. and 8. 38. Rev. 1.18, 1 
Theſſ. 4.17 18 Once I was troubled to know 
whether the Lord Jeſus was Man zs well as 
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God, and God as well as Man; and truely in 
thoſe days, let Men ſay what they would, 
unleſs 1 had it with evidence from Heaven, 
211 was nothing to me, I counted not my ſelf 
ſet down in any truth of God; well, I was 
much troubled about this Point, and could 
not tell how to be reſolved 3 at laſt, that in the 
$th of the Revelations came into my mind; 
Aud I beheld, and le, in the mi aſt of the Throne, and 


the four Reaſts, and in the midſt of the Elders 


fond a Lamb; in the midſt of the Throne 
there is his God- head, in the midſt of the 
Elders, there is his Man-hood : But O me 


| thought this did gliſter, it was a goodly touch, 
| and gave me ſweet ſatisfaction; that other 


Scripture alſo did help me much in this, Tous 
a Child is born, tous a Son is given, and the Gs. 
ernment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, and his Name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlaſling Father, the Prince of Peace, &. 
Iſatah g. 6. £ 

112. Alſo beſides theſe teachings of God 
in his Word, the Lord made uſe of two things 


to confirm me in theſe things; the one was 


the errors of the Quakers; and the other was 
the guilt of fin: For, as the Quakers did cp- 
pole his Truth, ſo Ged did the more confi am 
m:131t, by leadiog me into the Scriptures 


that did wonderfully maintain it; Hand as I JU 


a d, the guilt of fin did help me much, for 
ſtill as that would come upon me, the Blood 
of Chriſt did take it off again, and again, and 
again, and that too ſweetly, according to the 
dcriptures, O Friends cry to God to reveal 
Jeſus 


fo the Chref of Kunert. | er 1 N 


52 Grace Alenn ding 
Jeſus Chriſt unto you, there is none teacheth 
like kim. 

113. It would be too Tong here to flay, to 
tell you in particular how God did ſet me 
down in all the rhings of Chriſt, and how 
he did, that he might ſo do, lead me into his 
words, yea, and alſo how he did open them 
unto me, and make them ſhine before me, 
and cauſe them to dwell with me, talk with 
me, and comfort me over and over, both of 


his own Beeing, and the Beeing of his Son, 


and Spirit, and Word, and Goſp:!. 
114. Only this, as I faid before, I will ſay 


_ unto you again, that, in general, he was plea 
Firſt, Io 


ſed to take this courſe with me: 
ſuffer me to be afflicted wich temptations cone 
cerning them; and then reveal them to me: 
As, ſometimes I ſhould ly under great guilt 


for ſin, even cruſhed to the ground therewith, Þ 


and then the Lord would ſh:w me the death 
of Chriſt: Les, and ſo ſprinkling my con- 
ſcience with his Blood, that I ſhould find, 
and that before 1 was aware, that in that con- 


ſcience, where but juſt row did reign and 


rage the Pa, even there would reſt and x 


\ bide the Peace and Love thorow Chtiſt. 


115. Now had 1 an evidence: for Heaven 


with many golden Seals thereon, all hanging 


in my fight: Now could 1 remember this 
manifeſtation, and the other diſcovery of 
Grace with comfort; and ſhould often long 
and deſire that the laſ day were come, that 
I might be for ever infl med with the Sight, 
and Joy, and Communion of Him, 1 

RG ea 
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10 tha chief of Simurs. 93 
Head was crowned with Thorns, whoſe Fee 
was ſpit on, and Bedy broken, and Soul made 


* an offering for my ſins: For, whereas, before 
bow 1 Jay centinnally trembling at the mouth of 
his hell; now me thought ] was got ſa far there. 
hem from, that I could not, when I looked back, 
me. {carce diſcern it; and O thought I, char 
vich were fourſeore years old now , thae Imight 


LY — quickly, that my Soul might be gone to 

reft. 
Non, (16, But before I had got thus far ont of 
y tkeſe my temptations, I did greatly long to 
les. fee ſome anticnt Gedly Man's Experience, 
Te who had write fome hundred of years before 
con. 1 was born; for, for thoſe who had writ in our 
m:; days, I thought (but I defire them now to 
uit parden me) that they had writ only that 
ich WM which others felt; or elfe had, thore o the 
eat ſtrength of their wits and parts, ſtudied to 
con. ¶ anſwer ſuch Objectioss as they perceived o- 
find, chers were perplexed with, without going 
con- down themſelves into the deep. Well, after 
and many longings in my mind, the God in whoſe 
d e band are all our days, did caſt into my hand 

(one day) a Book of Martin Let her his Com- 
zven meat on the Galeriens, ſo old, that it was 
ging ready to fall piece from piece, if I did but 
chis turn it over. Naw, ] was pleaſed muck that 
y of ſuc: an old Book had falle into my hand; 
long} the which, when I bad bur a little way per- 
that} uſed, I found my condition in his experi- 
ence, ſo largely and profoundly handled, as 
if his Byuk kad been written out of my keart; 
this made me marvel: For thus thonghe 1, 


F ' 118 
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this man could not know any Ching ef the 
fate of Chriſtians now, but muſt needs write 
and fpeak the experience of former days, Be. 


fides, he doth moſt gravely alſo in that Boek 


debate of the riſe of thefe temptations, nime, 
Iy Blafphemy, Deſperation, and the like, 
the wing that the Law of Moſes, as well as the 
Devil, Death, and Hell, hath s very prex 
hand therein; the which at firſt was very 
ſtrange to me, but by confidering and watch. 
ing, I found it ſo indeed. But of Particy. 
Jars here, I intend nothing, only this me 


thinks I muft let fall before all Men, I do 
| prefer this Book of Mr. Luther upon the Ga 


Jatians (excepting the Holy Bible) before il 
the Books that ever I have ſeen, as moſt ft 
for a wonnded Conſcicnce. 

117. And now TI found, 3s I thought, that 


1 loved Chrift dearly. O me theught my 


Soul cleaved unto him, my affections clave 
unto him. I felt love to him as hot as fire, 
and now, as Je ſaid, I thought I fhould die 
in my neſt: But I did quickly fiad, that my 
great love was but little, and that], who had.ss 
I thought, ſuch burning love to Jeſus Chriſſ, 
could let him go again for « very trifle 


God can tell how to abaſe us; and can hide 


pride from Man. Quickly after this my 
love was tried to purpoſe. 

118. For after the Lord had in this manner 
thus graciouſly delivered me from this great 
and ſore temptation, and had ſet me down 
ſo ſweetly in the Faith of his holy Goſpel, 
end had given me ſuch ſtrong conſolation 


and 


to the Chief of Snwors, 55 
2nd bleſſed evidence from Heaven, touching 
my inteteſt in his love through Chriſt ; the 
Jook tempter came upon me again, and that with 
me more grievous and dreadful temptation 
than before. 

tte 119 And that was, to ſel & part with thirmeft 
ren bed Chrift,to exchange bim for the things of this 
"ey Wh life, for evy thing; the temptation lay upon 


ot BY me for the ſpace of a year, and did follow me 
A. fo continually, that I was not rid of it one 
14 diy in a moneth, no not ſometimes one hour 
al many days together, unleſs I was aſleep. 
dr 1:.. And though, in my Judgemnt, I was 


3 perſwaded, that thoſe whe were once e ffedu- 
'Þ ally in Chriſt (as I hoped, through his Grace, 
N I had ſeen my ſelf) could never loſe him for 

thit ever, (Jer the land fhall not Be fold for ever, for 

the land is mine, ſaith God, Levit. 25. 23. ) 

6 yet it wis a continual vexation to me, to 

18 think that I ſhould kave ſo much as one ſuch 

„ thought within me, egainſt « Chrift, a Joſus, 


2 that had done for moe as ke had done. 

" 121, But it was neither my diſlike of the 
wk thought, nor yet any deſire and endeavour 
110 to refalt it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate 
the continuation,or force and ſtrength there- 
my of; for it did always in almoſt whatever I 
| thought, intermix it ſelf therewith, in ſuch 
ner fort that I could neither eat my food, ſtoop 
ren for a pin, chopa flick, or caſt mine eve to 
— look on this or that, but ſtill the temptation 


would come, Sel Chriff for this, er fell Chriſt for 

tha, ſell him, ſell him. | 
12% Sometimes it would run in my 

F a thoughts 


very body would be put into ation or mo. 


56 Sr £00 Auma 
thoughts not ſo littleſas an hundred times te. 
Y*ther,Se# bi, ſell bien ſell bim:;Againtwhich 
I may y, for whole hours together I have 
been forced to ſtand as continually leaning 
2nd forcing my ſpirit againſt it, left happily 
vefore I were awzre, ſeme wicked thought 
migkt zriſe in my beart, that might conſent ! 
thereto; And ſemetimes allo the temptet a; 
would rezke me believe T had-conſented to it, 
then meuld I be 85 tortured upon 2 Rack for y 
whole days together. * fie 
123. This temptstion did put me to ſuch 
:cares leſt I ſhould xt ſcmetimes, I ſay, con IM i 
fert thereto, and be overcoms therewnh, IM /: 
that by the very force of my mind in labour. þ 
ing to gainſay aud refiſt this wickedneſs, wy 


tion, by way cf pufking or thruſting, fill 
anſwering, as faft as the deftroyer ſaid /of bin, 
Iwill not, I will not, I will not, ne not for 
zhouſands, thouſands, thonſands of Worlds: 
Thus reckening leſt I fhould in the midſt of 
theſe zAaults, fer too low a value of him, e. 
ven until I ſcarce well knew where I wes, ot 
RCW © be compoled again. 

124. At theſe ſeaſons ke would not ct md 
eat my food at quiet, but, forſooth, when [ was 
ſee at the table at my meat, I muft go hance 
co pray, I muſt leave my food new, juſt nov, 
fo counterfeit holy would this devil bs. 
When I was thus tempted, /ſheuld;ſay in my 
ſelf now Jam at meat, ſet me make an end: No 
faid he, 7 muſt de it now, or 1 ſhould dif- 
pleaſe God, and deſpiſe Chtift. N 

Wa 


ts the Chief of Sinne :. 97 
was much afflicted with theſe things: And, be- 


ave Nczuſe of the ſinfulneſs of my nature (ima- 
ing Moining char theſe things were impulſes from 
God) 7 ſhould deny te do it, as if I denyed 
ght God ; and then ſhould I be as guilty, becauſe 


ſet; did not obey a temptation of the devil, 
ptet Na; if 7 had broken the Law of God indeed. 
o it, 125. But to be brief, one morning as 7 did 
for y io my bed, 1 was, as zt other times, moft 
fiercely aflaulted with this temptation, . 
ſuch av ert wich Chrif; the wicked ſuggeſtion 
con hill running in my mind, Sei kim, ſell him, 
ich, e bi, ſell him, as faſt as man could ſpeak; 
our. againit which alſo in my mind, as as other 
my times 1 anſwered, No, ne, not for thouſands; 
mo ¶ thouſznds,ar leaſt twenty times togethor: Bur 
fill I at laſt, afcer much ſtriving, even until 1 was 
hin, MW almoſt out ef breath, 7 ſelc this thought paſs 
t et ckrongh my heart, Let bim go if be wil! And 
thought aiſo that J felt my heart conſent 
thereto, and where was my love to Chrift 
now 
126. Now was the Battle won, and down 
fell J, as a Bird rhat is ſhet from the top of a 
tree, into great guilt and fearful deſpairz thus 
getting out of my bed, I went moping inte 
| the field, but God knows, with as heavy 2 
| heart as mortal man, I think, could bear 5 
where for the ſpace of two hours, 1 was like 
a man bereft of life, and 2s now paſt all re- 
covery, and beurid over to eternal punifh» 
ment. | 
127. And withal, that Scripture did ſeize 
upon wy Seu), Or profane perſon, at Eſau, who 


A 
q i ib. OY 
oO * > 


= 4 i » 
| LIK 1 


bw 
W 


I; Gr ace Abranding 


for eue esel of west, ſold Dis birth-right, for ye 


cxew, ow that afterwards, when he wenld bang 
mkerived the b!:fflug, he was vijeſled ; for be founl 


" e place of 7rvewteure, thiegh he ſoxght is corefully 
WW vb roars, Hebr, 12. 16, 17. A 
; 128. Thee words were to my Sou! like 


fetter of brafs to my legs, in the continual 
fourd of which 7 went for ſeveral months 
wegethee, But abont ten or eleven a clock on 
that day, es I was walking under a hedge, 
full of ſorrow and guilt, God knows, and 
bemeaning my ſelf for this hard hap, that 
ſuch a thought ſhould ariſe within me, ſud- 
enly this ſentences bolted in on me, The Blood 
of Feſus Chrift reits all gail; At this 1 made 
a hand in my ſpirit : Wiek that, this word 
doe k hold wpoa me, F. Bled of Feſus Chriff hi; 
Sox eleowftth ur from all ſa, 1 John . . Now 
7 began ts conceive peace in my Soul, and me 
theught I ſaw as if the tempter did lear and 
Leal away from me, as being «ſhamed of 
what he had done. At the ſame time alſo ! 
had my fig and the Blocd of Chriſt, thus re- 
preſented to me, that my ſim, when compute 
ed ro the Blood of Chriſt, was no mere to its 
chan this little clod or ſtone before me, is to 
this vaſt & wide fcld that Rete Iſee. This gave 
me good eneouragement for the ſpage of two 
three hours, in which time alſo me thought 
1 ſaw, bv Faith, the Sen of God is ſufferivg 
for my (ins. But becanſe it tarried not, I 
therefore ſunk in my Spirit under excecding 

guilr again, 
2'9: But chi Ay. by we zforementioned 
Sctip- 
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js the CMief of bunte, 9 
$eripture, concerning Eſes's ſelling of bis 
Bjrt} -right, for that Scriprure would ly all 
day long, all the week long; yea, a'l the 
year Jong in my mind, and bold me down, 
ſo that I conld by no means liſt up my ſelf, 
ſor when 1 would ſtrive to turn we to this 
Seripturs, or that for relief, ſtil] net Sen- 
cence would be. ſounding in me; For ye 
kiow how that ſterwards, when he would 
have inherited the blefling,he fernd no place 
of repentance, though he ſenght it careful- 
ly with tears, | 

130, Sometimes indeed IT ſhould have 
zouck from that in Luke 22. 3. Thave prayed 


| for 8þte, that thy Fe, fail st; but it would 


not ebide'Upon: me; neither could I indeed 
when leonſidered my ſtate, find ground ro 
conceive in the leaft, that there ſhould be 
the root of that grace within me, having 
finned as ] had dore. Now was tore ard 
Ne in a heavy caſe, for many days toge- 

cher. a 
131. Then began I with ſad and careful 
heart, to conſider of the nature and large» 
neſs of my ſin, and to ſcarch inthe word of 
God, if I could in any place eſpy 2 word 
of promiſe, or any encouraging Sentence by 
which 7 might rake relief. Wherefore I be- 
gan fo conſider that third of Mark AZ wanna 
f ſias au blaſpheics ſball be forgiven unte the 
Ser; of Men r tert withſecver thity ſball blaſpheme : 
Which place methought, -t 4 bluſh, did 
contain large and'plorieus Promiſe for the 
puden of high offences; but . 
8 8 Tae 
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60 Grace Aboauding 
the place more fully, I thought it was 12. Ml 11 
ther tobe underſtood, as relating more chief. M wi 
ly to thoſe who had, while in « natura] Hof 
eſtate, committed ſuch things as there are de 
mentioned, but not tome, who had not on. MK M 
ly received Light and Mercy, but that had 
both after, and alſo contrary to that, ſo 
{lighted Chriſt as J had done. II 
132. I feared there fore that this wicked 
fin of mine might be that fin unpirdonsble, u 
of which he there thus ſpeaketh, Bur he that ſe 
ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Hily Ghoſt, hath www Þ w 
Firgivens)s, but is in danger of efernal damwation, ec 
Matth, 3. And I did the rather give credit þ 
to this, becauſe of that Sentence in the Hr 1 
brews, For jeu dum how that after wards, when © b 
he would have inherited the Bleſſing, ha was rejefle © b 
ed; for he ſound no plate of repentance, though be t! 
ſrught it carefully with tears : For this fuck i 
always with me. < 
— 133. And now began 1 to labour to call 
2gdin time that was paft, withing a thouſind t: 
times twice fold, that the day was yet to 
come, when 1 ſhould be tempted to ſuch 1 
fin ; conclnding with great indignation, 
both sgainſt my heart and all aſſaults, bow! 
would rather have been torn in pieces, thin 
fonad 2 conſenter thereto: but alas! theſe 
theughts and wiffrings, and teſolvings, were 
new too late to help me 5 the thought had 
paſſed my hes rt, God hath let me go, and ! 
am fallen: O, thought I, rhat ir were wits 
me as in months paſt, ar in the days when Gu 
preſervia me! Job 29. 2. 
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| fuch as were agzinſt the Law of Mes, from 


beſides the guilt that peſſefſcd me, Tſhould 


| fn that is unpardorable ! but one fin that 


ts the Chief of Sinnev7. 5 

134. Then again, being loth and wawilr 
ling to periſh, I began to compare my fin 
with others, to fee if 1 cguld find that any 
of thoſe'that'are ſaved had done as I had 
done. Se Jeonſidered David's Adultery and 
Murder, and found them moſt hainous 
crimes, and theſe too committed after light 
and grace received : but yet by confidering, 
I perceived that his tranſgreſſions were only 


which the Lord Ckriſt could with the con- 
ſent of his Word deliver him ; but mine 
was ageinſt Goſpe), yea againſt the Media- 
tor thereef, I kad fold my Saviour. | 

135. Now «gain ſhould I be os if racked 
upon the wheel: When I confidered, that 


be ſo void of Grace, ſo bewitched : Whar, 
thought J, muſt it be mo ſin but this? myſt 
it needs be the great tranſgriſim? Pſalms 19. 
13. Muſt that wicked one touch my Bous? 
1 John 5,18. O what ſtings did Thad in all 
theſe Sentences |! « | | 
136. What? thought], is there but one 


layeth the Seul wierkout the reach of Gods 
mercy, and muſt I be guilty of that ! Is 
there but one fin amongſt fo many millions 
of fins, for which there is no forgiveneſs, 
ind muſt I commit this? Oh! unhappy ſin! 
Oh unhappy men! Theſe things wonſd ſa 
break'and confound my Spirit, that 7 could 
not tell what to do, I thought »t times they 
would have broke my wits, and ſtill to »g- 

6 gravate 


circumſtanees together, that if poſſible ] 


£: Grace Mvounding 

gravate my miſery, that would run in my 
mind, Du lem how that afterwards, when by 
would haus inherited the Bliſſnng be wat rejected, 
Oh! none knows the terrors of; theſe gays 
but my ſelf. Dae 33h ix) 
137. After this, 1 came to conſider of Pe. 
rer's fin which he committed in demying hit 
Maſter ; and indeed this came nigheſt to 
mine, of any that I could find, for he had 
denied his Saviour, as Lafter Light and Mer: 
Cy received; yes, and that too, after win. 
Ing given him: I alſo conſidered that he did 
it both once and twice, and that after time 
to conſider betwixt, But tho I put all theſe F 


might find help, yet I confidered again, that 
his was but 4 d'mal of his Maſter, but mine 
was 4 [cling of my. Saviour, Wherefore | 
thought with my felf, that 7came-nearer to 
Judas, than either to David er Peter, 

138, Here again, my terment would flame 
out, and 2ffli& me; yes, it would grind me, I ©* 
as it were, to powder, to conſider the pre- 7 
ſervation of God towards others, while 1 rf 
fell into the ſnare : For in my thus eonſide- 


ring of other Mens ſins, and comparing of il © 
them with my own, I could evidently ſee * 


God preſerved them not withſbending their 0 
wickedneſs, and would not let them, as he 1 
hed let me, become a Sch of Perdition. f 0 
39. But O how did my Soul at this time 
prize the preſervation that God did ſet 2 8 
bout his People, Ah, how ſafely did 1 ſee 
them walk, whom God had hedged in, they 


were 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 63 
were within his eare, proteQion and ſpecial 
ny providence : though they were fulhas bad as 
„by nature, yet becauſe he loved them, he 
14, I would not ſuffer them to fall without the 
y; rarge of Mercy: but as for me 1 was gone, 
bad done it, he would not preferve me, 
„nor keep me, but ſuffered me, becauſe I was 
his 2 Reprobate, to fall as [had done, Now did 
ts 8 thoſe bleſſed places that ſpeak of Gods keep- 
ads ing bis People, ſhine like the Sun before me, 
er. though not to comfort me, but to ſhew me 
in. the bleſſed ftate and heritage of thoſe whom 
1:4 I che Lord had bleſſed ! vv 
ne 140. Then again, Ibegan to compare my 
ef ſin with the fin of Ju, that if poſſible | 
, 1 Þ might find that mine differed from that 
un which in truth is funpardonable ; and, 
ine 0 thought I, if it theuld be but the 
1 vreadch of an hair, what a happy condition 
to is my Sent in! and by conſidering, I found 
that Judas did his intentionally, but mige 
me wis againſt many ſtrivings; beſides, his was 
me, committed with much deliberation ; but 
re: mine in a fearful hurry on a ſudden. Thus 
el 1 ws toſſed to and fro, like the Locuſſs, and 
de- driven from trouble to ſortc w; hearing al- 
of ways the ſound of Eſez's fall in mine ears, 
ſee ind of the dreadful conſequences thereof. 
ae 141. Vet this conſideration about Juda, his 
be I ſin, was for a while ſome little rel ef unto 
me: for I faw I had not, as to the circum- 
ſtances, tranſgreſſed ſo fully as he; but this 
was quickly gone again, for Itheught with 
my ſelf chere might be more ways chan one 
Oy On 0 


ys. 
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to commit the unpardonable fin; allo 
thought that there might be degrecs of thit, 
as well as of other trauſgreſſions; wherefore, 
for ought Iyet could perceive, this iniquity 
of mine might be ſuch. as might never bz 
paſſed by. . 

142.1 was often Row aſhamed that IOAHd 
be like ſuch an ugly man as Juda,: I thought 
alſo how loathſome I fhould be unto all the 
Saints at the day of Judgment, inſomuch 
that now I could ſcarce ſee a goed man, that 
I believed had a good Confcience, but I ſhould 
feel my heart tremble at him, while I wi 


walking with God, and what a Mercy.ic wa 
to have a good Conſcience before him. 
143. I was much about this time tempted 


Uh to content my ſelf, by receiviag ſome fall: 
= Optnion,as that there ſhould be no ſuch thing 
wid as 1 Day of Judgment; that we mould not 


143 riſe again; and, that (in was nu ſuck grievous 
9. thing. The Tempter ſuggeſting thus ; Fer 
Yo if thefs things ſhould indecd. be true, yet to 
BY believe otherwiſe, wenld yield you eeſe 
for che preſent. If you muft periſh, ne. 
ver torment your felf ſo much before hand, 

drive the thoughts of dami'iing out of your 
mind, by poſſeſſiag your mizd with ſom: 
ſach concluſions that Atheifti and Rantcr: ule 
to help themſelves witha]. 

144. But Ok! when ſuch thoughts hare 
paſſed thorow A heart, how, as it were 
with a ſtep, hath” Death and Judgment been 
in my view. Me thought the Judge ſtood a 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 65 
the door, 1 was as if it was come alrea» 
dy: So that fuch things could have no en- 
tertainment: Nut me thinks J ſee by this, 
that Satan will uſe any means to keep the 
Sou! from Chriſt. He loveth not an awaken» 
ed frame of Spirit: Security,Blindneſs, Dark- 
neſs, and Error, 1s the very Kingdom and 
Hzbitation of the wicked one. 

145. I found it hard work now to pray to 


| God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me up. 
I thought I was as with a tempeſt driven a» 


way from God, for always when I cried to 
God for Mercy, this would come in, it's toe 
late; Iam loſt, God hath let me fall not to 
my corceQion, but condemnation : My fin 
is unpardonable, and | know concerning E- 
ſau, how that after he had ſold his Birth-rightr, 
he would have rec:ived the Bleſſing, but was 
rejected. < 
146. Then was I fruck into a very great 
trembling, inſomuch that at ſometimes I 
could for whole days together feel my very 
body, as well 2s my mind, to ſhake and tor- 
tor under the ſenſe of the dreadful judgment 
of God, that mould fall on thoſe that have 
ſinned that moſt fearful and unpardanable 
ſin. I felt alſo ſnch a clogging and hear ar 
my ſtomach, by reaſon ot this my terrour, 
that I was, eſpecially at ſome times, as if my 
breaſt-bone would have ſpli in ſunder. Then 
thought of that concerning Juda War by his 
ſalling head long, bur(t ander, and all his bowels 
guſhed out, Ads 1. 
147. I feared alſo that this was the Mark 
G that 
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i 66 Grace Abounding 
that the Lord did ſer on Cain, even continua 
fear and trembling, under the heavy load of 
* guilt that he had charged on him for the 
bs blood of his brother Abel. Thus did I wind, 
"| and ewine, and ſhrink under the burden that 
was upon me; which burden alſo did ſo op. 
preſs me, that I could neither land nor go, 
nor ly either at reſt or quiet. EL 
1 148. Yet that ſaying would ſometimes 
1 come to mind, He hath received gifts for the 14. 
bellious, Plal, 68. 18. The rebellious, thought I, 
Why ? ſurely they are ſuch as once were un- 
der ſybj- & ion to their ptince, even thoſe whe 


5 after they have ſworn ſubjection to his go- 
i 8 have taken up Arms again 
7250 im. 


149. This ſometimes I thought on, and 
- ſhould labour to take hold thereof; that ſome, 
though fmall refreſhment, mig! t have been 


Fl conceived by me: But in this alſo J miſſed 

4h! of my defire,I was driven with force beyond 

Bhi it, like a man that is going to the place of 

ry Execution, 'even by that place where he 

1 would fain creep in; and hid himfelf, but 
may not. 


1 50. Again, after J had thus conſidered 
the ſins of the Saints in particular, and found 
mine went beyond them; then I began to 
think thus with my ſelf. Set caſe I ſbould 
put all theirs together, and mine alone :. 
gainſt them, might I not then find ſome ex- 
couragement? For, if mine, though bigger 
than any one, yet ſhould but be equal to ill, 
then there is hope : For that blood that hath 
vertue 
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to tbe Chief of Sinners. 7 
vertue enough to waſh away all theirs, hath 
vertue enough to do away mine,though this 
one be full as big, if not bigger, than all 
theirs. Here again I ſhould confider the ſin 
of Dat id, of Solomon, of Manaſſih, of Peter, and 
the reſt of the great Offenders, and ſhould 
alſo labour what J might, with fairnefs, to 
aggravate and heighten their ſins by ſeveral 
citcumſtances. 

15 | ſhould think with my (elf that Pa vid 
| ſh:d blood to cover his adulte ry, and that by 
the ſword of the Children of Ammen, a work , 


Pa 


' = f 
+ 
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that could not be done but by continuan ce, 


dellberate contrivance, 
aggravation to his fin. 

But then this would turn upon me: Ah, 
but theſe were but ſins agzinſt the Law, from 
which there was 2 Jens ſent to ſave the, 
but yours is againſt the Saviour, and who 
ſhall ſave you from that. 

152. Then I thought on Solemon, 2 
he ſinned, in being ſtrange women, in fal- 
ling away to their Idols, in building tbem 
Temples, in doing this after Light in his od 
ace, after great Mercy received : 
ſame conclufton that cut me off in the former 
confideration,cut me of as to this: Nam-ly, 
that all thoſe were but flas againſt ih- Law 
ker which God had provided a remedy ; but 
I "2d ſold my Saviour, and there nos remain- 
ed no more Sacrifice for fin. 
 153.I would then add to theſe Mens ſins,the 
fins of Manaſſih, how that he built Altars for 1. 
dols in the houſe + Lord, he alſo obſer- 


which was a great 
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ved times, uſed inchantments, had tg 


5 miliar Spirits, burnt his Children in the fire 
nin ſ:crifice to Devils, and made the fireety of 
, 97 Je ra ſale m run down with the blood of Inno. 
wer. Cents. Theſe thought I are great ſins, ſim 
sf a bloody colour: But yet it would turn 
again upon me, they are nene ofghem of the 
nature of yours, you have perted with Jeſus! 
you have fold your Szvious! 

. 54 This one cot fideration would always 
> Killmy heart, My fin was print blank againſt my 


| the tins of a Cyuntry, cf a Kingdom, cor of 
the «whole World, z ene pardenable, nor al 
of ttem together, was able to qual mine, 
* mine out- went them every one. 
UF 155. Now I ſhould fcc) my mind to flee 
Fe m Goc, as from the face ofa dreadful Judge; 
FpFoet this was my torment, I could not eſcape 
15 his hand. (It i fearful thing 1% fall into the 
FI band: ef the living Gud, Heb 10.) But bleſſed 
be his Grace, that Scripture in theſe flying 
; - fits would call as running after me, I have 
bletted out as @ thick cloud thy tr an ſgreſſunt, and 
a; a cloud thy ſins: Retwn unis me, for I haut 


* Savic ur, and that too, at that height, ther | 8 
_ had in my heart ſaid of him, Let him go if, 
= ni O me though, this fin was b gee than We 


turn, but fled, though at ſometimes it cried, 
Return, Return, as if it did hollow after me: 
But I feared to cloſe in - therewith, leſt it 
ſhould not come from God, for that other 


was ſtill ſounding in my Conſcience, 1 
ud 


A 
v edo with Wizzurds, was a Witch, had his fa, 


red emed hee, Ila. 44 22, But I could not re-. 


to the Chief of Sinoeve, 69 
bor how thit afterwards, when he would have 
e fice inberited the Bleſſirg, he was rcj Fed &c. 
ts of 156 Once as Iwas walking in a good Mans 
und. Shep, bemoanirg tomy (elf in my ſad and 
fn; ! dot: ful Nate, effl. Qing my ſelf with ab! or- 
torn rence for this wicked and ungodly thought; 
the lementing Aſo this hard hap of mine, for that 
Cut MM] thould commit ſ» great a fin, greatly feer- 
ing. I ſhould not b: pardoned; praying 2 
ways in my heart, that if this ſin of mine did d ffer 
ft my from that againft the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
het | would ſhewir m*: And being now ready to 
% ink with fear, ſuddenly there was as if there 
pad tuſned in at che window, the noiſe ef 
-r of & wind upon me, bur very plezſant, ard as if 
Or al 5 I had heard 3 voice ſpeaking,Didlt thou ever re- 
\ine, 4 ſule to be jeſtified by the Ble of Cbri? And 
withal, my whole life of proſeſſion paſt. was 
fee in moment opened unto me, wherein I was 
dee; made to ſee, that deſignedly I had no-, ſo 
cape my heart anſwered groaningly, No. Then 
tothe fell with power that word of Gnd upon me, 
eſſed Se ther yr refuſe him not that ſpea kath. Heb. 12. 
ying 24, What this was, I know not; I have noc 
have yet in twenty years time, been able to make 
and Indgement of it. 7 thought then what here 1 
haut bud be hath to ſ peak. But verily that ſudden 
tie- ruſpiag wind, was av if an Angel had con 
ried, upon me; bur both ir and the Saluration ,£ 
me will leave until the day of Judgment, on! 
ſt it this I ſay, it commnded a great com in & ® 
has _ it 1 5 there migkt be babe! 
it ne wed me, as I thought, whar | 
derbi ght, wha! the fin ui 
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70 Grace Munding 

the bleſſed priviled ge to fly to Jeſus Chris 
for Mercy, But I ſay, concerning this dil. 
* _-pcafation, I know not what yet to ſay unto 


it, Which was alſo in tiuth the cauſe that it 
firſt I did not ſpeak of it in the Book. I do 
now alſo leave it to be thought on by Men 
found Judgment. 7 lay not che ſtreſs of my 
S:lvation thereupon, but upon the Loid Je. 
ſus in the Promiſe: Yet ſeing Iam here un- 
folding of myſecret tliings,rhought it might 
not be altogether unexpedient to let this alſo 
fhew it ſelf, though I cannot now relate the 


- Matter as there 1 did experience it. This 


laſted in the fayour of it, for about three or 
four days, and then 1 began to miſtruſt, and 
to deſpair again. FT | 

157. Wherefore till my life hung in doubt 
before me, not knywing which wey I ſhould tip; 
only this 1 found my Soul deſire, even to caſt 
it ſelf at che foot of Grace by prayer and 
ſupplication. But O it was hard for me to 
bear the face to pray to this Chriſt for Mer. 
cy, againſt whom I had thus moſt vilely ſin- 


ned ! Vet Iknew this muſt be the way, for 


Mercy was no where elfe. 4 
158. Which when the temptet perceived, 

he ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, That Tough 
not to pray to God, for Prayer was not for an 
'n my caſe, neither could it do me good, 
ecauſe I had rejedted the Mediator, by 
hom all Prayers c:zme with Acceptance 

God the Father, and without whom no 

rayer could come into his Preſence; 

vkere fore now to pray is but to add hog 
. in: 


[ 
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ts the Chief of Sinners. 


71 
in: Yea, now to praysſeing God hath caſt 


you off, is the next way to anger and offend 
' him more than ever you did before. 

159 © For God (ſa: kr) hath been wee- 
ry of you for theſe ſeveral years already, 
' becauſe you are none of his; your bawling 
in his ears hath been no plcaſant voice to 
him, and therefore he'll let you fin this ſin, 


that you might be quite cut off; and will 
8 © you pray UI. This the devil urged and ſet 
bert h that in Numbers, when Moſes ſaid to the 
© Chil:renof Iſrael, That becanſe they would 
not go up to poſſeſs the Land, when God 
E © would have them, therefore for ever after 
| © ke did barr them out from thence, though 
# © they. prayed-they might with tears, Num, 
14. 36, 37, G. | 


160. As it is ſaid in another place, Exod. 


| 21. 14. The man that fins preſampratu/ly, Mall be 
| taken from Gods Altar, that he May die; 
Jab was by. King Selomen, when he thought 


Even 28 


to find ſhelter there, 1 Kings 2 2), 28, Cc. 
Theſe places did pinch me very ſore, yea, 
my caſe being deſperate, I thought with my 

ſelf, 1 can burdie, and if it muſt be ſo, it 
once be ſaid, that ſuch a one died at 
the foot of Chriſt in Prayer; this I did, but 
with great difficulty, God doth know; for 
ſtill that ſaying ut Eſeu would be ſet at 
my heart, even like 2 flam ing Sword) to keep 
the Way of the Tree of Life, left 1 ſhould 
take thereof, and live. O who knows how 
hard a thing I ſomd it to come to God in 


Prayer! | 


71 Grace Alomnang 

16. I did alſo deſire the Prayers of the 
People of God for me, but Ifeared that God 
would give them no heart to do it; yea, 
trembled in my Soul to think that ſome or 
other of them ſhortly would tell me, thut BY 
God had faid thoſe words to them, ther he 0 
once did ſay to the Prophet concerning the 5 
Children ef Mel, Pray not for this People, fo! 
have rij Bed them, Jer. 11. 14 So, Pray mt f 60 
bim. for ] have r.jeged him: Yea, I thought | 
that he had whiſpered this to ſeme of them ly 
be already, only they durſt not tell me ſo, nei. 
ther durſt Task them of it, for fear if it fhould Þ 
be fo, it would make me quite beſides my 

ſelf. Man knows the beginning of ſin, (ſaid 37 „, 

800 ra) but who bounds the iſſues thereof 
74 162. About this time I took an opportun;. 

4 ty to break my mind te an antientChriftian: 
and told him all my caſe. I told bim alſo, 
that I was afraid thatT had finned the fin :. 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt; and he told me, h. 
thong bt ſo oo. Here therefore J had but cold 
comfort, but talking a little mere with him, 
J found him, though a goed Man, a ſtranger 
to much combat with the devil. Wherefore 
went to God agein as well as J could, for 
Mercy ſtill. 

J 163. Now alſo did the tempter begin to 
4 mock me in my miſery, ſaying, That ſeing 
I had thus parted with the Lord Jeſus, and 
| 7 proveked him to diſpleaſure, who would 
bite ſtood between my Soul and the flame 


of devouring bre; There ws now but one 
way, and that was, To pray tha) God the - 
5 | | wo 


i I . l 1 
. G b o = * N * 
PIE A” FLAKES er kT eee, r 8 
is on STS Ia WEL l Os b Fy ad 


= 9 127 

4 c_ 

9 —_ II + ff wg _—_ TY a 1 
ie Ar -_ 


to the Chief of Sinners, 73 

wonld be the Mediator betwixt hir Son and me, 
the that we might be reconciled again, and that 
od Hf might have that bleſſed Benefit in him that 
a [bis pleſſed Saints enjoyed. 

164 Then did that Scripture ſeize upon 
my Soul, He is of one mind and who can turn bim? 
Oh 1 ſaw it was as eaſie to perſwade him to 
make 8 new world, a new Cevenant, or new 
Bible beſides that we have already, as to pray 
for ſuch a thing: This was to perſwade hin, 
thit what he had done already, was meer fol- 
iy, :nd to perſwade him to alter, yea, 
Js diſennul the whole way of Salvation; And 
then would that ſaying rent my Soul aſſunder, 
EE Neither is there Salvation in any ot ber, for there it 
vorne ciher Name under Heaven, gives amongfs men, 
ert we wnſs be ſaved, Ads 4. 12 
165. Now the moſt free, and full, and gra- 
cious words of the Goſpel, were the greateſt 
tormenttome; Yea, nothing ſo xMiQted me, 
2s the thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt ; for the re- 
membrance of a Saviour, becauſe I had caſt 
him off, brought both the villany of my ſim, _ 
ind my loſs by it, to mind./\O it is ſad to / \ 
be deſtroyed by the Grace and Mercy of God, 
to have the Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lyon. 
and Deſtroyer, Rev. 6, I alſo trembled, ' as 1 
have ſaid, at the fight of the Saints of God, 
eſpecially at thoſe that greatly loved him, 
ſeing that made it their buſineſs to walk continu» 


= ally with him in this World: For, they did 
n= both in their words, their carriages, and all 


their expreſſions of tenderneſs and fear to ſin 
5 againſt their precious Saviour, condemn, lay 


guilt, 


— . 


Ns Es 


4 
1 ; 


by 
1 


faults of the tempter, was my Sou 
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guilt upon, and alſo add continual a fffidiog 
and fhame unto my Soul. The read of they 
was put urn we, and I tremblid at Gods Samuels, 
1 Sam. 16. 4. As 6 
166. Now alſo the tempter began afreſhte 
mock my Soul, ſaying, that Chriſt indeed 
did pity my caſe, and was ſorry for my loſs: 
But for 2s much as I had ſinned, and tranf. 
A a1 had done, he could by no mean; 
elp me, not fave me from what I feared: Fot 
my ſin was not of the nature of theirs, for 
whom he bled & died, neither was it coun 
ted with thoſe that were laid to his charge 
when he hanged on the tree: Thereſore, un- 


leſs he ſhould come down from Heaven, and 1 


die anew for this fin, though indeed he did 


greatly pity me, yet 1 could have no bencſti, 

_ of him. | 4 

167. Bu: O how this would zdd to my if 
AiQtion, to conce't that I fhi-uld be guiltyol 


Y 


ſuch a ſin, for which he did not die. Theſe 
thoughts-won'ld ſo confound me, and imptt 
ſon me, and ty me up from Faith, that [knen 


not what to do: But oh, though I, that he 
would come down 2ga'n ! O that the Work 


of Man's Redemption was yet to be done by 
Chriſt! How would I pray him and intreat 
him to count and reckon this fin 2amorgſt the 


Teſt for which he died? But this would (ike 
me down, Chill bring raiſed from the dead, ditth 


mo more: Death hath us more dominion over hm, 
Rom.6.9 

168. Thus by the range and vnuſua! i 
} like 8 
broken 


6 R 4. ts I N 5 , — 


* 


| 


— 
- 


to th Chief of Sinners, : F. 
broken veſſel, driven, 2s with the winds, and 


Aion toſſed ſometimes head long into deſpair, ſome- 
then tim 's upon the Covenant of Works, and 
vels, W ometimes to with that the New Covenant, 

and the conditions thereof might ſo far forth 
ate as 1 thought my ſelf concerned, be turned 
feel WM another way, and changed. But in all theſe, 
2 I was but as thoſe that joſle againſt the rocks, 
rank. 


more broken, ſhattered and rent. Ob, the 
nein unthought of imaginations, frights, fears, 
: For WW and terrours that are eff:Qed by a thorow ap- 
+ for WF plication of guilt, and yielding to deſperati- 
coun W on. This is the man that hath his dwalling 
harge WB among the tombs with the dead; that is al- 
, un. ways crying out, and cutting himſelf with 
1, and ſtones, Mark 5..4,2, 3. But I ſay, all in vain, 
e did WM deſperation will not comfort him, the ald 
enclt WW Covenant will not ſave him. Nay, heaven 

„ind Earth ſhall paſs away before one jot or 
ny . title of the Word and Law of Grace ſhall fail 


— 


'iryol or be removed: This I ſaw, this 7 felt, and 
Theſe W under this I groaned. Yet this advantage. I 
mp'l got thereby; namely, a further confirmation 
knew W ofthe certainty of the Way ef Salvation, and 
hat he that the Scriptures were the Word of God. 
Wo'k Oull cannot now expreſs what then Iſaw. & 
ne by felt of the ſteadineſs of JeſusChriſt, the Rock 
nrreat W of Man's Salvation, what was dene, could not 
oft the W be undone, added to nor akert d: Iudeed fin 
rike MW might drive the Soul beyend Chriſt, even the 
di ſin which is unpardonable, but wo te him 
m, that was ſo driven, for the Word would 

11 ſhut him out. 

al il 


va 169. Thus was Lalways ſinking, whatever 


oken 


*iJ 
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I did think er do. So one day I walked to 
neighbouring Town, and fat down upon 
Settle in the Street, and fell into a very deg 
pauſe about the moſt fearful tate my (in hat 
brought me to; and after a long myuſing, | 
lifted up my head, but me thought 1 {wx 
if the Sun that ſhineth in the Heavens di 
grudge to give light, and as if the very ftong 
in the ſtreet, and tiles upon the Houles, dit 
bend themſelves againſt me. O how happy| 
now was every creature over 1was ! for they 
ſteod faft, and kept their ſtation, but I wx 
gone and loſt, | 

170. Then breaking out in the bitrernc{ 
of my Soul, I ſaid to my ſelf, with a grief 
vous ſigh, How can God comfore ſuch a wreich x 
1? Thad no ſooner faid it, but this returned 
upon me, 2s an eccho doth anſwer a voice, 
This (in is not unto death, At which I was ati! 
I had been raiſed out of the Grave, and cried 
out again, Lord, how conlaſt thou find out ſuch 
word as this? For I was tilled with admirat 
on at the fitneſs, and alſo at the unexpected. 
neſs of the Sentence. = 
171. Now 1 was in hepes that my ſin wal 
not unpardonable, but that there might be 
hopes for me to obtain forgivennefs. But 
how Satan now did liy about his, fort! 
bring me down again! But he could by 
means do it, neither this day, nor the mo! 
pare of the nex*: For this good Sentence. 
ſtood like 2 mill-poſt at my back, Vet 0 
wards the evening of the next day, I telt th" 
word begin to leave me, and to avithdrawil 4 
ſuppoſ 


« ow worn, oh oy ww 
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1 the Chief of Seuntees, . 
d toll fupportation from me; 2nd ſo I returned 
pon to my old feats again, but with a great deal 
dee of grudging and Pecvithnels, for I feared che | 
in hl ſorrew of it · f +, 
ine, MM 172. But the next day at evening, being 
Cow of under many fears, I went to ſeek the Lord; 
ns dul and 25 I prayed, I cried fo him in theſe words; 
ton O Lord, I beſeech thee ſhew me that tko 
s, d hat loved me with an everlaſting love, Jer. 
happy 31. 3. 
ro N 1 514 no ſooner (aid it, but with ſweet. | 
Jen neſs it returned upon me, I have loved bee 
with aw everlaſting love. Now | went to bed | 
ern in quiet, alſo when I awaked the next 
| grief morning, it was freſh upon my Sul. | 
etch 173. But yet the tempter left me not, for 
nnd it could not be ſo little as an hundred times, 
voice that he, that day, did labour to break my 
peace. O the combats and conflicts that i 
! cciedÞ® did then meet with! as I trove to hold by 


% 
* 


ach this Word, that of Eſau would fly in my face 
ira like to lightning I fhould be ſometimes up 
„Zech and down twenty times in an hour. Yet 

Cod did bear me up, and keep my heart u- 
1 wa pon this word, from which I had alſo for 
ant bi ſeveral days together, very much ſweetneſs 
Bu:0 and comfortable hopes of pardon, For thus 


for ti it was made out to me, | I loved thee. whilſt 
by thou was committing this ſin, I loved thee 
moi before, I love thee (till,and I will love thee 
tene for ever. ] f 

et to. 174. Vet I ſaw my fn moſt barbarous, and 
the filthy crime, and could not but conclude, 
i and that with great ſhame and aftonifkmene, 
uppol H chat 


— 


hill they be aſhamed and confounded, ani 
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that I had horribly abuſed the Holy Sen © 
Grad, wherefore I felt my Soul greatly to loy 
and piry him, and my bowels to yearn tg, 
wards him: For I ſaw he was ftill my Frien 
and did reward me geod for evil: Vea, the 
the love and affedtien that then did bun 
within to my Lord & SaviourJeſus Chriſt di 
work at this time ſuch a ſtreng and hot de. 
face of revengement upon my ſelf, for the, 
bufe I had done unto him, that, to ſpeak u 
then I thought, had I a thouſand gallong of 
blood within my veins, I could freely han 
Fpilt it all ar the command and feet of thi 
my Lord and Saviour. 

175. And as I was thus in mufing, and i 
my ſtudies how to love the Lord, and u 
expreſs my love to him, that ſaying cam: 
in upon me, I Ifthou Lord fhouldft mul 
iniquity, O Lord, who fhou'd Rtand ? bu 
there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mij -· 
eſt be feared, Pſal. 130.4. ] Theſe were god 
words to me, eſpecially the latter part vhere- 
of, viz. that there is forgiveneſs with theÞ 
Lord, that he might be feared; That is, a | 
then I underſtood it, that he might be loved 
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and had in reverence; for it was thus made 


out to me, That the great God did ſet ſo 
high an efteem upon the love of his poet 
creatures that rather than he would go with 
out their love, he Would pardon their tran' 
grefſions. "Y 
176. And now was that word fulfilled ou 
me, and 1 was alſo refrefked by it, [ Then i 


Neve! 


w the Chief of Sinners. WT 1 
erer open their mouth any more becauſe 
of their ſhams, when I am pacified towards 
hee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the 
ord God, Zech. 16. 36. ] Thus was my 
WS:ul at chis time (and as I then did think for 
ever) ſet at liberty from being zfflifted with 
my former guilt and amazement. - 
177. Bur before many weeks were over, I 
peak u began to deſpond again, fearing, left not- 
ons of withftanding all that I had enjoyed, yet I 
Y ban might be deceived and deſtroyed at the laſt 2 
of thu For this confideration came ſtrong into my 
mind, That whatever comfort and peace 1 
and sf thought I might have from the Word of the 
and u Promiſe of Life; yet unleſs there could be 
cam found in my refreſhment a concurrence and 
mit epreement in the Scriptures, let me think 
* bu what Iwill thereof, and bold it never fofaf, 
mij. I ſhould find no fuch thing at the end: Fir 
e good BY the Scriptures cannot be broken, John 10. 35: 
178. Now began my heart again to ake 
and fear I might meet with diſappointment 
it the laſt, Wherefore I began with all ſeri- 
cuſneſs to examine my former comfort, and 
to conſider whether one that had ſinned as 1 
had done, might with confidence truſt upon 
the faithfulneſs of Gad laid down in thoſe 
Words, by which I had been comforted; 
and on which I had leaned my ſelf; but now 
was brought thoſe ſayings to my mind, [For 
ie is impoſſible for thoſe who were once en- 
lighined and have taſted the Heavenly Gift; 
and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and have tafted the gcod Wore of Gcd, ad 
: H 2 the 
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80 ra AHunding | 
the Powers of the World to come; if they 
Wall fall away to renew them again unto re. 
pentance, Hes 6. For if we fin wilfully, after 
we have receiv'd the knowledge of the Truth, 50 
there remains no more ſaerifice fer ſin, but 
a certain fearful looking for of Judgment * 
and fiery Indignatien, which ſhall devour , 
tne adverſaries, Heb, 16. Even as Zs Wo! 
for one morſe! of meat ſold his Birth right; \ 
for yon know how that afterwards when he 
would have inherited the Bleſſing, he wa; I * 
rejected, for he found no place of repentance, 
though he ſought it carefully with tears, 
Heb. 12. 

179 New was the word of the Goſpel fer. 
red from my Soul, ſo that ne Promiſe or En. 
Lonuragement was to be found in the Bible 
for the; And now could that ſaying work 
upon my Spirit to efflitt me, Rrjayer wer, oJ. 
rael, for joy, as Other people, Hoſ. 9. 1. Fer! 
ſaw iadeed there was cauſe of rejoycing for 
thoſ: that he)d ro Jeſus : But #5 for me, I hid 
cut my ſelf off by my tranſgreſſions, and left 
my fclf neither foot-hold nor hand-hold :. 
mongſt all the ſtays and props in the preci- 
ous Word of Life. 

180. And truly Idid now feel my ſelf to 
ink into a gulf, as an houſe whoſe foundati- 
on is deſtroyed : I did liken my ſelf in this | 
condition unto the caſe of ſome child that 
' was fallen inco a Milk. pie, who thought, it 'Þ 


could make ſome ſhift to ſcrable and ſpraul 
in the water; yet, becauſe it could find nei- 


ther hold for band nor foot, therefore at * 
| 1 


— 


| \ 

to the Chief of Sinmars, 81 
it muſt die in that condition. So ſoon as 
this fre ſn aſſault had faſtaed on my Soul, that 
Scripture it came into my heart, This for m- 
uy days, Dan. 10. 14. And indeed I found it 
was ſo, for I could net be delivered nor 
brought to peace again, until well nigh two 
years and an half were compleatly finiſhed. 
Wherefere theſe words,though in themſelves 
they tended to diſcouragement, yet, tome, 
who feared this conditien would be eternal, 
they were at ſometimes as am Help and Re- 
freſhment to me. 


181, For, thought I, wan days are not for 


fo. der, many days will have an end; therefore, 1 
NN feing I was to be afflicted, net a few, burt 
ory | wany days, yetT was glad it was but for wany” | 
_ | Jays, Thus, [ ſay, I could recal my ſelf ſome - 
* times, and give my ſelf a help; For as ſoon 
| 7 at ever the words came in, at firſt I knew my 
'c trouble would be long, Wet this would be 
oy but ſometimes, fer I could not always think 
Jef on this, nor ever be helped, though I did- 
* 182. Now, while theſe Scriptutes lay be- 
we fore me, and laid fin anew at my door, that 


ſaying in the eighteenth of Luke, with others, 
OY: did encourage me to Prayer: Then the temp- 
ter again laid at me very ſore, fuggeſting, 
wel = That neither the Mercy of God, nor yet the Blood ef 
5 Chrift, did at all coxcery me nor Could they belp me” 
rar for my ſin: Yer, thought I, I will pray; but, 


it ſaid the temptet, yaur ſin is unpardonable ; 

15 Vet, ſaid I, I will pray. So 1 went to prays! ; 

laft er to Cod? and while I was at prayer, I ut- 
i· tered words to this effect, Lord, Satan tells 


35 me. 


2 
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me, that neither thy Mercy, nor Chrifts 
Blood, is ſufficient to ſave my Soul: Lord, 
mall I honour Thee moſt by believing Thou 
wilt and canſt ? ot, by believing Thou neither 
wilt nor canſt ? Lord, I would fain honour 
Thee by believing Thou wilt and canft 
183. And as 1 was thus b:fore the Lord, 
that Scripture faſtned on my heart, | O may 
great is thy Faith, Math. 15. 23. ] Even as if 
one had clapt me on the back, as I was on my | 
knees before God, yet I was not able to ve. 
lieve this till almoſt fix months after, for! 
could not think that I had Faith, or that 
there ſhould be a word for me to ac Faith on; 
therefore I ſhould ſtill.be as ſticking in che 
jaws ef deſperation, and went mourning up 

_ and dewnin a fad condition, < 
134. There wis nothing that I lenged for 
more, than to be put out of doubt as to this 
thing, and as 7 was vehemently deſiring to 
know if thera was hope, theſe words came 
rowling into my mind, Will the Lord coff of 
for over, aud will he be favourable u maret . 
bis Mercy claan gons for ever? Dot h his Promiſe 
foil fer ever more? H God forgettew to be gra. 
tiows? Math be in anger ut up his tender Morcie,, 
Pſal. 77. 7 8,9. And all the while they tun 

in my mind, me thought I had this ſtill as 
the anſwer: Tis a queſtion whether he hath 
or no; it may be he hath not: Somothing 
alſo there was upon my heart at the ſame 
time, which 1 cannot now call to mind, 
which with this Text did ſweeten my heart, 
and make me conclude that his mercy might 


Ty ee 23 
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not 


-3fft 


brift's 


Lord, 
Thou 
2\ther 
>»n0ur 


Lord, 
) may 
| a5 if 
n my 
o be. 
for! 
that 
1 on; 

| the 


not be quite gone, nor clean gene 


| $941? In which doubt 1 continued from 


I] never had from that, all my Life either 
before er after that, Heb. 7. 25. 


5 at Prayer, and trembling wnder the fear of 


that piese of a Sentence darted in upon me, 


— MS 
\ mc 


to the Chief of Sinwers. 


ever. | : | 

185. At another time I remembre I was 
gun much under this queſtion, whether 
che Blood of Chriſt was ſufficient to ſavemy 


morning till about ſeven or eight at night; 
2nd at laſt, when I was, as it were, quite 
worn out with fear, leſt it ould not lay 


hold on me, theſe words did ſound ſudden- 
iy within me, He is «ble : but me thought 
| this word Ale, was ſpoke loud unto me, ie 
| fiewed a great word, it ſeemed to be writ in 
ertes Letters, and gave ſuck ajuftle to my 
© fear and doubt, (1 mean fer the time it tare 


ried with me, which was about @ day) as 


186. But ene morning when I was again 
this, that no word of God could help me, 


My Grace is ſufficient, At this me thought 1 
felt ſome ſtay, as if there might be hopes: 
But O how good a thing is it fer God to 
ſend his Word! fer «bout 2 fortnight be- 
fore, 1 was looking on this very place, and 
then I theught it could not come near my 
Sou! with cemfort, and threw down my 
Book in a pet, I theught it was not large 
enough for me; but now it was as if it had 
arms of Grace ſo wide, that it could not 
only ineleſe me, but many more beſides/ 
187% By 


would be in it and out ſometimes twenty 


£0 a furlong, as full of Fear and Guilt 10 
ever heart could held: and this was rot 


bs 


« * . 


N Cree 
187. By theſe words I was ſuſtained, vet þ 


not witheut exceeding conflifts for the ſpact 
of ſeven or eight weeks: for my pes 


times a day : Comfort now; and Trouble 


* 
preſently; Peace now. and befere 1 ceult 


only now and then, but my whole fever 
weeks experienee : for this abeut the ſuffcieny Þ 
of Grace; and that of Efas's parting with his 
Birth-right would be like a pair of Scale; 
within my mind, ſometimes one end would 
be uppermoft, and ſometimes again the o. 
ther, according to which weuld be my 
Peace or Trouble, 

188. Therefore I did ſtill pray to God 
that he would come in with this Scripture 
more fully on my heart, to wit, that he 
would help me to apply the whole ſentence; 
for as yet it only helped me thus far, My Grace 
is ſafficient ; and though it came no farther, 
it anfwered my former queſtion, 40 wit, 
that there was hope; yet, becaufe for thee, wat 
left out, 1was not contented, but prayed 
to God for that alſo : wherefore one day 16 
Iwas in a Meeting ef Gods People full of 
ſadneſs and terror, for my fears again were | 
ſtrong upon me, and as 1 was now thinking 
my Soul was never the better, but my caſe F 
moſt ſad and fearful, theſe words did with 
great power ſuddenly break in upon me, ½ 
Grace is ſuffitient for bet, m Grace is fafficient fin 
thee; my Grat i, ſufficient fer thee, three times 

| to 


to the Chief of Stznery, 85 


together: And O] me thought that every 


word was 3 Mighty word unte me; as My, 
and Grace, and ſuffcient, and fer thee; They 


were ther, and ſometimes are ſtill, far big- 
ger than others be. 


189, At which mime, my — 1 
was lo enlightned, that I was as though 
had ſeen the Lord Jeſus look down from 


Heaven through the Tiles upon me, and di- 
red theſe words wnto me: This ſent me 
mouraing home, it broke my heart, and fil- 
led me full of Joy, and laid me as the duſt, 
only it ſtaid not long with me, I mean in 
this Glory and refreſhing Comfort, yet it 
continue | 
did encourage me to hope. But ſo ſoon as that 
powerful Operation of it was taken off my 
| heart, that other about Zſas returned upon 
me as before, ſo my Soul did hang as in « 
| pair of Scales again, ſometimes up, and ſome- 
timas down, now in Peace, and anone again 
4 in Terror. 


with me for ſeveral weeks, and 


199. Thus I went on for many weeks, 
ſometimes comforted, and ſometimes tor- 


| mented, and eſpecially at ſometimes my tor." 
ment would be very ſore, for all theſe Serip- 
* tures fore-nasmed in the Hebrews would be fat 
| before me, as the only ſentences that would 


keep me out of Heaven, Then again I ſhould 
begin again to repent, that ever that thought 
went thorow me; I ſhould alſo think thus 
with my ſelf, Why ? how many Scriptures 
*re there againſt me? There is but three or 
four: And, cannot God miſs theſe, and ſave 
me for all them? Sometimes again I fhould 


$5 Grace hiding | 
think, O if it were not for theſe three or 
four words, now how might I be comforted! 
And I could hardly forbear at ſometimes, 
but te wiſh them out of the Book. ? 
191. Then me thought I ſhould fee, as if 
both Peter, and Paul, and Jeb, and all the 
Writers, did look with ſcorn upon me, and 
hold me in derifion; and as if they (aid un. 
to me, all our Words are Truth, one of x; | 
much force as another; it is not we that have 
cut you off, but you have caft away your 
ſolf; There is none of our Sentences thay 
yon muſt cake hold upon, but theſe, and 
ſuch as theſe; 7: is impoſſbls, there remains w 
wore ſacrifice for fin, Heb. 6. And it had leis bei. 
ter for them net to have known the will of Gul, 
than after they hae knows it totwry from the bi. 
ly Command ment delivered ante them, Heb. to, 
For the Scripture; cannet be broken, 2 Peter 2, 
21. 5 

192. Theſe, as the Elders of the City of 
Refuge, I ſaw were to be the Judges both of 
my eaſe, and me, while I ſtocd with the 4. 


venger of Blood at my heels, trembling'at 


their gate for deliverance ; alſe with a thou- 
ſand Fears and Miſtruſts, that they would 
ſhue me ous fer ever, Jeſb 20. 3. 

193. Thus was I confounded, not know. 
ing what to do, nor how to be fatisfied in 
this queſtion ; Whether the Ecriptures could agrt 
in the Salvation of wy Soul? I quaked at the 
Apoſtles; I knew their words were true, 
and that they muſt ſtand for ever. 

194. And I remember one day, as I wi! 
in 


fo the Chief of ui. 
in diverſe frames of Spirit, and conſidering 
chat theſe frames were ſtill according to the 
nature of the ſeveral Scriptures that came in 
upon my mind: If this of Grace, then I was 
quiet: But if that of Nau, then tormenred, 


Lund, thoug br I, if beth theſe Seriptares would meet 


in my heart at once, I wonder which of them would 
get the better of me, Su, me thought, I had a 


| longing mind that they might ceme both to- 
© gether upon me; Yea, I defired of God they 
= might. 


195. Well, about two or three days after, 


ö foe they did indeed ; they bolted both upon 
me at a time, and did work and ſtruggle 


ficangely in me for a While: Ar laſt, that a- 


bout Zan, Birth-right began to wax weak, 
end withdraw, and vaniſh; And this about 
the ſufficiency of Grace prevailed with Peace 
* and Joy. And as I was in amuſe about this 
thing, that Scripture came bome upon me, 


| Mercy rejoyceth againf® Judgment, James 2. 
3 


196. This was 2 wonderment to me, yet 


| truly I am apt to think it was of God, for 
the word of the Law avd Wrath, muſt give 
| place to the word ef Life and Grace; 
$ becauſe, though the word of Condemnation 


be glorious, yet the word of Life aud Salva- 
tion, doth far exceed in Glory, 2 Cor 3.8, 
9, 10, 11. Mark 9 5, 6. 7 John 6. 3759. Alſe, 
that Moſes and Elia, muſt both vaniſh, and 


lezye Chriſt and his Saints alone. 


197. This Scripture alſo did now moſt 


 lweerly viſit my Soul, And him that romerk to 


me, 


Grace Abeszaing 
me, I will in us ways eaft our. O the comfor 


whatever he hath done. But Satan wou 


Scripture from me, yet he never did ſo much 
as put this queſtion, But do you come aright! 


And J have thought the reaſon was, becauſe Þ 


he thought 1 knew full well, what coming 
wes; For, I ſaw, that, to come aright, was 
to come as | was, a vile and ungodly finner, 
and to caſt my ſelf at the feet of Mercy, con- 
demning my ſelf for fin ; if ever Satan aud! 


did firive for any word, it was for this in 


John: He pulled, and I pulled, but God be 
praiſed, I got ſome ſweetneſs from it. 


198, But, notwithſtaoding all theſe help 


and bleſſed words of Grace, yet that of E/avs 
ſelling of his Birth right would ſtill at times 
diſtreſs my Conſcience : for though I hi 
been moſt ſweetly eomferted, and that but 
juſt before, yet when that came into Mind, 


ewould make me fear again, I could not be 


quite rid chereof,/'twould every day be with 
me wherefore new | went another way te 


work, even to conſider the nature of this 
: | blaſphe- 


C 
1 n Fl | ae 
PRs”, 


F 1 
. ² . ̃ĩ˙ Ü; ̃ 227 I 
1 . 1 e Er . 


that I have had from this werd, is 30 54.5 
as Who ſhould ſay, by no means, for nothing 


greatly labour to pull this Promiſe from ne 
telling me, that Chrift did not mean me, «ni 
ſuch -as I, but ſinnets of a lewer rank, chu 
had not done as IL had done, But I ſhould 8. 
ſwer him again, Satan, here is in this wer!“ 
no ſuck exception, but him char comes, him, 4. 
ny him, him that cometh te m, I will in 1 n 
caft ent. And this I well remember fil), the 
of all the flights that Satan uſed to take this 


to the Chief of ] 89 
omfon blaſphemous thought. 1 mean, if I ſhould 
'0 4)! ircke the words at the largeſt, and give them 
othing their own natural force and (cope, even eve- 
woullWry word therein : So when I had thus con- 
Mm me fidered, I found that af they were fairly ta- 
Ne, niken, they would amount co this, thac I had 
k, thu freely left the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his 
ald nM choiſe, whether he would be my Saviour or 
wer! no, for the wicked words were theſe, Let 
iim, 4. him go if he will. Then that Scripture gave me 

* hope, I wil never leave thee nor for lake thee, Heb, 
II, the 13.5. O Lord, ſaid I, but I have left thee; 
ke this then it anſwered again, Bat I will not leave 
much hee. For this I thank God alſo. 
ariget: 199. Yet I was grievouſly afraid he ſhould, 
canle and found it exceeding hard te truſt him, 
omng ſeing I had fo offended him: I conld have 
t, vu been exceeding glad that this thought had 
ſinner, never befallen, for then 1 thought 1 could 
„con. with more caſe and freedom abundance have 
and! leaned upon bis Grace : I ſee it was with 
this in me as it was with Jaſeph's Brethren, the guilt 
20d vt cf their own wickedacſs did often fill them 
FF with fears, that their Brother would at laſt 

help d:ſpiſe them, Gene ſit $0. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
| 200, But above all the Scriptures chat Z 
times yet did meet with, that in the twentieth 
of Joſpua, was the greatet comfort ro me, 
| which ſpeaks of the ſlayer that was to fly for 
Mind, refuge. Aad if the Avenger ef Blood purſue the 
not be Slayer, then ſaith Moſes, they that are the El- 
e with ay; of the City ef Refuge, ſh I not deliver him 
way Wy ne hit hand; becauſe he ſwore bis Neighbour un- 
Wittingly, awd mn wet afore time. O 
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90 | 
bleſſed be God for this word | I was co 


Grace Alaunding 


viaced that I was the Slayer, and that the 
Avenger of Blood purſued me, I fek wit 
greater terror; only now it remained thi 
I enquire, Whether I have right te enterth 


City of Refuge? So 1feund, That he mul 


not, who lay in wait to ſhed Bld; but he wh 
unwittingly, er that did axawares ſhed Blood, 
ven he who did not hate his Neighbour bent 


Wherefore, 

201. I thought verily I was the Man th 
muſt enter, for becauſe 1 had ſmitren ny 
Neighbour «nw#ttingly, and hated him ui 
af. ti we Ihated him not afore-time, no 
Prayed unto him, was tender of ſiuning :|Þ 
gaink kim; and again this wicked tempt Þ 
tion, I had ſtrove for a twelve month bei 


fore, yea, and alſo when. it did paſs thoroy 


my Heart, it did in ſpijght of my Teeth; 


Wherefors 1 thought 7 had right to ente: 


this City, and the Elders, which are the Apo. 
Ales, were mot to deliver me up. Thi 


therefore was great comfort to me, and did if 


give me much ground of hops: 


292, Let being very critical, for my ſm | 
had made me that Ikaew not what ground] 
was ſure enough to ber me, Ihad one qu“ 
ſtion that my Soul did much defire to be 
reſolved abeut 3; and that was, Whether it 
be poſſible for any Saul that bath indeed ſin- 
ned the unpardonable (in, yet after that 
receive, though but the leaſt true ſpirituil 
comfort from God through Chriſt ? The. 


Which after 7 had much conſidered, J ſoup . 
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Was co 91 
| that he anſwer was, No, they could not: and 
ek vin hat for theſe Reaſons : | 
1d th 203. Firſt, Bocauſe thoſe that have ſinned 


hat fin, they are debarred a ſhare in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and being ſhur out of that, 
hey mult needs be void of the leaſt ground 
of hope, and ſo of ſpiritual comfort, for to 
cb there Temains no more |acrifice for fia, Heb. 
10 26, 29, Secondly, Becauſe they are des 
nied a ſhare in the Promiſe of Life: they 


enterth; 

? mul 
he wh; 
Blood, 4 
ur bent 


Lan thuf ; ute of Lit 

en hall never be forgiven,neither in this world, 
him nor in that which is to come, Matth. 12.31; 
e, n {birdly, The Son of God excludes them al- 
ing ſo from a fhare in his bleſſed Intetceſſion. be- 
empty. ing for ever aſhamed to owne them both be- 


th be. fore his holy Father, and the bleſſed Angels 


rhorog in Heaven, Mark 8 


Feeth 4. When I had with much deliberation 
o enter! conſidered of this Matter, and could not 
e Apo. but conclude that the Lord had comforted 


Thi me, and that too afrer this my wicked fin : 
id die then me thought I durſt venture to come 
8 nigh unto thoſe moſt fear ful and terrible 

ſmn 2 Scriptures, with which all chis while 1 had 
round been ſo greatly affcighted, and on which in- 
que 9:06 be fore 1 durſt ſcarce caſt mine eye, 
to be (ves had much ado an kundred times 10 for- 
hor it bear wiſhing of them out of the Bible, for I 
in fought they would deſtroy me) bur now, 
t u I ſey, Tbegan to take forme meaſure of incou- 
itil legement, to come claſs to them to read 
them, and conſider them, and to weigh their 


The] 0 
un ſcope and tendency, 


the 


2 205. The 


92 Grace _— re 
. 205, The which when I began to do, | 
found their viſage changed; fer they locked 
nod ſo grimly as before I thought they did; 
And firſt, I came to the ſixth cf the Febriew, 
yet trembling for fear it ſhculd firike me; 
which when I had conſidered, I found thy 
the falling there intended, was a falling 
quite , that is, as 1 conceived, a falling 
from, and an abſolute denying of the Go 
ſpe), of remiſſion of ſins by Chrift, for, from 
them the Apeftle begins his Argument, ver|, 1 
1, 2, 3, Sccondly, I found rhat this falling 
away muſt be openly, even in the view of K 
the world, even ſe as ts pu Chriſt to an ien 
home Thirdly, I found that thoſe he there 
intendeth, were for ever ſhut up of God, 
both in blindneſs, hardneſs and impenirency? 
it is impoſſible they ſhould be renewed a Þ 
grin unto Repentance. By all theſe particue | 
Jars, I found, to Gods everlaſting praiſe, my 
- fin was not the fin in this place intended. .. 
206. Then I conſidered that in the tent> Þ 
ef the Hebrews, and found that the wilful fe 
there mentioned, w not every wilful ſin, but 
that fin which doth throw cff Chriſt, and 
then his Commandments too. Secondly, 
That muft alſo be done openly, before two 
or three witneſſ:s, to anſwer that of the 
Law, verſe 28. Thirdly, This fin cannot 
be committed but with great Deſpite done 
to the Spirit of Grace; deſpiſing both the 
d iſſusſions from that fin, and the petſus · 
ſions to the contrary : But the Lord knows, F 
though 


do. to the Chief of Sinneve. : 93 

lookeg hovgh this my fin was deviliſp, yet it did 

y did. Not amount to theſe. i 

en, 20%. And as touching that in the twelfth 
— brews, about Eſas's ſelling his Birth- 

> me, of the Hove rvs, t Eſau's g | 


right, though this was that which killed me, 
alling Ded food like 2 ſpear againſt me; yet now 
alli [ did conſider, Firſt, That his was net a haſty 
R Cd thought zgainſt the continual labour of his 
from mind; bur a thought conſented ge, and put 
vin practice likewiſe, and that too after ſome 
Iling deliberation : Gen, 25, Gecondly, It was a 
publick aud open action, even before his 
Brother, if not before many more; this 
made his fin of a far more hainous nature 
than otherwiſe it would have been. Thirdly, 
He continued to ſlight his Birth right H- 
lid ent and drink and went bis way , thas Eſau 
* DES?PISED bir Birth.right : yes, twenty years 
after he was found to deſpiſe it till, And 
Eſau ſaid, I dave enough, my Brother, kerp that 
thou haſt to thy ſelf, Geneſis 33.9. 

208. Now aus teuching this, That Eſau 
ſought a place of repentance ; Thus I thought: 
Firſt, This was not for the Birch igt: but 
the Bleſſing 3 this is clear from the Apoſtle, 
and is diſtinguifked by Eſau himſelf, be hath 
taken away my Birth. right, (that is farmer]y ). 
rd now be hath taken avey my Bleſing alſo, 
Gen. 27.36. Secondly, Now this being thus 
conſidered, I came again to the Apoſtle, to 
ſee what might be the Mind of God in a 
New Teſtament ſtile and ſenſe concerning 
Eſau's fin ; and ſo far as I could conceive 
this was the Mind 7 God, The: the Birth right 
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fignifi:d Regeneration. and rhe Bleſſing the Etur. 
wal Inheri:ance ; for ſo the Apoitle ſeems to 
hint, Leſt there be any profane Perſou, as Eſiu 
w/o for *. wor (ol of meat ſold bis Birth right ; 
as if he ſhould fay, leſt there be any Perſon 
am ng you that fhall caſt off all thoſe hleſ⸗ 
ſed beginnings of God that at preſent are 
upon him, in order to « New Birth, leſt they 
become as Eſau, even being rejeQed afterward; 
whea they would inherit che Bleſſing. 

209 For many there are, who in the day 
of Grace and Mercy deſpiſe thoſe things 
which ate indeed the Birtk=righe to Heaven, 
who yet when the deciding day appears, will 
Cry as loud as Eſau, Lord, Lord, open te wr, but 
then as Iſase would not repent, no more will 
God the Father, but willſay, I have bleſſid 
theſe, yea, and they ſhall be blefſed ; but as for 
vou; Depart, you are worker; of iniquity, Gen. 
47. 32. Luke 13. 25, 26, 27. 

210, When 1 had thus confdered theſe 
Scriptures, and found, that thus to under- 
ſtand them, was not 2gainſt, but according 
to other Scriptures; this ſtill added further 
to my Encouragement and Comfort, and al- 
ſo gave a great blow to that objection, to 
wit, That the Scriptures could net agree inthe Sal. 
vat ien f my Soul, And now remained only 
the hinder part of the tempeſt, for the thun- 
der was gone beyend me, only ſome drops 
did fill remain, that now ard then would 
fall upon me: Bur becauſe my former frights 
and anc:nth were very ſore and deep, there- 
fore i: djd oft befal me ſtill, as it befalleth 
eboſe. 
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to the Chief of Sinner. ge 
thoſe that have been ſcared with fre, 1 
thought every voice was fire, fire; every little 
touch would kurt my tender Conſcience. 
211. But one day, as 1 was paſſing in the 
field, and that too- with ſome daſhes on my 


Cenſcience, fearing leſt yet all was not right, 


ſuddenly this ſentence fell upon my Soul, 
Thy Righteouſneſs it in Heaven; and me thought 


withal, I ſaw with the eyes of my Soul, Jeſus. 


| Chriſt at Geds right hand; there, I ſay, was 


| my righteouſneſs; So that where. ever I was, 
| or what-ever I was a doing, God ceuld not 


* ww” 4 be IP - J 


ſiy of me, He wants my Righteouſneſs, for that 


wis juſt before kim. I alſo ſaw moreover, 


that it was not my good frame of heart that 
made my Righteouſneſs better, nor yet my 
bad frame that made my Righteauſnefs 
* worſe: For, my Righteouſneſs was Jeſus 
Chriſt kimſelf, The ſaws yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever, Heb. | 


x23. . 


3 
212. Now did my chains fall off my Legs 


indeed, I was looſed from my : fflictions and 


irons, my temptations alfo fled away: So 


that from that time thoſe dreadful} Scriptures 


of God left off to trouble me; now went I 


| alſo home rejoycing, for the Grace and Love 


of God: So when I came home, I looked to 
ſeeif I could find that Sentence, Thy Righte- 
0/reſs ii in Hauen, but could not find ſuch a 
ſlaying, wherefore my heart began to fink 
igain, only that was brought to my remem- 
brance, 1 Cer 1.30, He it made unto urof God. .. 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanflification, and Redemption; 
by this word I ſaw the other Sentence true. 

213. For by this Scripture, I ſaw the Man 


96 Grace Aude 
Chrift Jeſus, as he is diſtinct from us, as 
touching his bodily ' preſence, fo he is our 
Righteouſneſs and SanQification before Ged, 
here therefore I lived, for ſome time, ver 
ſweetly at peace with God through Chriſt; 
O me thought Chriſt! Chriſt! there was 
nothing bur Chriſt that was before my eyes; 
I was'not now only for looking upon this 


and the other benefit of Chriſt a part, as of 


his Blood, Burial, or ReſurreQion, but con- 
ſidered him as whole Chriſt; as he in whom 
all theſe, and all his ether Vertues, Relations, 
Offices and Operations met together, and 
that on the right hand of God in Heaven, 

214. Twas glorious to me to ſee his Ex- 
altation, and the worth and prevalency of all 
his Benefits, and that becauſe of this; Now 
I conld look from my ſelf to him, and ſhould 
reckon, that all thoſe Graces of God that 
now were green en me, were yet but like 
thoſe crack'd-groats, and four pence half. 
pennies that rich men carry in their purſes, 
when their Gold is in their trunks at home: 
O, I ſaw my Geld was in my Trunk it 
home in Chriſt my Lord and Saviour! Now 
Chriſt was all; all my Wiſdom, all my Righ- 
teouſneſs, all my Sanctification, and all my 
Redemption. 

215. Further, the Lord did alſo lead me 
into the Myſtery of Union with his Son of 
God, that I wag joined to him, that J was 
fleſk of his fleſh, and bone of his bone, and 
now was that a ſweet werd to me, in Eptel. 


0 


3. 30. By this alſo was my Faith in kim, 28 
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10 the Chief of Sinners. 97 
my Righteouſneſs, the more confirmed to me: 
#r if le and I were one, then his Righteouſ- 
neſs was mine, his Merits mine, his Victory 
Ilſo mine. Now could I ſee my ſelf in Hea- 
ven and Earth at once; in Heaven by my 


| Chriſt, by my Head, by my Righteouſneſs 
| 2nd Life, though on Earth by my Body or 


Perſon, 
216 Now I faw Chriſt Jeſus was looked 


on of Ged, and ſhould alſo be looked upon 


by us as that common or publick Perſon, in 
whom all the whole Body of his Ele& are al- 
| ways to be conſidered and reckaned, that we 
ſulfilled the Law by him, died by him, roſe 
from the dead by him, got the Victory over 
| fin, death, the devil, and hell by him: When 
| he died, we died, and ſo of his ReſurreQien : 
| Thy dead men ſhall live together, with my dead bo- 
ay (ball the ariſe, ſaith he, Iſa. 26. And again, 


After two days he will revive ut, and the 1hird 


day we ſhell live in his fight, Hoſca 6: 2. Which 
is now fulfilled by the ſitting down of the 


Son of Man on the right hand of the Majeſty 
in the Heavens; According to that to the E- 
pheſians, He hath raiſed ut up t'gither. and made 
ns ſit together in heavenly plates in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Epheſ. 2. 6. | | 
217. Ah theſe b'eſſ:d Crnfiderations and 
Scriptures, with many other of the like na- 
ture, were in thoſe days m»de to ſpangle in 
mine eyes; Praiſe ye the Lerd God in hir Sanftu- 
ary, preiſe him in the frmament of his Power, 


| draiſe h m for hzs mighty Aﬀts praiſe him according 


#9 bis excellent Gr: atneſe, Plalms 150 1, x. 
| 218 Having 


N 
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218, Having thus in few words given you 
a taſte of the ſorrow and afflition that my 
Sbul went under, by the guilt and cerroyr 
that this my wicked thought did lay me un. 
der: And having given you alſo a touch of 
my Deliverance therefrom ; and of the ſweet 
and bleſſed Comfort that I met with after. 
wards, (which Comfort dwelt about a twelve 
month with my heart, to my unſpeakable 
admiration) 1 willnow (God willing) before 
proceed any further, give you ina word or 
ewo, What, as I conceive, was the cauſe of 
this temptation; And alſo after that, whit 
Advantage at the laft it became unte my 
ä 2 

219. For the Cauſes,, I conceived they 
were principally two: Of which two alſe! 
was deeply convinced all the time this trou- 
ble lay upen me. The ficfi was, for that! 
did not, when I was delivered from the 
temptation that went before, ſtill pray to 
God to keep me from temptations that were 
to come: For though, as I can ſay 1a truth, 
my Soul was nuch in Prayer before this trial 
ſeiz:d me. Vet then I prayed only, or at 
the myſt principa'ly, for the remeval of 
prefent trouble, and for freſh diſcoveries of 
love in Chriſt; which I ſaw afterwards 
was not enough to do: I alſo fhould 
have prayed that the great God would keep 
me from the evil that was to come. 

220. Of this I was made deeply ſenſibl: 
by the prayer of holy David, who when he 
was under preſent mercy, yet praycd 8 
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to the Chief of Sinuort. 99 
God would hold him back from fin and 
temptation to come: For then, ſaith he, ſhaZ 
ibs upright, and I ſhall be innocent from the great 
tran(greſſion, Plalms 19. 13. By this very 
word was I galled and condemned, quite 
thorow this long temptation» 

22:1: That alſo was another word that 
did much condemn me for my folly, in the 
negle& of this duty, Heb. 4+ 16. Let us theres 


| fore come boldly te the Throne of Grace, that we 


may obtain mercy, and find Grace to help in time 
of need: This I had not done, and therefore 
was thus ſuffered te fin and fall, according 
tc what is written, pray that ye ener nor inte 
temptation, and truely this very thing is to 
this day ſuch weight and awe upon me, that 
I dare not, when I ceme before the Lord, go 
of my knees until I intreat him for help and 
mercy againſt the temptations that are to 
come; and I de beſeech thee, Reader, that 
theu learn to beware of my negligence by the 


 ifNiftions that for this thing I did for days, 


and months,and years, with ſorrow undergo! 
222+ Another cauſe of this temptation 
Was, That I had rempted God; and on this 
manner did I do it: Upon a time my wife 
was great with child, and before her full time 
was come,her Pangs as of a woman in travail, 
were kerce and ſtrong upon her, even as if 
the would immediatly have fallen in labour, 
and been delivered of an untimely Birth: 
Now at this very time it was that Ihad been 
ſs ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the Being of 
God, wherefore as my wife lay crying by 11% 
0 al 9 
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I ſaid, but with all ſecrecy imaginable, even 
thinking in my hearr, Lord, if thou wil 
now remove this ſad affliction from my wif: 
and cauſe ct ſhe be no more troubled chere. 
with this night, ( and now were her pang 


juſt upon her) then I ſhall know tha: thy 
canſt diſcern the moſt ſecret thought of the Þ 


heart. 
223, I had no ſooner ſaid it in my heart, 
but her pings were taken from her, and ſh; 


was calt into a deep fleep, and fo fhe conti 
nued till morning; at this I greatly marvel Þ. 


ay OR. 


« ws ws woes year BYD 


r 


led, not knowing what to think, but after! 
had been awake 2 | pany while and heard her 


cry no more, I fe 


great aſtoniſhment unto me for ſeveral weeks 
after. 


224+ Well, about a year and an half afren 


wards, that wicked ſinful thought, of which 


I have ſpoken before, went thorow my wick 
ed heart, even this thought, Let Chriſt go if b: 


wil; ſo when | was fallen under guilt for this, 
the remembrance of my other thought, and 
of the effect thereof, would alſo come upon 
me with this retort, which alſo carried te. 
buke along with it, Now you may ſee that G 
det h know the moſt ſecret thoughts of the bean, 
Now you may ſe that Gad doth knew the uf. 
crit thoughts of the heart. 

225; And with this, that of the pag 
| chit 


to ſleep alſo: So wheni Þ 
waked in the morning, ic came upon m 
again, even what I had ſaid in my heart the 
laſt night, and how the Lord had ſhewed mt: 

that he knew my ſecret thoughts, which ww Þ 


fs the Chicf of Sinners. 107 
that were betwixt the Lord, and his ſervant 
G:dcon, fell upon my ſpitit; how becauſe 
that Gideon tempted God with his Fleece botk 
wet and dry, when he ſhould have believed 
and ventured upon his word, therefore the 


Lord did afterwards ſo try him, as to fend 
bim againk an innumerable company of E- 


nemies, and that too as to outward appears 
rance, without ſtrength or kelp, Z#zg% 6.7. 


| Thus he ſerved me, and that juſtly, for I 
| ſhould have believed his word, and net have 
put an if upon the all ſeeingneſs of God. 


216. And now to ſn: you ſomething of the 


| aivantages that I alſo have gained by this 
[E temptation, 
| continually to poſſeſs in my Soul, a very 
wonderful ſenſe bathof the Being and Glory 
| of God, and of his beloved Son: 
| temptation before, my Soul was perplexed 


And firſt, By this 1 was made 


In' the- 


with Atheiſm, but now the caſe was other. 


| wife, now was God and Chriſt contingally 
| before my face, though not in a way of 
Comfort, but in a way of exceeding dread and 
terror. 
did at this time brezk me to pieces, and the 
| bowels and compaſſion of Chriſt did break 
me as on the whee'; for 1 could net conſider 


The Glory of the Holineſs of God, 


him but as a loſt and rej:&ed Chriſt, the re- 
membrance of which, was as the continual 
breaking of my bones. 

227, The Scriptures alſo were wonderful 
things unto me; 1 ſaw that the Truth and 
Verity of them, were the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven; * the Scriptures favour, 


they 


UW, rhe muſt inherit Bliſs; b 


g "15 i . 9 


ut thoſe they op- 
pvoſe and condemn, maſt periſh for ever more; 


DO O this word, For the Scriptures 8annt be broken, 
Would rend the Caul of my heart; and fo 


would chat other, Whoſe ſors ye remis, they are 
vemitted; bur whoſe fins ye retain, they are retain. 
88; Now I ſaw the Apoſtles to be the:Elders 
of the City ef Refuge, Joſhua 20. 4. Theſe 
That they wcre to receive in, were received 
do Life; But thoſe that they ſhut out, were 
ca be lain by the Avenger of Blood. 
| 223. Oh! one ſentence of the Scripture 
did more afflid and terrifie my mind, I mean 
choſe ſentences that ſtood againſt me ( as 
| Cometimes I thought they every one did) 
more, I ſay, than an Army of. fourty thou- 
| ſand men that might have come againſt me, 
Wo be to him againſt whem the Scriptures 
Eend themſelves. 
229. By this temptation I was made ſee 
More into the nature of the Promiſes, than 


ever I was before: For I lying now trem - 


, Sling under the mighty hand of God, con- 


= £invally corn and rent by the thundering of 


Tus Juſtice; this made me with careful heart, 
and watchful eye, with great fearfulneſs, to 


| curn over every leaf, and with much dili- 


gence. mixt with trembling, to conſider e- 
very ſentence, together with its natural force 
and fortitnde, +. 
230. By this temptation alſo, I was great- 
Ty helden off my former foolifh practice, of 
putting by the Word of Promiſe, when it 


is same inte my mind: For now, the I could 


Not 


to the Chief of Se. 103 


then, not ſuck chat comfort and ſweetneſs from 
1 (@ the Promiſe, as I had done at other times ; 
are yet, like to a man afinking, I ſhould catch at 
#18. all aw: Fermerly I thought I might net 
lers meddl: with the Promiſe, unleſs I felt its 
10k comfort; but now it was no time thus to 


ved do, the Avenger of Blood tos hardly did pur- 
ere ſe me. | 
231. Now therefore I was glad to catch at 
ure that word, which yet I feared I had no ground 
en nor right toowne, and even to leap into the 
(as IB boſom of that Promiſe, that yet I feared did 
d) hut its heart againſt me, Now alſo I ſhould Þ 


zu- J]:bour to teke the word as God hath laid it 
ne, down, without reſtraining the natural forte 
res of one ſyllable thereof: O what did I now 
ſce in that bleſſed ſixth of JE, [| And him 
ſee © that comes to me, I vill in no wiſe ent out, 
an F. 6 37. | Now I begin to confider wien 
me my ſelf, that God had a bigger mouth to 
fn. ſſßpeek with, than | had a heart to concave 
of © with: I thought alſo with my (elf, that he 
rt, 1 ſpake not his Words in haſte, or in an unad- 
to © viſed heat, but with infinite Wiſdom and 
li. Judgment, and in a very Truth and Faith» 
e- fulneſs, 2 Sam. 3. 28. | 
ce 232. I ſhould in theſe days, often in my 
| Freacelt aponies, even flource towards the | 
t- Promiſe (as the horſes do towards ſeund 
of ground, that yet ſtick in the myre) con- 
it cinding, (though as onealmoft beteft of his 
d wits through feat) on this Iwill reſt and 
ot ſtay, and leave the fulfilling of it tothe God 


of Heaven that made it. O many a pull 
* hath 


— — -. — 
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hath my heart had with Satan, for that bleſ. 
ied ſixth of Jon: I did not now, as at other 
times, look prineipally for comfort, (tho 

how welcome would it have been unt 
me!) But now a word, a word to lean! 
weary Sul upon, that I might not ſink for 
ever. 

233. Ycz, often when I have been making 
to the Premiſe, 1 have (cen as if the Lord 
wonld refuſe my Soul for ever: I was often 
as if I had run upon the pikes, and as if the 
Lord had thruſt at me,to keep me from him, 


aS with flaming Sword. Then I ſhould think 
of Eftker, who went to petition the King 
contrary to the Law, Eth.4.16. I chought ai. 


$0 of R ud ſervints, who went with ropes 
apori their beads to their Enemies for Mer. 
cy, 1 Klug, 20, 31, Ct. The woman of C4. 
naan alſo that weuld not be daunted, thowgh 


called a dog by Chriſt, Matthew 15. 22, Ce. 


and the man that went to berrow Bread at 
mid-night, Luke r, 5, 6,7, 8, &. were greit 


 'Encomragecments unto me. 


#34 I cever ſaw thoſe Heights and Depths 
in Grace, and Love, and Merey, as I ſaw if. 
ter this temptation : Great ſins do draw out 
great Grace; and where guilt is moſt terrible 
and fierce, there the Mercy of God in Chrift, 
when ſhewed to the Soul, appears moft High 
and Mighty; When Job had paſſed through 
bis Captivity, He had twice as much as be had 
before, Job 42 10. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. Many other things I migit 
kere mike obſervation of, but Fry - 

| rief, 


i : 
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brief, and therefore ſhall at this time omit 
them; and do pray God that my harms 
may make others fear to offend, left they al- 
ſo be made to bear the iron yoke as I did, 

] kad two or three times, at or about my 
deliverance frem this temptation, ſuch 
ſtrange 2pprehenſions of the Grace of God 
that I could hardly bear up under it ; it was 
ſo out of meaſure amazing, when Itheught 


| it could reach me, that I do think, if that 


ſenſe of it had abode long upon me, it would 


| have made me uneaPable for buſineſs. 


235. Now I ſhall go forward te give you 
x Relation of other of the Lords Dealings 
with me, of his Dealings with me at otker 
ſundry ſeaſons, and of the temprations I then 
did meet withal. I ſhall begin with what 1 
met with when I firft did join in fellowſhip . 
with the Peeple of God in Bedford, After I 


| had propounded to the Church, that my de- 


fire was to walk in the Order and Ordinances 
of Chriſt with thera, and was alſo admitted 
by them, while I thought of that bleſſed 
Ordinance of Chriſt, which was his laſt Sup- 
per with his Diſciples before his death, that ; 
Scripture, Ds this in remembrance of me, Luke © 
22. 19. was Made a very precious word unto 
me; for by it the Lord did come down u- 
pon my Conſcience with the diſcovery of his 
death for my ſins, and as I then felt, did as if 
he plunged- me in the vertue of the ſame. 
But brhold, I had not been long a Partaker at 
that Ordinance, but ſuch fierce and ſad temp» 
cations did attend me at all times therein, 

K 3. bock 
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both to blaſpheme the Ordinance, and to 
with ſome deadly thing to thoſe that then 
did eat thereof, that leſt I ſhould at any time 
be guilty of conſenting to theſe wicked any 
fearful thoughts, I was ferced to bend my 
felf, all tie while, to pray to God to keey 
me from ſuch blaſphemies : And alſo, to eri 
to God to bleſs the Bread and Cup to them, 
as it (ent from mouth to mouth. The re. 
ſon of this temptation 1 have theught Ance, 
was, becauſe 1 did not with that reverence 
as became me at firſt, approach to partake 
thereof. 


236. Thus I continued for three quarters | 
of a year, and could never have reſt nor caſe; 
but at laft the Lord came in upon my Soul, 


with that ſame Scripture, by which my Soul 
was viſited before: And after that, I have 
been uſually very well and comfortable in 
the partaking of that bleſled Ordinance, and 
have, I truſt, therein diſcerned the Lords Birdy 
as broken for my ſins, and that his precieus 
Blood hath been ſhed for my tranſgreſſi 

ns. | 
237. Upon a time I was ſomewhat inclin- 
ing ts 2 conſumption, where- with about the 
Spring, I was ſuddenly and violently ſeized, 
with much weakneſs in my outward. man ; 
inſomuch that I thought 7 could not live. 
Now began 1 afreſh to give my ſelf up to: 
ſerious examination after my ſtate and con- 
dition for the furure, and of my Evidence: 
tor that bleſſed World to come. For it hach, 
1 bleſs the Name of God, been my uſusl 
. courſe, 


10 the Chief of Sinners, o 
courſe, 2s always, ſo eſpecially in the day of 
40 li gion, to endeavour to keep my Intereſt 
in the Life to come, clear before mine eye. 

238. But I had no ſooner begun to recal 
to mind my former Experience, of the good - 
neſs of God to my Soul, but there came 
flockwmg into my mind, an innumerable com- 
pany of my ſins and tranfgreſſions, amengft 
which theſe were at this time moſt to my a- 
fliction; namely, my deadneſs, dulneſs, and 
coldneſs ia koly Duties; my wandrings of 
heart, my weariſomneſs in all good things, 


| my want of love to Cod, his ways and peo- 


ple, with this at the end of all. Are theſe the 


| fruits of Chriftianity ? Are theſe the tokens 


of a bleſſed Man? 

239. At the apprehenſion of theſe things, 
my fickneſs was doubled upon me, for now 
was I fick in my inward man, my Sul was 
cloged with guile ; now alſo was all my for- 
mer experience of Gods goodneſs to me, 
quite taken out of my mind, and hid as if 
it had never been, nor ſeen: Now was my 
Soul greatly pinched between theſe two 
Conſiderations, Live I wuft mot, Die I dare ust: 
Now I ſunk.and fell in my ſpirit, and was 
giving up all for loſt; but:as I was walking 


up and down in the houſe as a man in a.moft 


wofal ftate, that word of God took hold of 
my heart, Ye are jaſhfed freely by his Grace, 


through. the redemption that is in Chyiſl Feſus, 


Rom. 3: 24. But Oh what a turn it made 
upon me. 


240. Now wag I'as one awaked- out of 
ſome 
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ſoms troubleſome ſleep and dream, ard lif- 
ning to this keavenly ſentence, I was ag if | 
heard it thus expounded to me; Sinver, thay 
thinkef that becauſe of thy (us & infirmities Lian, 
net ſave thy Soul ; but behold, my Sou i; by me, 
and upon him I lee, and not on thee, and wil 
deat with this according as I aw pleaſed with hin, 
At this I was greatly lightned in my mind, 
and made to underſtand that God could ju- 
fithe a Sinner at any time, it was but Jook- 
ing upon Chriſt, and imputing of his Bene. 
fits to us, and the work. was furthwith 
done. 

241. And as 1 was thus in a muſe, that 
Scripture came with great power upon my 
Spirit, Net by works of righteouſneſs that we haui 
dene, but according to bis Marcy he hath ſaved ui, 
&c, 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 3.5, Now was I got 
on high, I ſaw my ſelf within the arms of 
Grace and Mercy; and tho ] was before 


afraid to think of a dying hour, yer new | 
cryed, Let me di-: 


ſball never live indeed till we be gone 00 the Other 


- world, O, me; theught this life is but a 


” * 
* 


* 


ſlumber, in compariſon of that above; at 
this time alſo I ſaw more ia thoſe words, 
Keirs of God, ( Row. 8.17 ) than ever I Hall 
be able te expreſs while Ilive in this world; 
Heirs of Gd! God himſelf is the Portion of 


his Saints. This I ſaw and wondted at, but 


cannot tell you what Iſaw. 


cor 
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No, Death was lovely 
Asand beautiful in my ſight, for I ſaw, we 


; 
. 1 = | 
242. Again, as I wasat another time very 


illand welk, and all that tym alfo the Temp- 


te rhe Chief of Sinuers, 1eg 
tet did beſet me ſtrongly, ( for I fnd he is 
much for aſſaulting the Soul, when it begins 
to approach towards the Grave, then 1s bis 
opportunity) labouring to hide frem me my 
former experience of Gods goodneſs ; Alſo 
ſetting before me the terrors of death, and 
the judgment of God; inſomuch, that at this 
time, through my fear of miſcarryint for 
ever (ſhould I now die) T was once dead be- 
fore Death came, and did as if I had felt my 
ſelf already deſcending into the Pit; me 
thoughr, I ſaid, there was no way but to hell 
1 muſt : but behold, juſt as I was in the 
1idſt of thoſe fears, theſe words of the An- 
gels carrying Lazarus into Abrahams boſom, 
darted in upon me, as who ſhould fay, be it 
hall be with thee when then doeff leave this Verla. 


This did ſweetly revive my ſpirit, and help 


me to hope in God; which when I had with 


comfort muſed on a while, that word fell 


wich great weight npon my mind, 0 Death, 
where i: thy ſling ? O Grave, where is thy ul&81- 
17? 1 Cor. 15. 55. At this I beczme both 
well in body and mind at once, for both 
my ſickneſs-did preſently vaniſh, and I walk 
td comfortably in my work fer God again. 
243. At another time, though juſt before 
| was pretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, 
yet ſuddenly there fell upon me a great 
cloud of darkneſs, which did ſo hide frem 
me the things of God and Chriſt, that I wag 
25 if I had never ſeen or known them in my 
life; I was alſo ſo overrun in my Soul with 


a ſenſleſs, heartleſs frame of ſpirit, that I | 


could 


4 


4 
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could not fee} my S 
Bice and life 


2 [ | two or thiee bi 
minute, but that exme boltir g in pon me, Nn 
WF. endo Gn PIEBrable company F Argh, 


1 Withall New, the twelfth about the Mount 
i Sion was ſet be fore mine eyes, Hes, 12 23; 
1 23, 24. | 

1 245. Then with joy I rold my Wife, 0 
| 1 ] knw, 1 know but th 


3 good night to me, 1 never had but c bet- 


WES 2 Precious Chriſt 


could ſcarce ly in my Bed for joy, and 
Peace, ang friumph, through Chriſt ; this 
great 


2 


8 


to the Chief of Sinners, 11 I 
ceat Glory did not continue upon me until 
loming, yet the twelfth of the Author to 


fts he Hebrews, Heb. 13. 21, 22, 23. Was a bleſ- 
lor d $cripture to me for many days togethes 
q 5 ſter this. 

i 


245. The words are theſe, [ You are come 
> Mount Sion, to the City of the living 
od, to the heavenly. Jeruſalem, and to an 
nnumerable company ef Angels, to the 
-neral Aſſembly and Church of the firſt- 
orn which ate written in Heaven, to God 
he Judge of all, and to the Spirits of juſt 
en-made perfect, and to Jeſus the Media- 
or of the New Teſtament, and to the Blood 
f Sprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things 
hag that of A4bel. ] Through this bleſſed 
e eence, the Lord led me over and over, 
„üg ts this Word, and then to that, and 
165 he wed me wonderful Glory in every one 
lt f them. Theſe words alſo have oft ſince 
his time been great refreſhment to my 
pirit, Bleſſed be God for having Merey 
IN ME. | | 
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A brief Account of the Authors Call te the Wyl 
| of the Miniſtry. 


247. ND now I am ſpeaking my Expe. 
; rience, I will in this place thruſt 
in a word or two concerning my Preaching 
the Word, and of Gods dealing with mein 
that particular alſo : For after I had been 
about five ot fix years awakened, and helped 
to- ſce both the want and worth of Jeſys 
Chriſt our Lord, and inabled to venture 
my Soul upon him: ſome of the moſt able 
among the Saints with us, I ſay the moſt 
able for judgment, and holineſs of life, as 
they conceived, did perceive that God had 
counted me worthy to underſtand ſomething 
of his Will in his Holy and Bleſſed Word, 
and had given me utterance in ſome meaſure 
to expreſs what I ſaw, to others for edifica- 
tion; they deſired me, and that with much 
earneſtneſs,that I would be willing at ſome 
times to take in hand, in one of the Meet- 
ings, to ſpeak a word of Exhortation unto 


them. 


248. The which, though at the firſt it 
did much daſh and abaſh my Spirit, yet be- 
ing ſtill by them deſired and intreated, | 
conſented to their R-queſt, and did twice, 
at two ſeveral Aſſemblies, (but in private) 
tho' with much weakneſs and infirmity, diſ* 
cover my Gift amongſt them: at which they 
not only ſeemed to be, but did folemny 

| proten 
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proteſt, as in the ſight of the great God, they 
were both affected and comforted, and gave 
thanks to the Father of Mercies, for the 
Grace beſtowed on me. 

249. After this, ſometimes when ſome 
of them did go into the Country te teach, 
they would alſo that I ſhould go with.them; 
Where, tho" as yet I did not, nor durſt not, 
make uſe of my Gift in an open way, yet 
more privatly ſtill, as I came among the 
good people in thoſe places, I did ſometimes 
ſpeak a word of admonition unto them alſo : 
the which they, as the other, received with 
rejoicing at the Mercy cf God to me-ward, 
profeſſing their Souls were edified thereby. 

250. Wherefore, to be brief, at laft, being 
ſtill deſired by the Church, after ſame ſa» 
lemn Prayer to the Lord, with Fafting, I 
was more particularly called forth, and ap- 
pointed to a more ordinary and publick 
preaching the Word, not only te and a- 
meng? them that believed, but alſo to offer 
the Goſpel to thoſe that had not yet recei- 
ved the Faith thereof 3 About which time 
1did evidently find in my Mind a ſecret 
pricking forward thereto: Tho', I bleſs 
God, not fer defice of vain-glory, for 
at that time IT was moſt ſorely affiiQed with 
the fiery darts of the Devil, concerning my 
eternal ſtate. 

251. But yet could not be content, unleſs 
I was found in the ex:rciſe of my Gift, un- 
to which alſo I was greatly animated, not 
oaly by the in, deſires of the Godly, 
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but alſe by that ſaying of Paul to the Coris. 
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Grace Abounding 


thians, I leſesch yon, Brethren (ye knw the 
kouſhld of Stephanas, that it is the firſt fruits of 
Achais, and that they have addicted themſelyy; 
to the Miniſtry of the Saints ) that you ſubmit vw 
ſelves unts ſuch, and to every one that helpeth with 
a, and laboareth, 1 Corinthians 16. 15, 16: 
252. By this Text I was made te ſee that 


the Holy Ghoſt never intended that Men 


who have Gifts and Abilities, ſhould bury 
them in the earth, but rather did command 
and ſtir up ſuch to the exerciſe of their Gift, 


and alſo did cemmend thoſe that were apt 


and ready fo to do, They have addicted them. 
elves to the Miniſtry of the Saints ; This Scrip- 
ture in theſe days did continually run in my 
Mind to encourage me, and ſtrengthen me 
in this my work for God: I have been alſo 
ãncouraged from ſeveralother Scriptures and 
Examples of the Godly, both ſpecified in the 


Word, and other antient Hiſtories, Act.. 4, 


and 18. 24, 25, &c. I Peter 4 10. Rom. 12,6, 


__ Box At and Min. 


253. Wherefore, tho of my ſelf, of all the 
Saints the moſt unworthy, yet J, but with 
great fear and trembling at the ſight of my 
own weakneſs,did ſer upon the work, and did 
2ccording to my Gift, and the proportionof 
my Faith, preach that blefſed Goſpel that 
God had ſhewed me in the holy Word of 


Truth: Which, when the Country under» 


RNood,they came in te hear the Word by kun» 
dreds, and that from all parts, though upon 
ſundry and divers Accounts, 
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254. And I thank God, he gave unto me 
ſome meaſure of bowels and pity for their 
Couls, which alſo did put me forward to la- 
bout with great diligence and carneſtneſs to 
find out ſuch a word as might, if God would 
bleſs, lay hold of and awaken the Conſcience; 
in which alſo the good Lord had reſpeRt to 
the defire of his Servant : for I had not 
preached long, before ſome began to be 
touched and to be greatly afflicted in their 
minds at the apprehenſion of the greatneſs of 
their ſin, and of their need of Jeſus Chriſt. 

255, But 7 at firſt could not believe that 
Ged thould ſpeak by me to the heart of any 
man, ftill counting my ſelf unworthy, yet 
thoſe who thus were touched, would love 
me, and have a peculiar reſpe@ for me; and 
tho' I did put it from me that they ſhould 
ve awakened by me, ſtill they would con- 
ſeſs it, and affirm it before the Saints ef 
God; they would alſo bleſs God for me 
( unworthy wretch that I am ! )) and cou nt 
me Gods Inftrument chat ſhewed ro them 
the way of Salvation. 

256. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their 
words and deeds to be ſo conſtant, and alſo 
in their hearts ſo earneſtly preſſing after the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, rejoycing that 
ever God did ſend me where they were: 
then I began to conclude ir might be ſo, that 
God kad owned in his work ſuch a foglifh 
one as hand then came that word of Ged ro 
my heart with rauck ſweet refreſbment, The 
bleſſing of them that were ready to periſh is come 

L 2 | p99 
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den me; ves I cauſed the Widews heart te fing fo 
for, Job 9 13 

257. At this therefore I rejoyced, yes, 
the rears of thoſe whom God did awaken by 
my Preaching, would be both ſolace and 
encouragement to me: for I thought on 
thoſe Sszyings, Who is he that maketh we glad, 


zul the ſame that i; made ſorry by me? 2 Cox. 


2. 2. And gain, Though I be not an Apoſtle to 
orders, 7 a%b: leſs Jan ute Jon, Far tbe Ste] of 
* Ape ffliſb p are ye in the Lord, 1 Cor. 9. 2, 
Theſe things therefore was zs another Argu- 
ment unto metbat God had called me to, 
and food by me ip this work. 

258. In my preaching of the werd, I took 
ipecia] notice of this one thing, namely, 
Ther the Lord did lead me to begin where 
his word begins with finners, that is, to 
condemn all fleſh, and to open and alledgs 
that the curſe of God by the Law doth bes 
long to, ard lay hold on all men 28 they 
come into the world, becauſe of fin» Now 
this part of my work I fulfilled with great 
ſenſe, for the terrors of the Law and guilt 
for my tranſgreſſions, lay heavy on my Con- 
ſcience, preached what I felt, what 1 ſmart- 
ingly did feel, even that under which my 
poor Soul did groan and tremble to aftor 
niſhment. 

259. Indeed I have been as one ſent to 
them from the dead; I went my ſelf in chains 
to preach to them in chains, and carried 
that fire ii my own Conſcience, that I per- 
ſwaded them to beware of, I can truly lay 
an 
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ind that without diſſcmbling, that when I 
have been to preach, I have gone full of 
guilt and terrour even to the Pulpit-doocr, 
-ndthere it hath been taken off, and 7 have 
been at liberty in my Mind untill] J have 
done my work; and then immediatly, even 


before J could get down the Pulpir-ftairs, 


have been as bad as 1 was befere. Yer God 
carried me on, but ſurely with a ſtrong hand; 
for neither Guilt nor Hell could take me off 
ny work, 

200. Thus 1 went for the ſpace of twe 
years, crying out againſt mens ſins, and their 
fezrful ſtate, becauſe of them: After which the 
Lord came in upon my own Soul with ſome 
ſtaid peace and comfort thorow Chriſt ; fer 
he did give me many ſweet Giſcoveries of his 
bleſled Grace thorow him: Wherefore now 
| aitered in my preaching, (for ſtill Ipreach- 
ed what IT ſaw and felt) now therefore I * 
did much Jabour to hold forth Jeſus Chriſt 
in all his Offices, Relations and Benefits 
unto the World, and did ſtrive alſo to diſco- 
ver, to condemn and remove thoſe falſe ſup+ 
ports and props on which the world doth 
both leam, and by them fall and periſh. On 


ther. 

261. After this, God led me into ſome 
thing of the Myſtery of union with Chriſt; | 
wherefore that I diſcovered and ſhewed co |} 
them alſo. And when 7 had travelled thoe _ 
row theſe three chief points of the word of 
Cod, about the ſpace 5 five years or mote © 


* 


y I was | 


theſe things alſo 7 Raid as long as on the o- 
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= TI was caughti'in my preſent practice, and 
by caft into Priſon, where I have lain above as 
P longaguia to confirm the truth by way of 
* ſuffering, as 1 was before in teſtifying of it, 
according to the Scriptures, in a way of 
preaching.. 

262, When 1 have bees in preaching, ] 
thank God my heart hath often, all the time 
| of this and the other exerciſe, with great 
FY rwarneftneſs cryed to God that he would 
> make the word cff:Qual to the ſalvation of 
|. the ſoul : fill being grieved leſt the enemy 
©: * ſhould take the word away from the Conſci. 
5 ence, and ſo it ſhould become unfruitful : 
3} Wherefore 1 ſhould labour ſo to ſpeak thy 
3 word, as that thereby (if it were peſſible) 
5 the ſin and perſon guilty might be particue 

I Hlarized by it. | 

£8 263. Alſo when I have done the exerciſe, 
it hath gone to my heart to think the word 
= ſkould now fall as rain on ſtony places: till 
= wiſhing from my heart, Othat tkey who have 

1 beard me ſpeak this day, did but fee as Ido, 
[”, what Sin, Death, Hell, and the curle of 

W' ' Godis-: and alſo what the Grace, and Love, 
= and Mercy of God is, thorow Chrift,to men 

1 


in ſuch a caſe as they are, who are yet e. 
ranged from him: and indeed, I did often 
ſay in my heart before the Lerd, That if to be 
k avg:d up p"eſently before their-eyer, would be 4 
means to awaken them, and confirm them in tht 

Truth, I gladly ſhauld be contented. 
264. For I have been in my preaching, 
s[pecially when I have been engaged in the 
9 : Doctrine 
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te the Chief of Sinners, 119 
Doctrine of Life by Chriſt, without works, 
16 if an Angel of God had ſtood by at my 
back to encourage me: O, it hath been with 
ſuch power and heavenly evidence upon my 
own Soul, while I have been labouring to 
unfold it, to demonſtrate it, and te faſten 
it upon the Conſcience. of others, that I 
could net be contented with ſaying, 19:lieve 
an! am ſure ; me thought 1 was more than ſure, 
(if it be lawful ſs to expreſs my ſelt) that 
thoſe things which then 1 aſſerted, were 
tiue. | 
265, When I] went firft to preach the 
word abroad, the Doctors and Prieſts of the 
Country did open wide againſt me; but I 
was perſwaded of this, not to render railing 
for railing, but to ſee how many of their 
carnal profeſſors I could eonvince of their 
miſerable ſtate by the Law, and of the want 
and worth of Chrift : for thought J, Thi, ſhalt 
anſwer for me in time te come, when they ſhall be 
for my hire before their face, Gen. 30« 33+ : 
266. Inever cared to meddle with things 
that were controverted and m diſpute a» 
mongſt the Saints, eſpecially things of the 
loweſt nature: yet it pleaſed me much to 
contend with great earneftneſs for the S oid 
of Faith, and the Remiſſion of Sins by the 
Death and Sufferings of Jeſus : but I ſay, as 
to other things, I ſhould let them alone, be. 
cauſe I ſaw they engendered ſtrife, and ber 
cauſe that they neither in doing, nor in Tea» 
ving undene, did commend us to God to be 
bis: Befides, I faw my work before me did 
u 
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run in another Channel even to carry an 2. 


wakening word; to that therefore did Iſtick 
and adhere. 


267. I never endeavoured to, nor durſt 
make uſe of ether mens lines, Rom. 15.18, 
(though I condemn not all that do) for 1 
verily thought, and found by experience, 
that what was taught me by. the word and 
ſpirit of Chriſt, could be ſpoken, maintain. 
ed and ſtood to, by the ſouadeſt and beſt 


eſtabliſhed conſcience: and tho? 7 will not 


new {peak all that 7 know in this matter: 
yet my experience hath more intereſt in that 
Text of Scripture, Gal. 3, 11, 12. than many 
amongſt Men are aware. 

268 If any of thoſe who were awakened 
by my Miaiſtry, did after that fall back, 
(as ſometimes too many did) I cin truly ſay 
their loſs hath been more to me, than if one 
of my own children, begotten of my Body, 
had been going to its grave: I think verily 
I may ſpeak it without any off:nce to the 
Lord, nothing hath gone ſo near me as that, 


'unleſs it was the fear of the loſs of the Sal. 


vation of my own Soul-: I have counted «s 
if I had geodly Buildings and Lordfhips in 
thoſe places where my children were born: 
My Heart hath been ſo wrapt up in the 
Glory of this excellent Work, that I count- 


ed my ſelf more bleſſed and hongured of 


God by this, than if he had made me the 
Emperor of the Chriſtian World, or the 


Lord of all the Glory of the Earth without 
it: O theſe words?! L. He that converteth a 


fianer 


— 
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aner from the error of his way, doth ſave 3 
Cul from death, James 5. 20. The fruit of 
the Righteous is a Tree of Life ; and he that 
winnetk Souls, is wiſe, Prov. 11. 30. They 
that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to 
Righteouſneſs, »s the Stars for ever and ever, 
Dan 12, 3. For what is our Hope, or Joy, or 
Crown of Rejoycing? Are not even ye in 
the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his 
coming? far, ye are our Glory and Joy, 1 
Tel. 2. 19, 20. 
of a like nature, have been great reficſhmene 
to me. | 
269. I have obſerved, that where I have 
had a work to do for God, I have had firſt ay 
it were the going of God upon my Spirit, 
to deſire ] might preach there: I have alſo 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch Souls in parti» 
cular have been ſtrongly ſet upon my heart, 
ind I flirred up to wifkk for their Salvation; 
And that theſe very Souls have »fter this been 
given in as the Fruits of my Minifiry. 1 have 


alſo obſerved, that a word caft in by the by, 


hath done more Execution ina Sermon, than 
all that was ſpoken befides : Sometimes alſo 
when I have thought I did no good, then T 
did moſt of all; and at other times when I 
thenghe 1 ſhould catch them, I have fiſhed 
for nothing, | e 
270. I have alſo obſerved this, that where 


there the devil hath begun to roar in the 
hearts / and by the mouths of his ſervants. 


J there hath been a work to do upon R 


— 
— . 


Theſe, with many others 
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Yea, | 
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Vea, oftentimes when the wicked world 
hath raged moſt, there hath been Souls dw. 
kened by the word: I could inſtance parti. 
culars, but I forbear. | | 


271. My great deſire in my fulfilling my | 


iniſtry, was, toget into the darkeſt places 
of the Country, even amongft thoſe people 
that were furtheſt off of Profeſſion 3 yer not 
becauſe I could not endure the Light, (for 
F feared not to fhew my Goſpel to any) but 


beczuſe I found my Spirit did lean moſt after 
awakening and converting Work, and the 


word that I carried, did lean it ſelf moſt that 
way: | Les, ſo have I firived to preach the 


Goſpel, not where Chriſt was named, leſt 1 


ſhould build upon another mans foundation, 
Row.15. 20. 


272. In my preaching, I have really been 
in pain, and have, as it were, travailed to 


bring forth children to God, neither could 


I be ſatisſied, unleſs ſome fruits did appear | 
in my work: If I were freitleſs,it mattered 
not who commended me; but 1fI were fruit- 


ful, I cared not who did condemn, I have 


thought of that. f Lo, Children are an Heri- 
tage of the Lord; and the Fruit of the Womb 
is his Reward, As Arrows in the Hand of 
a mighty Man; ſo are Children of the Youth, | 


Happy is the Man that bath filled his Quiver 


fullof them; they ſhall not be aſhamed, but | 
they ſhall ſpezk with the Enemies in the Gate, 


Pſalm 172. 3 4 5. 


dr ink in Opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant 


273. It plesſed me nothing to ſee people 


to the Chief of Sinners, 123 
of jeſus Chriſt and the worth of their own 


Glvation : ſound conviction for ſin, eſpeci- 
Iny for unbelief, and an heart ſer on fire to 
be ſaved by Chriſt, with ſtrong breathings af - 


Jer a truely ſanQificd Son), That was it that 


delighted me; 
counted bleſſed. ; 


Jof divers kinds; 


theſe were the Souls that I 


274. But in this Work, as in all other, I 


J h:d my remptations attending me, and that 
as ſometimes I fhould be 
I :fwulted with great diſcouragements there- 
in, fearing that I ſhould not be able to ſpeak 


that 1 


a word at all to edification ; nay, 


I hould not be able to ſpeak ſenſe unto the 
people; at which times I fheuld have ſuch 


z ſtrange faintneſs and ſtrengthleſneſs ſeize 


upon my Body, that my legs have ſcarce 


50 able to carry me to the place of Exer- 
eile. 


175. Sometimes again, when TI have been 


J preaching, I have been violently aſſaulted 
I vith thoughts of blaſphemy, and ſtrongly 
' tempted to ſpeak them with my mouth be- 
fore theCongregation.lhave alſo at ſome time, 
even when J have begun ta ſpeak the word 
I vitk much clearneſs, evidence, and liberty 
Jof ſpeech, yet been before the ending of that 


Opportunity, ſo blinded, and ſo eſtranged 
irom the things I have been ſpeaking, and 
have alſo been ſo ftraitned in my ſpeech, as 


I to utterance before the people, that 1 have 


been as if I had not known or remembred 


I what I have been about, or as if my head 


bid been in a bag all the time of the Ex- 
erciſe. 276, Again 
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176. Again, when at ſemeti 


this? this condemns your ſelf, of this your! 
own Soul is guilty ; wherefore, preach not of 
it at all; or if you do, yet ſo mince it, as to 
make way for your own eſcape; left inſtead? 
of awakening others, you lay that guilt u- 
pon your own Soul, as you will never get 


from under. 


277, But J thank the Lord I have been 
'kept from conſenting to theſe fo horrid ſug- 
geſtions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed: 
my ſelf with all my might, te condemn ſin 


and tranſgreſſion where-cver I found it ; yea, 


though therein alſo 7 did bring guilt upon 


my own Conſcience, Let me die, thought J. 
with the Philiſtines, Juages 16. 29, 30 rather 


than deal corruptly with the bleſſed word of! 
God; Thou that teacheft another, teacheſl 


thou not thy ſelf? It is far better that thou 


do judge thy ſelf, even by preaching plain- 
ly unto others, than that thou, to ſave thy! 
ſelf, impriſon the Truth in unrighteouſnels :! 


Bleſſed be God for his help alſo in this 


278. I have alſo, while found in this ble, 
ſed Work of Chriſt, been often tempted to? 
prids aud liftings up of heart; and though !} 
date not ſay, I have not been infeQed with! 
this, yer truly the Lord of bis precious Met- 
cy, hath ſo carried it towards me, that for 
the moſt pert I have had but ſmall joy to 


give way to ſuch a thing: For it hath pm 
| m 
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mes ! have 
been about te preich upon ſome ſmart and: 
ſcorching portion of the Word, [have found 
the tempterſuggeſt; What! will yeu preach! 
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to the Chief of uh. 125 
have I my every days portion te be let inte the evil 
ind of my own heart, and ſtill made to fee ſuch 
und 2 multitude of corruptions and infirmities . 
each therein, that it hath cauſed hanging down 
your of the head under all my Gifts and Attain- 
ot off ments: I have felt this chern in the fleſh 
astoY (1 Cor. 12. 8,9.) the very Mercy of God 
ſtead to me-. 
leu. 279. J have had alſo, together with this. | 
get ſome notable Place or other of the Word 

I preſented before me, which Word hath con- 
been tained in it, ſome ſharp and piercing Sen- 
ſug. tence, concerning the periſhing of the Soul, 

\wedY notwithſtanding Gifts and Parts; As for in- 
n fin ſtance, that hath been of great uſe unto me, 
yea, Though 1 ſpeak with the Tongue of Men 
upon nd Angels, and have not Charity, I am be- 
ht J, come as ſounding Braſs, and a tinkling Cym- 
Ather bai, 1 Cor. 13. 1. 2. 
dof] 280. A tinkling Cymbal, is an Inſtrument 
cheſt of Muſick, with which a skilful Player can 
thoy make ſuch meledious and beart-inflaming 
lain. Muſick, that all who hear him play, can 
e thy Y ſcarcely hold * dancing; and yet be hold. 
neſs: J th Cymbal hath not life, neithet comes the 

Maſick from it, but becauſe of the Art of 
blef. J him that playes therewith : So then the In. 

d to ſtrument at laft may come to naught and pe- 
ooh riſh, ho in times paſt ſuch muſick hath been 
witk made upon it. 

Mer 1 281. Juſt thus 7 ſaw it was, and will be 

it for] with them who have Gifts, but want ſaving 

1 Grace: They are in che hand of Chriſt, «s 
tho Cymbal in the * of David; and as 


David 
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that hath. them, if they bealone : Neither 
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David could with the Cymbal make that 
Mirth in the Service of God, as to clevate the 
Hearts of the Worſhippers; So Chriſt can uſe 
theſe Gifted Men, as with them to affect the 
Souls of his Pecple in his Church; yet when 
ke hath done all, hang them by, as lifeleſs, | 
though founding Cymbals. | | 
282. This Conſideration therefore, toge. 
ther with ſome athers, were, for the moſt part, 
as a Maul on the head of pride, and defirc of 
vain-glery: What! thought I, ſhall Ibe proud, 


beczufe Tam a ſounding Braſs? Is it ſo much 
to be a Fiddle? Hath not the leaſt Creature 


that hath life, more of God in it than theſe ? } 


Beſides, I knew it was Love ſhould never die, 
but theſe muſt ceaſe and vaniſh : So Iconclu- 
ded, a little Grace, a little Love, a little of 
che true Fear of God, is better then all theſe 
Gifts: Yea, and I am fully convinced of it, 
that it is poſſible for Souls that can ſearce give 


Man an anſwer, but with great confuſion, 


as to Method, I fay, it is poſſible for them 
to have a theuſand times more Grace, and 
ſo to be more in the love and favour of the 
Lord, than fome who by virtue of iche Gift 


of Knewleege, can deliver themſe[ves Ike 


Angels. | 

283. Thus therefore I came to perceive, 
that though Gifts in themſclves were good, 
to the thing for which they are deſigned, to 
wit, the Edificztion of others, yet empty, 
and without power to ſave the Soul of him 


are 


. ee 3 
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Ine they any ſign of a Mans State to be 
b Happy. 


284. This ſhewed me too, that Gifts be- 
ins alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, 
but becauſe of thoſe evils that attend them, 
to wit, pride, defire of vain glory, ſelf- con- 
ceit, Of. all which were eaſily blown up at 
the applauſe and commendation of every 
unadviied Chriſtian, to the endangering of a 


poor Creature to fall into the condemnation 


of the devil. ow 

285, I ſaw therefore that he that hath 
Gifts, had need be let into a fight of the 
Nature of them, that they come fore of 
making of him to be in a truly ſaved Condi- 
tion, leſt he reſt in them, and {> fall ſhort of 
the Grace of God. 

286. He ha k alſe cauſe to walk humbly 
with God, and be little in his @wn eyes, 
and to remember withal, that his Gifts 3re 
not his own, but the Churches, snd that by 
them he is mide a Servant to the Church, znd 
ne muſt alſo give at laſt an zccount of his 
Stewardſhip ug'o the Lord J:ſus, ind to 
give a good account willbe a bleſſed thing. 

287. Let all Men theicfore pr ze a 1 
wirh the fear of the Lord, (Gifts indeed are 
deſiteable] but yet grear Grace and ſwall 
Gifts ate better than great Gifts and no 
izrace, It doth nor ſay, the Lerd gives 
Gifts and Glery, bur the Lord gives Grzee 
and Glory! Ard bleſſed is ſuch an one, to 


om the Lord gives Grace. Gere 
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4 brief 4CCOUNT of the AUTROR: | 


IMPRISONMENT, 


278, W Aving made profeſſion of the 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt a 
long time, and had preached 


tke {ame about five years; 1 
Was apprehended at aMecting of good People 


in the Country, (amongſt whom, kad they le 


me alone, I ſhould have preached that day, 
ut they took me away from amongſt them) 
zad hid me b:fore a Juſtise; who, after [ 
kad offered fecurity for my appearing at the 
next Scfltons, yet committed me, becauſe 
my Suteties would not conſent to be bound 


that I fhould preach no more to the: Peo. 
ple. 


289. At the Seſſions after, 1 was Indifted 


for aa Upholder and Maintainer of unlaw- 
ful Aſſemblies and Conventicles, and for 


net Conforming to the National Worſhip 


ef rhe Church of Euglaad; after ſome Con- 
ference there with the Juſtices,' was ſenten- 


ced ey perpetual Baniſhment, becauſe Irefu- 


{cd to Confoim. So being again delivered 
upto the Gealer's hands, I was had home 


to Priſon, and there have lain now compleat 
twelve Years, waiting to ſee what God will 


ſuffer theſe Men to do with me. 
290. In 


2 


% the Chief of Sinners. 129 
290. Ta which Cendition I have continu- 
ed with much Content through Grace, but 
have met with many Turnings md Gorngs 
upon my Heart, beth frem the LORD, Sa- 
tan, and my een Corrupriins: By all 
which ( Glery be to Jeſns Chrit ) I have 
atſo received, among miny thines, much 
Conviction, Inftroftion, and Underſtandipg, 
of which at large I ſhall not here diſcourſe ; 
enly, give you in a Hirt or twe, a Word 
that may ſtir up the Godly to bleſs GOD, 
and to Pray for me: And alſo, to take En- 
couragement, ſhorld the Caſ- be their own, 
In to fear what Man can do unte they, 

291. I never had in all my Life, fo great 
an Inlet into the Word of GOD as now: 
Them Scriptures that I ſaw nothing in be- 
fore, are made in this Plac- and State to 
mine upon me, Jeſus Chriſt a!ſo was never 
more Real and Apparent then now; here I 
keve ſeen him end felt bim indeed: O ther 
word, We have ner preached tt» y eunmmngly 
deviſed Fables, 1 Pet. 1. 16 and that, God 
raiſed Chrift from the Doral a gave him Glory, 
that your Faith and Hepe gh. be is Grd, 1 Per. 
1, 20. were blifl:d Wercs unto me in this 
my impriſoned Condition. 

292. Theſe three or four Scriptures a'fo 
have been great Refreſhmenr, in this Condi- 
tion, to me; Jen 14. 1,2, 3, 4. J 16. 32 
Col. 3 3, 4. Heb, 12. 22, 23 24. So that 
ſometimes, when F bave bes in rhe ſavour 
of them; 1 have been able ro laugh at de- 


M3 ſtructien. | 
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| and the Spzrits of Faſt Men made perfeſ#, and Je. 
1 as, have been ſweet unto me in this Place: 


Yr i have ſeen that here, that I am perſwaded 1 1 
1 Mall never, while in this World, be able o 
expreſs: I have ſeen a Truth in that Scrip- 
is ture, Num having net ſeem, ye love, in whey, | 
fil Bong h wow ye [-1 him not, yet belicying, je rej ihc 


with Joy un{peckavic, «na full of Glory, 1 Pet: © 
= 2.8. | 
N 293. I never knew what it was for God to 


1. | preſented themſelves, ſo have Supports and 
Enconuragements; Yea, when I have ſtarted, 
i even, as it were, at nothing elſe but my 


mt. i li. | = NB PO * 
9 bl =_ = LY 7 


= me, hath not ſuffered me to be moleſted, 
but would with one Scripture or another, 
j Krengthen me againſt all; Iaſomuch, that | 
q 


"greater Trouble, for vhe greater Comforts ſake, 
Eccleſ. 7. 14. 2 Cor. 1. 5. | 

294+ Before I came to Priſon, I ſaw what 
was a coming, and had cſpecially twe Conſi- 
derations. warm upon my heart; The firſt 


Impri- 


ſtruction, Ard to fear neither the Horſo nor hi: 
Rider, I have had ſweet Sights of the for- 
gireneſs of my ſins in this Place, and of my 
being with Jeſus in another Werld; O the | 
Mount bien, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, the innume.. | 
rable company of Angels, and Ged the Judge of all, | 


I Qand by me at all Turns, and at every eff:r | 
ef Satan, C. as I have found him fince 1 | 
de came in hither; For, lock how Fears have 


N 
| 
: i} ſhadow, yet God, as being very tender of 


have eften ſaid, Were it lawful, I conld pray fir 


Was, how to bt able te endure, fhopld my. 


— L 


to the Chief of ert. 131 
Impriſonment be long and tedious. The 
ſecond was, how to be able to encounter 
Death, ſhould that be here my portion. 
For the firſt of theſe, that Scripture, Cel. r- 
11. was great Information to me; namely, 
to pray to God to be ſtrengthened with all might, 
according te his gleritea Power, unte all Patience 
and Long. ſuffering , with Joyfulneſs. I could ſel- 
dom go to Prayer before I was Impriſoned, 
but for net ſo little as 2 year together, this 
Sentence or ſweet Petitien, would, as id 
were, thruſt it ſelf into my mind, and per- 
ſwade me, that if ever I would ge thorow 
Long-ſuffering, I muſt have All Patience, 
eſpecially if 7 would endure it Joy fully. 

295. As to the ſecond Conſideration, that 
Saying ( 2 Corinthians 1: 9.) was of great 
uſe unto me, Bui wo had the Sentence of Beath 
in ou ſelves, that we might wet uſt in our ſelver, 
but in God ther raiſeth the Dead. By this 
Scripture I was made to ſee, that if ever I 
would ſuffer rightly, I muſt firft paſs « Sen- 
tence of Death apon every thing that can 
properly be ealled a thing of this life, even 
to reckon my Self, my Wife, my Children, 
my Health, my Enjoyments, and All, as 
dead to me, and my Self as dead to them. 

296. Tbe ſecond was, to live upon God 
that is inviſible; 28 Paul ſaid in another 
plice, the way not to faint, is to look not 


at the things that are ſeen, but at the things 


that are not ſeen ; for the things that are ſeen; - 
are temperal ; but the things that are not 
ſeen, -, 
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132 Grace Abdutding 
ſeen, they are Erernal : 


the Grave my Houſe, to make my Bed in 
daikneſs, to ſay te Corruption, Thou art 


my Father, and to the Werms, Thou att © 
my Mother and Sifter ; That is, to familia. © 


rize theſe things to me. 

297. But notwithſtanding theſe Helps, 1 
found my (elf a Man, and compaſſed with 
Iafirmities ; the parting with my Wife and 
peer Children, hath often been to me in 
this place, as the pulling the Fleſb from my 


Bones; and that met only becauſe I am 


ſomewhat toe too fond of theſe great Mer- 
cies, but alſo becauſe I ſhould have often 


brought tomy Mind, the many Hardthips, 


Miſeries and Wants, that my poor Family 
was like to meet with, ſhould 1 be taken 
from them, «/pecially my poor Blind Child, who 
lay nearer my Heart than all I had beſides : 
© the theughts ef the Hardſhip I thought 


Alis might go under, would break my Heart 


to pieces. I 
298, Poor Child | thought I, what ſorrow 
art 


And thus 1 reaſon- * 
ed with my ſelf; If I provide only for 2 
Priſon, then the Whip comes at unawares, © 
and ſo doth alſo the Pillorv: Again, if] © 
provide only for theſe, then l am not fit for 
Baniſhment: Farther, if Iconclude that Bu. | 
niſhment is the work, then if Death come, 

I am furprized: So that I ſer the beſt way to 
go thorow Sufferings, is to truſt in God 
through Chriſt, as touching the World te 
come; And as touching this World, to coun: 


to the Chief of Sinners. 133. 


ate thou like to have for thy portion in this 
World? Thou muſt be beaten, muſt beg, 
7 ſuffer hunger, cold, nakedneſs, and a thou- 
7 ſand calamities, theugh I cannot now en- 
"7 durethe Wind ſhould blow upon thee ; But 
vet recalling my ſelf, thought 1, I muft 


venture you all with God, though it gaeth 


to the quick to leave you: O Tſaw in this 
condition. I wasas a Man who was pulling 
den his Heuſe upon the head of his Wife 
- and Children; yet, thought J, Imuft doit, 

' Tmuſt do it : And now I thought of thoſe 
tie Milch Kine that were to carry the ark of 


Grd into aue her Countrey, and to leave their 
Calves bebind them, 1 Yam. 6. 10, 17, 12. 
209, But that which helped me in this 
Temptation, was divers Conſiderations, of 
which three in ſpecial here J will name; 
the firſt was, the conſideration of thoſe two 
Scriptures, Leave thy fatherleſs Children, Iwill 
preſerus chews alive, and let thy Widews truff in 
„: And again, The Lord ſaid, Yerily it ſbal 
ge well with thy Remnant ; winily, I will canſe 
the Enemy te eutreat thee well in the time of tvil, 
& c. Jer. 40 rr. Chap. 15 11. 
1e0 Thad alfo this Conſideration, that if 
I frovuld now venture all for God, 1 engaged 
God ro tak* care of my Concernments; But 
if I forfook kim and his Ways, for fear of any 
trouble that ſhould come to me or mine, 
then I ſhould nor only falſify my Pre feſfion 
but ſhould count alſo that my Concernments 
were not ſo ſure, if left at God's feer, whilſt 


I Noed 


134 Grace Mounding . 


T Reod'to end for his Name, as they would 
be if they were under my ewn tuition,though 
with the d-nial of the way of Ged. This 
was a {marting Conſideration, and was ay | 


Spurs unto my fleſh : That $cripture alſo 


greatly he'ped it to faſten the more upon 


me, where Chrift prays againſt Judas, that 
Ged would diſsppeint him in all his ſelfiſh 


thoughts, which meved him to ſell his Ma. 
ter, Pray read it ſoberly, Pſal. 10g, 6, 5, 


8, ee. 
301. Thad alſo anether Conſidetation, and 
that was, the dread of the Torments of Hell, 


which I was ſure they muſt partake of, thay 


for fear of the Croſs, de ſhrink from their 
Profeſſion of Chrift, his Word and Laws, 
before the Sons of Men: Ani! of the Glo- 
ry that he bad prepared for thoſe that in 
Faith, and Love, and Patience ſtood to his 
Wavs before them, Theſe things, I fey, 


have heJped me. when the rhovghts of the 


Miſery that beth my ſelf and mine might, 
for the ſake of my Profe ion, be expoſed co, 
hath lain pinching on my Mind. 

202, Wen ! have indeed conceited, that 
Imigkt be Baniſh-d for my Profeſſion, then 
T have tf onght of hst Scripture, They wer? 
ſtene l, they wire ſawn aſundr, wire timpted, 
were ain with the ſword ; they wandred about 
in ſherp chins, and geat int, bring drſtitute, of- 
flicted, tormented, of whim the World was mt 
worthy : for, all they thought they were toe 
bid to dwell and abide amongſt _ I 

ave 
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to the Chief of Sinwers. 135 
have alſo thought of that ſaying Thi/HelyGho8 
w.ineſſeth in every City, that Benas and Aﬀiictions 
abide we : I have verily thought, that my 
Soul and it, have ſometimes reaſoned about 
tac {ore and fad eſtate of a banifhed and ex- 
iied condition, how they are expoſed to 
hunger, to cold, to perils, to nakedneſs, to 
enemies, and a thouſand calamities ; and at 
laſt it may be to die ina ditch, like a poor 


4 forlorn and deſolate Sheep. Bur I thank 


God hitherto I have not*bcen moved by theſe 
molt delisate Reaſonings, but have rather 


by them more approved my Heart to Ged. 


303. Iwill tell you of a pretty buſineſs ; 
I was encc above all the reſt in a very (ad 
and low condition for many weeks, at which 
time alſo I being but a young Priſoner, and 
not acquainted with the Laws, I had this 
lying much upon my Spirit, Thit my Impri- 
ſonment might end at theGallows for ought 
that I could tell; now therefore Satan laid 
hard at me to bear me out of Heart, by ſug- 
geſting thus unto me: But how if when you 
come indeed to die you ſhould be in this 
condition; that is, as not to favour the 
things of God, nor to have any evidence u- 
pon your Soul for a better State hereaftey ? 
( for indeed at that time all the things of 
God were hid from Wy Soul.) | | 

304, Wherefore, when I at fiiſt began to 


think ef this, it was a great trouble to me : 


for I thought with my ſelf, that in the con- 
dition I now was in, I was not fit to _— 
cher 
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136 Grace Aung 85 
ther indeed did I chink I could, if I ſheuld 0 toſſ 
be called to it: Beſides, I thought with to d 
my ſelf, if 1 ſhould make a ſcrambling ſhift [wei 
to clamber up the Ladder, yet 1 ſhould ei- . 
ther with quaking, or other ſymptoms of fer- 
Fainti.g, give occaſien to the Knemy td ien 
Reproach the Way of God and his People, 3 
far their Timerouſnceſs : This therefore lay cho 
with great trouble upon me, for metkought nov 
I was ſhamed to dic with a pale Face, and © not 
_tottering Knees, for ſuch a Cauſe as this. . my 
305 Wherefore I prayed to God that ke was 
would comfort me, and give me ſtrength © his 
to do and ſuffer what he mould call me to: 
Vet no comfort appear d, but all continued 
hid, 1 was alſe ar this time ſo reall; poſſeſſed 
with the thought of Death, that oft Iwas as wi 
if I was on a Ladder with the Rope about 
my Neck; only this was ſeme cncourage-! 
ment to me, I thought I might now have int 
an opportunity to ſpeak my laſt words to à cor 
Multitude, which 1 thought would come me 
to ſee me die; and, thought I, if it muſt 
be ſo, if God will but Convert one Soul by ſo! 
my very lait words, I ſhall not count my O5. 
Life thrown away, nor left. | cul 
306. Bur yet all the things of God were le 
ke pt cur of my ſight, and ſtill the Tempter 744 
followed me with, Bur whith.y muſt you 6 be 
when you dies? What will became of you Mere wi! 


will you be found in avoiher World ? What evidence } J. 

baue you for Haven and Glory, and an Inheritance "nn 

aug them that are Senctified ? Thus was I fir 
toſſed 


1% the Chief of Sinners. 137 
Id 0 rofſed for many weeks, and knew not what 
th to do; at laſt this Conſideration fell with 
fe [weight upon me, That it was for the Word and 
i · ¶ Hay of God that 1 was in this condition, where- 
of || fere I was engaged not to flinch an hairs breadth 
td from it. 
le, 307, I thought alſo, that God might 
ay A chooſe whether he would give me comfort 
ht now, or it the hour of death; but 1 might 
nd not therefore chuſe whether I would hold 
my Profeſſion or no: I was bound, but he 
he was free; yea, cwas my duty to ſtand to 
th his word, whether he would ever look upon 
o: me, or ſave me at the laſt: Wherefore, 
led thought 1, the point being thus, I am for 
ſed going on, and venturing my Eternal State 
as with Chrift, whether I have comfort here 
2uti or no; if God doth not come in, thought I, 
Iwill leap off the Ladder even blind-fold 
ae into Eternity, fink or ſwime, come Heaven, 
o 2 come hell; Lord Jeſus, if thou wilt catch 
me me, do; Iwill venture for thy Name. 7 
uſt! 3-8. I was no ſooner fix:d upon this Re- 
by ſolutien, but that werd dropt upon me, 
my Dh Job ſerve God for nought ? As if the Ac- 
cuſer had ſaid, Lord, Jeb is no upright Man, 
ere 4 he ſerves thee for by- reſpetts; Ha ſt on nxt 
ster ade an Hedge about him, &c. But put fort h now 
A el 'o:ne hand, and touch all that be hath, and he 
here will carſe thee to thy face. How now, doug! g 
lence 1, is this the ſign of an upright Soul, to de- 
ance, e to ſetve God when all is taken from 
as I him ? Is he a godly Man that will ſerve 
ed N God 


4 F131 Face Av1wN0 ing 
God for nothing rather than give out? 
Bleſſed be. God! Then I hope I have an 
upright heart, for I am reſolved (God gi- 
F ving me firength). never to deny my Pro- 
feſſion, though I have nothing at all for my 
pains; and as | wes thus conſidering, that 
3 was ſet before me, Pſalm 44. 12, 
== Oc. 

Yi, 309. Now was my Heart full of comfort, 
for I hoped it was ſincere: I would not 
have been without this trial for much, Iam 
1 comforted every time I think of it, and / 
= hope Iſhall bleſs God for ever, for the Teach» 
ö ing I have had by it. Many more of the 
© Dealings of God towards me I might relate, 
gut choſe ent of the ſpails won 1 Batſel have 1 
[= ardicated te maintain the Houſe of Ged, 1 Chr, 
1 25. 27. | | | 
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| The CONCLUSION. 


1. O all the Temptations that ever Inet 
with in my life, to queſſ ion the Ze- 
ing and Truth of che Goſpel, is the 
WW: wort, and worſt to be born; when this 
\ Temptation comes, it takes away my Gir- 
dle from me, and removeth the Foundation 
from under me: OI have often thought of 
that word, Have jour Leys girt about with 

| Truth 
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to the Chief of Sinners, 139 : 
\.uth: And of that, When the Foundations ae 
n eſtrayed, what can the Righttous ao? Sometimes, 
'* Wohen after fin committed, Thave looked for 
= Kore Chaſtiſement from the Hand of God, 
y the very next that I had from him, hath, 
it een the diſcovery of his Grace. Sometimes 
2, rhen I have bees comforted, I have called 
ny ſelf a Fool for my ſo ſinking under 
t, Mrouble. And then again, when I have 
t been caſt down, I thought 1 was not wiſe to 


n zive ſuch way to Comfort. With ſuck 
I ſtrength and weight have both theſe been u- 
pon me. 1 

0 2. I have wondered much at this one 
e, thing, that though God deth viſit my Soul 
vitn never ſo bleſſed a Diſcovery of Him- 


have attended me afterwards, that 1 have 

been in my Spirit ſo filled with Darkneſs, 

that I could net ſo much as once conceive 
phat that God and that Comfort was, with 

"which I have been refreſhed. 

3 1 have ſometimes ſeen more in a line 
of the Bible, than I could well tell how to | 
wand under, and yet at another time. tge i 
vhole Bible hath been to me as dry as aftick; 1 
tC or rather my Heart hath been ſo dead and 
2 dry unto it, that I could not conceive the 


. e yet I have found again, that ſuch hours 


* 


& ſleaſt dram of Refrefhment, though 7 have 
is Mock it all over. 
"I 


” 4. Of all Tears, they are beſt that are made 
n by the Bloed of Chriſt; And of all Joy, that | 
f Ji; the ſweeteſt that is mixt with M-urning 3 
over Chriſt ! Ok 'cis a goodly thing to be on } 1 
h | „ 15 
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*things. 


Wo ks of the Law. 4. Wandrings and Cold- 


God through Chriſt to Help me. and carry 
me through this World. AMEN, 


* 


our Knees with Chriſt in our Arms, before 
God, 1 hope I knew. fomething of theſe 
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5. I find to this day ſeven Abominations 
in my Heart: 1. Iaclinings to Uabelief. 
2. Suddenly to forget the Love and Mercy 
ther Ihtiſt manifefteth. 3. A leaning to the 


— 


neſs in Prayer. 5. To forget to Watch for fl 
that I Pray for. 6 Apt to Murmur becauſe | 
I have no more, and yet ready to abuſe what 
1 haves 7. 1 can do none of thoſe things 
which God commands me, but my Corrup- 
tions will thruſt in themſelves: hen 1 would 
do Good, Evil is preſent with me, 

6. Theic Things Icontinually ſee and feel, 
and am +Ai:&ed and oppreſſed with; yet the 
Wiſdom of Ged doth ordes them for m 
good: 1. They make me abhor my (elf, i 
2, They keep me from truſting my Heart. 
3. They convince me of the Inſufficiency 
of all inherent Righteouſaeſs. 4. They fhew 
me the Neceſſity ef Fleeing to Jeſus. 5. 
They preſs me to Pray unto God. 6. They 
ſhew me tbe need I rave to Watch and be 
Sober. 7. And provoke me to pray unto 
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